
 

Introduction: 

Now that we have learned so much about the Reformation, we are transported back to Worms in 1521. 

Luther will present himself before the Holy Roman Emperor to address the Church’s claims that he is a 

heretic. Reformation figures will be coming from all over space and time to accuse or defend Martin 

Luther on the count of: Development and preaching of heretical doctrine. 

Roles in the Simulation: 

Characters will be assigned by lottery (except the lawyers). Each student will be responsible to: 

 Research the identity of the person 

 Read the primary source provided (associated with your character)  

 Develop an understanding of what the person would think about Martin Luther and how he 

would answer the questions. 

Lawyers will receive written briefs from the witnesses on each side about the biography and documents 

of each.  

The Prosecution  The Defense   Neutral (if class size necessitates) 

2 Attorneys   2 Attorneys   Charles V  

Albert of Mainz -  Martin Luther-   News  

Anabaptist-   Ulrich Zwingli- 

Pope Leo X -   John Calvin- 

Johann Eck-   Peasant Revolter- 

John Tetzel-   Erasmus- 

Ignatius Loyola-   Philip Melanchthon- 

Pope Paul III-   John Wycliff- 

    

   

 



Requirements: 

Witnesses: 

1. Will testify in court. Must be able to answer questions consistently with their views and life 

relevant to the Reformation. 

2. Will submit a one page biography about himself, a 1/2  page summary and analysis of the 

primary source document provided, and ½ page analysis of what your figure would think about 

Luther. 

Prosecution and Defense Team (two people for each): 

1. Will read the briefs submitted by each witness in advance of the trial. 

2. Develop and opening and closing statement (3-5 minutes each). Outlines need to be turned in. 

3. Develop 4-6 questions for each witness taking the stand. Questioning for each witness may not 

exceed five minutes. 

Charles V  

1. Will submit a one page biography about himself, a 1/2 page summary and analysis of the 

primary source document provided, and ½ page analysis of what is at stake for the Holy Roman 

Empire. 

2. Will preside over the trial, keeping time and order. 

News Staff 

1. Will observe and report on all events relating to the trial, merging the actual historical events 

with our trial happenings. i.e. Research on how we got to the trial and who is involved and them 

report on the events and decision of our court. (2-3 pages) 

2. Take notes and pictures during the trial. 

 

Trial Procedure: Charges will be read, opening statements (beginning with the prosecution), questioning 

of the witnesses, closing statements (beginning with prosecution), deliberation and verdict. 

 

 

 

 



HIST359/EDUC346B Lesson Planning Form for Differentiating Instruction   
 

Teacher  Sullivan               

 

Date       Subject/ Topic/ Theme  Western Civ/The Reformation    

 

I. Objectives 

How does this lesson tie in to a unit plan? 

This lesson is a “tying together” of Reformation events and people in a trial of Martin Luther, a figure most closely associated with 

the period. 

 

What are your objectives for this lesson? (As many as needed.  Indicate connections to applicable national or state standards.  If an 

objective applies to only certain students write the name(s) of the student(s) to whom it applies.) 

1) To evaluate the charges and accusations of heresy against Martin Luther. 

2) To identify key players in the Reformation. 

3) To analyze Reformation primary source documents. 
 

  

 

II. Before you start 

Prerequisite knowledge 

and skills. 

 

 

-Students need to have a solid understanding of Reformation events and ideas to ensure a solid 

execution. If students lack understanding, the trial will likely not go as well. 

-Students need to have experience reading primary sources and be able to apply the knowledge so they 

can “become” the Reformation figure. 

 

Assessment 

(formative and 

summative) 

 

Formative: The written briefs of each witness will demonstrate the students’ basic understanding of 

their Reformation figure and associate document. Teacher will check in with lawyers periodically to 

gauge their progress in preparing for the trial. Lawyers may also need to fill out a project planning 

form. 

Summative: Trial performance will be an indicator of the students’ understanding. A final reflection 

paper will also help students relate the simulation to class material. 

 

Identify those students 

(individuals or groups) in 

your class who will need 

special attention and 

describe the level of 

support you plan on 

giving them.  Refer back 

to the survey you did of 

your class. 

 

ESL students will have great difficulty understanding and also applying the primary documents and 

answering unknown oral questions. Teacher should provide guided questions before the reading to 

help the student comprehend the material. Teacher should give meaningful feedback on the witness 

briefs, to help correct any misunderstanding and anticipation of oral questions. Finally, the teacher 

should do a verbal check-in before the trial. Teacher should also check in with the tutor where 

applicable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Materials-what materials 

(books, handouts, etc) do 

you need for this lesson 

and do you have them? 

 

Primary sources for each witness 

Explanation hand-out 

Grading rubrics 



Do you need to set up 

your classroom in any 

special way for this 

lesson?  If so, describe it. 

 

It is best if the classroom can be set up to resemble a courtroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III. The Plan 

Time 
Parts 

The description of  (script for) the lesson, wherein you describe teacher activities and student 

activities 

 Motivation 

(Opening/ 

Introduction/ 

Engagement) 

 

Students will have already been introduced to the basic facts of the Reformation per in-class notes, the 

textbook, etc. 

 

Now it is time to evaluate the actions and decisions made during the Reformation by re-creating the trial 

of Martin Luther. 

 

Students and teacher will go through explanation hand-out together. Teacher will make sure students 

understand the requirements. 

 

Names will be drawn from a cup and students may choose what role they would like to have. 

 

 

 

 
Development 

 

Students will get the proper primary source. Teacher will discuss tools to help the students understand the 

document and how it should inform them during the trial. 

 

Students will be given research time to gain an understanding of who their figure is, what role they played 

in the Reformation, and what their figure’s opinion of Martin Luther (and h w theology) would have been. 

 

Students will prepare their written “witness briefs” for the lawyers. Lawyers will have a short time to 

meet with their witnesses and brief them on strategy and questions. 

 

The trial will be held during a block period. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closure 

 

 

 

 

 

Students will write a one page reflection paper on how the in-class trial proceedings informed their 

understanding the Reformation, specifically of the continuity and change during this period. 

 



Primary Source Links for Each Witness 

Charles V-Edict of Worms and message to rulers before meeting with Luther 

http://www.crivoice.org/creededictworms.html 

 

Albert of Mainz-Instructio summaria 

 

Martin Luther -Writing “Against Catholicism” 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1535luther.html    

 

Anabaptist-Schleitheim Confession   

 

Ulrich Zwingli-The Marburg Colloquy 

 

Pope Leo X-Papal Bull condemning Luther 

http://www.papalencyclicals.net/Leo10/l10exdom.htm   

 

John Calvin-On the Need for Reform in the Catholic Church 

http://www.swrb.ab.ca/newslett/actualNLs/NRC_ch00.htm 

 

Johann Eck- Letter to friend commenting on debates with Luther   

 

John Tetzel-Sermon on Indulgences 

http://www.hol.com/~mikesch/tetzel.htm    

 

Ignatius Loyola-Rules for Thinking with the Church   

 

Philip Melanchthon-Apology of the Augsburg Confession 

 

Pope Paul III-Encyclical and Convening Council of Trent—Initio Nostri 

http://www.saint-mike.org/library/Papal_Library/PaulIII/Sublimus_Dei.html 

http://www.saint-mike.org/library/Papal_Library/PaulIII/Convening_Council_Trent.html    

 

John Wycliff-On the Sacrament of Communion 

http://www.cartage.org.lb/en/themes/geoghist/histories/histdocts/Biblio14/A14/Wyclif/wyclif-euch.html 

 

Peasant Revolter-Twelve Articles of the Peasants 

http://personal.ashland.edu/~jmoser1/peasantarticles.htm  

 

Erasmus-on the Vernacular Bibles and Lay Interpretations of Scripture 

http://www.crivoice.org/creededictworms.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1535luther.html
http://www.papalencyclicals.net/Leo10/l10exdom.htm
http://www.swrb.ab.ca/newslett/actualNLs/NRC_ch00.htm
http://www.hol.com/~mikesch/tetzel.htm
http://www.saint-mike.org/library/Papal_Library/PaulIII/Sublimus_Dei.html
http://www.saint-mike.org/library/Papal_Library/PaulIII/Convening_Council_Trent.html
http://www.cartage.org.lb/en/themes/geoghist/histories/histdocts/Biblio14/A14/Wyclif/wyclif-euch.html
http://personal.ashland.edu/~jmoser1/peasantarticles.htm
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