The Trial of Martin Luthe?

Introduction:

Now that we have learned so much about the Reformation, we are transported back to Worms in 1521.
Luther will present himself before the Holy Roman Emperor to address the Church’s claims that he is a
heretic. Reformation figures will be coming from all over space and time to accuse or defend Martin
Luther on the count of: Development and preaching of heretical doctrine.

Roles in the Simulation:

Characters will be assigned by lottery (except the lawyers). Each student will be responsible to:
e Research the identity of the person
e Read the primary source provided (associated with your character)

e Develop an understanding of what the person would think about Martin Luther and how he
would answer the questions.

Lawyers will receive written briefs from the witnesses on each side about the biography and documents
of each.

The Prosecution The Defense Neutral (if class size necessitates)
2 Attorneys 2 Attorneys Charles V

Albert of Mainz- Martin Luther- News

Anabaptist- Ulrich Zwingli-

Pope Leo X - John Calvin-

Johann Eck- Peasant Revolter-

John Tetzel- Erasmus-

Ignatius Loyola- Philip Melanchthon-

Pope Paul lll- John Wycliff-



Requirements:

Witnesses:

1. Will testify in court. Must be able to answer questions consistently with their views and life
relevant to the Reformation.

2.  Will submit a one page biography about himself, a 1/2 page summary and analysis of the

primary source document provided, and % page analysis of what your figure would think about
Luther.

Prosecution and Defense Team (two people for each):
1. Will read the briefs submitted by each witness in advance of the trial.
2. Develop and opening and closing statement (3-5 minutes each). Outlines need to be turned in.

3. Develop 4-6 questions for each witness taking the stand. Questioning for each witness may not
exceed five minutes.

Charles V

1. Will submit a one page biography about himself, a 1/2 page summary and analysis of the

primary source document provided, and % page analysis of what is at stake for the Holy Roman
Empire.

2. Will preside over the trial, keeping time and order.

News Staff

1. Will observe and report on all events relating to the trial, merging the actual historical events
with our trial happenings. i.e. Research on how we got to the trial and who is involved and them
report on the events and decision of our court. (2-3 pages)

2. Take notes and pictures during the trial.

Trial Procedure: Charges will be read, opening statements (beginning with the prosecution), questioning
of the witnesses, closing statements (beginning with prosecution), deliberation and verdict.



HIST359/EDUC346B Lesson Planning Form for Differentiating Instruction

Teacher Sullivan

Date Subject/ Topic/ Theme __ Western Civ/The Reformation

l. Objectives

How does this lesson tie in to a unit plan?
This lesson is a “tying together” of Reformation events and people in a trial of Martin Luther, a figure most closely associated with
the period.

What are your objectives for this lesson? (As many as needed. Indicate connections to applicable national or state standards. If an
objective applies to only certain students write the name(s) of the student(s) to whom it applies.)

1) To evaluate the charges and accusations of heresy against Martin Luther.

2) To identify key players in the Reformation.

3) To analyze Reformation primary source documents.

11. Before you start

-Students need to have a solid understanding of Reformation events and ideas to ensure a solid

FUECEUIEIE Mion 6 execution. If students lack understanding, the trial will likely not go as well.

ol sl -Students need to have experience reading primary sources and be able to apply the knowledge so they
can “become” the Reformation figure.
Formative: The written briefs of each witness will demonstrate the students’ basic understanding of
Assessment their Reformation figure and associate document. Teacher will check in with lawyers periodically to
(formative and gauge their progress in preparing for the trial. Lawyers may also need to fill out a project planning
summative) form.

Summative: Trial performance will be an indicator of the students’ understanding. A final reflection
paper will also help students relate the simulation to class material.

ESL students will have great difficulty understanding and also applying the primary documents and
answering unknown oral questions. Teacher should provide guided questions before the reading to
help the student comprehend the material. Teacher should give meaningful feedback on the witness
briefs, to help correct any misunderstanding and anticipation of oral questions. Finally, the teacher
Identify those students should do a verbal check-in before the trial. Teacher should also check in with the tutor where

(individuals or groups) in | @pplicable.
your class who will need
special attention and
describe the level of
support you plan on
giving them. Refer back
to the survey you did of
your class.

Primary sources for each witness
Explanation hand-out
Grading rubrics

Materials-what materials
(books, handouts, etc) do
you need for this lesson
and do you have them?




Do you need to set up
your classroom in any
special way for this
lesson? If so, describe it.

Itis best if the classroom can be set up to resemble a courtroom.

111. The Plan
Time Parts The description of (script for) the lesson, wherein you describe teacher activities and student
activities
Motivation
(Opening/ Students will have already been introduced to the basic facts of the Reformation per in-class notes, the
Introduction/ | textbook, etc.
Engagement)

Now it is time to evaluate the actions and decisions made during the Reformation by re-creating the trial
of Martin Luther.

Students and teacher will go through explanation hand-out together. Teacher will make sure students
understand the requirements.

Names will be drawn from a cup and students may choose what role they would like to have.

Development

Students will get the proper primary source. Teacher will discuss tools to help the students understand the
document and how it should inform them during the trial.

Students will be given research time to gain an understanding of who their figure is, what role they played
in the Reformation, and what their figure’s opinion of Martin Luther (and h w theology) would have been.

Students will prepare their written “witness briefs” for the lawyers. Lawyers will have a short time to
meet with their witnesses and brief them on strategy and questions.

The trial will be held during a block period.

Closure

Students will write a one page reflection paper on how the in-class trial proceedings informed their
understanding the Reformation, specifically of the continuity and change during this period.




Primary Source Links for Each Witness
Charles V-Edict of Worms and message to rulers before meeting with Luther
http://www.crivoice.org/creededictworms.html

Albert of Mainz-Instructio summaria

Martin Luther -Writing “Against Catholicism”
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1535luther.html

Anabaptist-Schleitheim Confession
Ulrich Zwingli-The Marburg Colloquy

Pope Leo X-Papal Bull condemning Luther
http://www.papalencyclicals.net/Leo10/I10exdom.htm

John Calvin-On the Need for Reform in the Catholic Church
http://www.swrb.ab.ca/newslett/actualNLs/NRC ch00.htm

Johann Eck- Letter to friend commenting on debates with Luther

John Tetzel-Sermon on Indulgences
http://www.hol.com/~mikesch/tetzel.htm

Ignatius Loyola-Rules for Thinking with the Church
Philip Melanchthon-Apology of the Augsburg Confession

Pope Paul 1l1-Encyclical and Convening Council of Trent—Initio Nostri
http://www.saint-mike.org/library/Papal Library/Paullll/Sublimus Dei.html

http://www.saint-mike.org/library/Papal Library/Paullll/Convening Council Trent.html

John Wycliff-On the Sacrament of Communion

http://www.cartage.org.lb/en/themes/geoghist/histories/histdocts/Biblio14/A14/Wyclif/wyclif-euch.html

Peasant Revolter-Twelve Articles of the Peasants
http://personal.ashland.edu/~jmoserl/peasantarticles.htm

Erasmus-on the Vernacular Bibles and Lay Interpretations of Scripture


http://www.crivoice.org/creededictworms.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1535luther.html
http://www.papalencyclicals.net/Leo10/l10exdom.htm
http://www.swrb.ab.ca/newslett/actualNLs/NRC_ch00.htm
http://www.hol.com/~mikesch/tetzel.htm
http://www.saint-mike.org/library/Papal_Library/PaulIII/Sublimus_Dei.html
http://www.saint-mike.org/library/Papal_Library/PaulIII/Convening_Council_Trent.html
http://www.cartage.org.lb/en/themes/geoghist/histories/histdocts/Biblio14/A14/Wyclif/wyclif-euch.html
http://personal.ashland.edu/~jmoser1/peasantarticles.htm
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This pleased the Elector Frederick considerably. After I had spoke

{n May 1521, Emperor Charles V issued, in the name of the Diet,
was granted leave.

the following edict against Luther and his followers:

WA, TR 5, No. 5341 Aw it pertains to our office of Roman emperor, not only to enlarge the

funds of the Holy Roman Empire, which our fathers of the (German
iion founded for the defence of the Holy Roman and Catholic Church,
ihiluing unbelievers by the sword, through the divine grace, with much
diglding of blood, but also, adhering to the rule hitherto observed by the
.ww..m.% Roman Church, to take care that no stain or suspicion of ronam.%
ginild contaminate our holy faith within the Roman Empire, or, if
Wwﬂ% had already begun, to extirpate it with all necessary diligence, pru-
@Eﬁ and discretion, as the case might demand;
'Therefore we hold that if it was the duty of any of our ancestors to
Yivd the Christian name, much greater is the obligation on us. . . .
{ertain heresies have sprung up in the German nation within the last
fee years, which were formerly condemned by the holy councils and
il decrees, with the consent of the whole Church, and are now drawn
w from hell; should we permit them to become more deeply rooted,
¢, by our negligence, tolerate and bear with them, our conscience would
¢ yreatly burdened, and the future glory of our name would be covered
iy 1 dark cloud in the auspicious beginnings of our reign.
" Yince now without doubt it is plain to you all how far these errors and
sresies depart from the Christian way, which a certain Martin Luther,
i the Augustinian order, has sought violently and virulently to introduce
il disseminate within the Christian religion and its established order,
gpecially in the German nation, which is renowned as a wm@naa
siroyer of all unbelief and heresy; so that, unless it is speedily pre-
%ited, the whole German nation, and later all other nations, will be in-
tied by this same disorder, and mighty dissolution and pitiable
gwnfall of good morals, and of the peace and the Christian faith, will
it ...
ma?a although, after the delivery of the papal bull and final condemna-
i of Luther, we proclaimed the bull in many places in the German
iition, a5 well as in our Burgundian lands, and especially its execution at
slogne, Trier, Mainz and Licge, nevertheless Martin Luther has taken
it sccount of it, nor lessened nor revoked his errors, nor sought absolu-
il from his Papal Holiness or grace from the holy Christian Church;
it like a madman plotting the manifest destruction of the holy Church,
ii¢ «laily scatters abroad much worse fruit and effect of his depraved heart
4l mind through very numerous books. . . .
Therein he destroys, overturns and abuses the number, arrangement

» The morning after Luther’s second appearance Emperor Charl
V2 assembled the rulers and stated his own position.

You know that my ancestors were the most Christian Emperors of 1h§
illustrious German nation, the Catholic kings of Spain, the archdukes i
Austria, and the dukes of Burgundy, who all were, until death, faithii
sons of the Roman Church. Always they defended the Catholic faith,
sacred ceremonies, decretals, ordinances and holy rites to the honour g
God, the propagation of the faith and the salvation of souls. After th
deaths they left, by natural law and heritage, these holy Catholic rites, lu
us to live and to die following their example.

I am therefore resolved to maintain everything which these my forg
bears have established to the present, especially that which my pred
cessors ordered at the Council of Constance and at other councils, It |
certain that a single monk errs in his opinion which is against what all
Christendom has held for over a thousand years to the present. Accordi
to his opinion all of Christendom has always been in error. To settle thi
matter I am therefore determined to use all my dominions and posses
sions, my friends, my body, my blood, my life and my soul. It would 4
a great disgrace for you and me, the illustrious and renowned Germu
nation, appointed by privilege and singular pre-eminence to be th
defenders and protectors of the Catholic faith, as well as a perpetual dig
honour for both us and our posterity, if in our time not only heresy, by
the suspicion of heresy and the degradation of the Christian religion wes
due to our negligence. :

After the impertinent reply which Luther gave yesterday in w
presence, I declare that I now regret having delayed so long the pre
ceedings against him and his false doctrines. I am resolved that I wi
never again hear him talk. He is to be taken back immediately accordin
to the arrangements of the mandate with due regard for the stipulations
of his safe-conduct. He is not to preach or seduce the people with his nsm
doctrine and is not to incite rebellion. As said above, I am resolved to a
and proceed against him as against a notorious heretic, asking you to sta
your opinion as good Christians and to keep the vow given me.

Dewtsche Reichstagsakren, 11, 595~
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458 The Reformation in Its Own Words atholic Response and Renewal 459

feputation and power guaranteed safe travel and freedom and safety.
Time had advanced too rapidly, however, to allow the announcement
f the selection of the new town. November 1st was near and winter,
hich would make any announcement impossible, stood outside. We were
therefore forced to postpone the church council again to the first of May
of the following year. This having been firmly decided, we proceeded
ith preparations to have, by God’s help, a sacred and good council. We
it that it would be profitable both for the council and entire Christen-
om if the Christian princes would find themselves in peaceful concord.
hus we asked our beloved sons in Christ, the Roman Emperor Charles,
nd the Most Christian King Francis, to meet with us for consultation.
With letters, nuncios and legates from the ranks of our reverend
rethren we asked unceagingly that after all the enmity and discord they
ould unite themselves to firm alliance and true friendship and thereby
d Christendom in its shaky state. After all, God had especially given
em power, 5o we asserted, to save Christendom. If they did not act and
show concern in their policies for the common good of Christendom, God
would demand a strict account of them. Finally the rulers heeded our
Admonition and proceeded to Nizza where we also, despite our m%mao& .
ige, travelled, in order to restore peace, with God’s help.

When the time of the council approached we sent three virtuous and

putable legates from the ranks of our cardinals to Vicenza. They were
fo open the council, receive the arriving prelates, and undertake whatever
peared necessary until we, upon return from the peace talks, could
turselves direct everything. . . .
Though no permanent peace was concluded at Nizza between the two
tulers, on account of our sins, a ten-year truce was agreed upon. We
hoped that one of its results s.czE be that the council could convene un-~
indered and that a lasting peace could thereupon be brought-about by
e council by its authority. We admonished the rulers to attend the
touncil themselves, to bring along their prelates, and call the absent ones.
hey did neither and excused themselves with the necessity to return to
their realms and the complete exhaustion of their prelates, who had to
cover from their travel and financial obligations. They asked postpone-
jhent of the council. We refused, but then received word from our legates
Vicenza that even after the day appointed for the council hardly a
reign prelate had arrived at the city. Learning this news, we Hamrmng
hat the council could not possibly be held at this time.

We therefore conceded to the rulers and postponed the opening of
e council to the next feast of the Resurrection of our Lord. . . . Moti-
ted by hope for peace and constrained by the will of powerful rulers,

Emmo_m but our errors and our guilt (or rather: the wrath of God comin
on account of our sins) have causéd great damage: Rhodes was In f
Hungary aggressively assailed, war on land and sea planned agwinul
Italy, Austria and Illyria. Our godless and merciless enemy, the Tk,
never sleeps and considers the hatred and disagreement among us i aii
opportune moment to carry out his plans.

In the midst of this vehement storm of heresy, discord and war, we
are called to guide responsibly the ship of Peter. We put little trust in
our own mﬁosmnr but cast all our cares on the Lord to sustain us [ Pualiy

54.23] and equip our hearts with firmness mnm our spirits with :::m_:
and wisdom. :

We reflected that our’truly enlightened and holy predecessors :_:_z
convened, in times of great danger of Christendom, general councils anil
assemblies of bishops as the best and most appropriate means of sulv-
tion. Therefore we also considered the possibility of such a council.

We sought the views of rulers whose assent seemed particularly
valuable and useful. We found that they did not want to absent therig:
selves from such a holy undertaking. Therefore we summoned an ceus
menical council and general assembly of all bishops and other concer neid
fathers to meet at Mantua on 23rd May 1537, the third year ol ouf
pontificate. Our letters and documents will bear this out. We hoped that
the Lord, had we there assembled, would be in our midst, accordin fi
his promise, and would dispel graciously and mercifully all storms of thg
time and remove all danger by the breath of his mouth.

But the enemy of man always pursues his good works. Contrary fi
our hope and expectation we were refused the town of Mantua unless We
agreed to conditions which were altogether against the precepts of 1
predecessors, current practice, and the dignity and freedom of the [l
See, indeed the universal church. This we pointed out in another leite

Thus we had to seek a new site and select another city. Since we wor
unsuccessful in our immediate efforts, we were forced to postpone the
solemn assembly until 1st November.

In the meantime our eternal and cruel enemy, the Turk, attacked
Italy with a large navy. He occupied, destroyed and plundered scveril
towns on the Apullian coast and took men away as captives. Fear aml
danger abounded. We had to fortify our shores and aid our neighbo
None the less, we constantly deliberated with Christian rulers, asking theii
for their views concerning an appropriate site for the gathering. Sinu
they answered in indefinite and contradictory fashion, we selected witlj
the best intentions and, as we thought, after extensive consideratinyy
Vicenza, a prominent town suggested to us by Venice, whose courayy,
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74 The Reformation in Its Own Words

virtually discounted. You should have heard the audacity of these men
who are blind and undaunted in their wickedness. Luther denies that Peter
was the prince of the apostles. He denies that ecclesiastical obedience is
derived from divine Law, but holds that it was created only by human
agrecment or the concession of the Emperor. He denies that the Church
was built upon Peter, despite the words: ‘Upon this rock will 1 build my
church.” When I quoted Augustine, Jerome, Ambrose, Gregory, Cyprian, |
Chrysostom, Leo, Bernard, and even Theophylact, he repudiated them all
without 2 blush, declaring that he would rather stand alone against 4
thousand because Christ and none other is the foundation of the Church,
for other foundation can no man lay. This I disproved with the twenty-
second chapter of Revelation concerning the twelve foundations. There-
upon he defended the schismatic Greeks, insisting that they were saved
even though they are not under obedience to the Pope.

Concerning the tenets of the Bohemians he said that some of the
teachings condemned by the Council of Constance had been most
Christian and evangelical. By such foolish error, he frightened and

alienated many who bad been devoted to him.

I asked him, ‘If the primacy of the Pope is derived only of human right
and of the consent of the believers, whence do you have the monastic ;
cloth that you wear ? Whence do you have the authority to preach and to
hear the confession of your parishioners?” To this he replied that he
wished there were no mendicant orders. He made also other scandalous |
and absurd statements: that a council could err because it consisted of
human beings; that one could not prove from Scripture that there is a
purgatory, etc. . . . .

In many matters, however, they hit me unprepared. First of all by -
bringing along many books with which they wete familiar. These they
even brought to the place of the disputation, perusing them and always
reading from them, though it meant their own derision. Secondly, be-
cause they always tock the transcript of the debate with them and dis-
cussed it at their lodging while 1 never looked at a single word until the

disputation was Over. Thirdly, there were many of them: two doctors,

Lange, the vicar of the Augustinians, two licentiates of theology, #
greatly conceited grandson of Reuchlin, three doctors of law, and
number of masters who supported them at home and in public, indeed
even during the disputation itself. I, however, stood all alone only in the
' company of my good cause. have asked your monastic brethren to copy
the proceedings of the disputation for you and to send it to you as sool
as possible. I request, for the sake of him whom I serve with all my
power, that you carnestly defend the faith for which you have already
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shown concern. Not that I want you to interfere and thus cause hatred
upon you and your order. I only desire that you stand by me with your
wounsel and your learning. The men of Wittenberg took their time with
the disputation which they did not wish in the first place. At first Luther
,‘_,E not want to have any university in the world as judge. But the most.
F_Em.sw: prince, Duke George of Saxony, would not permit any dis-
putation concerning matters of faith unless competent teachers would
judge. Thus Luther was forced into it, urged by his supporters. If he had
not debated and agreed to have judges all would have left him. When I
left the selection of universities up to him he chose Paris and Erfurt. 1
do not know the University of Paris, but your order has many good con-

" nections with it. I would cordially ask you, Reverend Father, for the sake

of n.ra Christian faith, to write to your friends or, if you please, to the .
entire university so that, upon receiving the disputation from the beloved
raler George with a request for a decision, they do not refuse it, but
eourageously attack the opponents. We both recognize them as judges. I |
hope the matter is clear enough that it does not need a long examination, -
May they at once give their judgment according to the ruler’s request and -
affirm what is in accord with our faith. . . .

The men of Wittenberg left in a fury and virtually without bidding
good-bye to their innkeeper. This is already my ninth day here after the
debate, which lasted for three weeks. On St Peter’s Day, at the place of
the disputation, Luther preached, in the absence of the prince, 2 Hussite
sermon full of error. Thereupon I preached both on the day of the Visita- ‘
tion of Mary and on the following day before as large a congregation as I
w..u.na.rmﬁ against his errors so that the people became fearful of them.
I'omorrow I will do it again and then bid good-bye to Leipzig.

Luthers Simmtliche Schriften, herausg. Walch. XV, 1451

b Duke George of Saxony approached the universities of Paris and
Erfurt for their opinion of the debate. Here is his letter to Paris
and the evasive answer from Erfurt.? .

Q.H.aﬁmsm. The Rector and Professors of our University of Leipzig are
sending you the recent debate of Johann Eck of Ingolstadt and Martin
l.uther of Wittenberg, professors of theology, which was held on some
matters of theology and the Bible a few days ago with our permission at.
the University of Leipzig, and which was taken down from the mouths
of the debaters by notaries public. Both sides agreed to refer judgment to .
the canonists and theologians of your ancient university, excluding the
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6 Documents on the Continental Reformation

should not be jealous of those ahead and those ahead, in turn, should encourage the
rest so that they do not give up. Why must we limit this duty, which is placed on
everyone, to only a few? This makes sensc. Baptism is given to everyone — and
here one sees the first confession of Christian belief — also the other Sacraments
and (in the end) immortality as well, without distinction. Why then are doctrines
kept only for a few whom most people call theologians or monks. They make up
only a tiny section of the Christian population - and T wish they lived more like
their names! 1 am afraid that some theologians are very unlike what their name
implies for they are concerned with earthly rather than heavenly matrers. The
monks, too, claim to embrace Christ’s poverty and despise the world and yet they
are often very worldly. The true thieologian, in my opinion, teaches (by a quality of
mind, the expression, the eyes, Dy a life that has no use for wealth, not by
complicated arguments) that Christians should not trust in the things of this world
but rely on spiritual supports. For example, that wrongs should not be avenged,
chat those who wish ill should be wished well, those who deserve ill should get
better, that all good men — all part of the same body — should be loved and
valued the same. Evil, if it cannot be removed, should be tolerated. Also, people
who have lost every possession, or who have given up possessions, or who grieve are
blessed and should not be despiscd. Even death should be welcomed by the true
believer since it is really the gateway to eternal life. If anyone, led by the Holy
Spirit, preaches or teaches, ot exhorts, or spreads or encourages others in such
beliefs then that person is a true theologian even if only a manual worker or a
weaver. And, if someone’s life shows these beliefs then that person is a great teacher
of the Church. Some people, even non-Christians, may argue better about angelic
knowledge but the duty of a true Christian theologian is to convince us to live like
angels without sin’s stains.

2 Ulrich Wiest (Master Singer, Augsburg, ¢, 1450) on Warmongering
German Bishops

In Summer 1449, the Archbishop-Elector of Mainz, Dieter von Erbach, along with eighty-six
other princes and lords declared war on the town of Hall in Swabia. The high number of clerics in
Germany who were also secular lords, the fragmentation of the German political landscape, and
the inevitable in-fighting which this produced was a particular problem in the German Church.

[K1: 366-72, passim}

The poor naive Christians are innocent even as their blood flows in this war,
confessing sins they cannot name. But the Church leaders who should lead the
Church, whose godliness should be an ornament for the faith are at the front of the
battle in word and deed. The Prince-Bishop of Mainz loves sword and fire. He

Warning Signs Appear 7

should stay at home and sing in the choir and beg that he himself be spared the
rack and the fire. The Bishop of Eichstitt is there beside him. Babenberg relishes
war’s games. This is the thanks we get for our donations! The faith built up by the
churchmen of old which has stood the test of time is frittered away by these
profligate churchmen. We cty out to you, O Lord, in our pain. The outcome is all
too clear, Revenge will see all the priests killed. All prophets agree that when God’s
patience is exhausted He will step in and snap the bishops’ pride and lust. He will
whip up a whirlwind of anger which will blow the Church away like so much dust.
Christians do not give donations to see them wasted on unchristian pomp and
partying, on lives that offend God and Christ. Charity pays for tournaments and
pageants.... With donations they gamble and give parties, with donations they buy,
invest and sell for profit, with donations they hire mercenaries for war, with
donations they finance a splendid court-life, donations give them money to waste
on games and sports, to engage in every silly ching, to supply the bishops’ free-time
with amusements, to allow them to taste every evil pleasure, to fill their pockets
with unneeded wealth....Donations are used to produce contempt for truth and
good. Donations become wols of greed, pride, gluttony, apathy, abuse of power. O
lord our God, hear our plea. Why do Your servants have to suffer while these
greedy bishops just get more arrogant? I beg You, O Lord, bend their stiff and
proud hearts, turn their minds from pride and teach them humility.

8 The Reformation of the Emperor Sigismund (Basel, ¢. 1438)

Many Germans saw the evils which came from combining clerical and secular power. However,
one should be aware of the extent to which leading nobles were also aware that any reduction of
the Church’s secular power would inevitably benefit them.

(K6]

Concerning the Bishaps

Just look at the behaviour of today’s bishops. They start wars and cause general
unrest. They act just like regular princes which, of course, is what they really are.
Instead of being used for honest work in the parish they use the godly donations for
this sort of activity — it should not go to finance wars. [ think Duke Frederick was
absolutely right when he told Emperor Sigismund at Basel that the bishops were
blind and it was up to [the princes] to open their eyes....

Bishops should not own castles. They should live in the main church in their
diocese and live there like a Christian should. They should be an example to the
priests in their diocese. Instead all they do today is ride about like princes. Peace
would stand a better chance if this sort of behaviour were abolished....
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12 Documents on the Continental Reformation

themselves and, especially, their deceased relatives. These indulgences played on the best (and
worst) aspects of people’s concern for themselves and others. There was always the grave danger
that the common people might come to the conclusion that they were being both frightened and
fleeced.

[M4: 5.362]

[Tetzel] got an immense amount of money while preaching in Germany, especially
ar the new [silver] mines at St Annaberg which is where I, Frederick Mecum, heard
him two years ago. There a large sum was collected. All the money was sent to
Rome. What this stupid and brazen monk said was incredible. He claimed that if a
Christian had sex with his mother and then put some money in the Pope’s
indulgence chest that the Pope had the power in heaven and earth to forgive the
incest and that, if the Pope forgave it, God would have to as well. Also, if they gave
happily, buying grace and pardon, then the hills of St Annaberg would turn to solid
silver. Also, as soon as a coin rang in the chest the soul, for whom it was paid,
would spring up to heaven. This indulgence was so valuable that when the
commissioner [Tetzel] came into a city the official letter announcing it was carried
on a satin pillow or one embroidered with gold. All the priests, monks, city
councillors, scholars, men, women (matried and unmarried) and the children met
him with banners, candles, songs and a parade. All the bells rang out, the organs
played, he was led into the church, a red cross was put up in the middle of the
church and the Popes flag was displayed. Basically, even God Himself could not

have got a better reception or been entertained with gteater honour.

13 Luther’s ‘Complaints to Charles V* (Diet of Worms, 1521)

The previous complaints and problems are summed up in this last extract which is part of a series
of 102 complaints laid before Charles V by Luther at the Diet of Worms, 1521, One can easily see
how the sale of indulgences could be viewed as yet one more proof — in fact, the clearest proof —
of the anti-German attitude of the Roman Church, its blatant avaice, and its overweening power
inside Germany.

[W2; 670-704, passim]

14 The Pope is insatiable. Every day he comes up with some niew way to

squeeze motey out of the Germans.... N

18 He strives...to stop the free election of churchmen in our cathedral
churches. Instead he appoints whomever he wants and ignores a lawfully elected

bishop....

19 Popes and bishops say that there are certain sins which only they can
remove. When someone commits such a sin he quickly sces that only money will
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take care of it. Rome gives out no dispensations except for payment in gold. A
poor man will see his case ignored because he has no money. On the other hand,
a rich man can get a note from Rome granting absolution for sins he might
commit in the future: for example, murder and perjury. This proves thar Rome’s
greediness actually increases the number of sins and vices in the world.

22 We think it is disgusting that the Pope allows so many indulgences to be
sold in Germany. This practice confuses and cheats the simple people out of their
money. The Pope sends special men to sell these indulgences and allows them to
keep part of the proceeds for their expenses....The local bishops and lozds also
get a ‘cut’ for helping to arrange the sales. This money comes from the poor who
cannot see the Papal court’s con-job.

39 There should only be one reason for people being required to do spiritual
penance, that is, to save their souls. But, these days, Church judges make the
penalties so difficult that most people are forced to pay a fine as an alternative.
This allows an immense amount of money to flow into Rome’s pockets.
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