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PREFACE.

THE present Volume chiefly consists of Tracts, which, though
unquestionably the production of CALVIN'S pen, and every
way worthy of it, have hitherto been inaccessible to the Eng-
lish reader. They are somewhat miscellaneous in their
nature, but, as bearing directly on the leading points at issue
between Roman Catholics and Protestants, may be classed
under the head of Tracts relating to the Reformation.

The Tract first in order, viz., SADOLET’S LETTER TO THE
GENEVESE, with CALvIN'S REPLY, derives great interest not
only from the important points discussed in it, but also from
the circumstances in which the discussion took place. Owing
to the unchristian spirit which prevailed in Geneva, Calvin,
with his colleagues, Corald and Farel, deemed themselves
justified in resorting to the strong measure of declining to
dispense the Communion. The popular resentment was
roused, and bad men taking advantage of it, succeeded in
obtaining a decree, by which those three Pastors were sum-
marily banished from the city. It was hoped that the de-
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cree, the effect apparently of momentary ebullition, would
be rescinded, and other Churches with this view interposed
their mediation. But the decree, however rashly made, was
resolutely enforced, and the Pastors were obliged to take
what must have been regarded as their final leave.

The opportunity was too tempting for Rome not to avail
herself of it; and, accordingly, one of her highest digni-
taries, an accomplished scholar, and what was rarer in those
times, a man of great public and private worth, came for-
ward with an artful address, in which, under strong expres-
sions of attachment to his “ very dear brethren” the Ge-
nevese, and anxious desires to promote their interests, both
secular and spiritual, he laboured to woo them back to the
See of Rome.

The person best able to answer the Letter had been
ignominiously exiled, and Sadolet naturally calculated, that
while the resentment of the people would procure a favour-
able hearing to his representations, the resentment of Calvin
would not allow him to expose them. From the account
which Beza gives, it would seem that the former calculation
was correct. Not so the latter. The whole history of Cal-
vin's life shows that zeal for the interest of the Church was
his ruling passion, and, therefore, when he saw the mischief
which Sadolet’s Letter threatened to produce, he at once
forgot his own wrongs, and laboured as zealously for the
best interests of the Genevese as if he had still been dis-
charging the office of Pastor among them.

The REPLY, besides containing a triumphant vindication
of the Reformed doctrine—a vindication so triumphant that

|



PREFACE. vii

Sadolet is said to have forthwith given up the affair as des-
perate, is written in a spirit of meekness and candour.
Calvin is even more eulogistic of his opponent than any
thing in Sadolet’s Letter seems to justify, and in so far
gives a practical refutation of the charge that he never
engaged in controversy without losing his temper and in-
sulting his opponent. The Letter and Reply bear the date
of 1539.

The next Tract of the Volume contains a series of ARTICLES,
in which the Theological Faculty of Paris (THE SORBONNE)
took it upon them authoritatively to declare what all reli-
gious instructors were bound to teach, and the whole Church
to believe. It seems that the Sorbonnists had not been able
to keep their own body free from the taint of what they called
heresy, and as the most effectual method of extirpating it,
drew up these Articles for subscription by all their members,
and by all candidates for membership.

The object being to expel every man whose convictions
would not allow him to subscribe, care was taken to exhibit
the most obnoxious tenets of Popery in the strongest terms in
which it was possible to'state them, and thereby render eva-
sion impossible. The effect has been to give an air of absur-
dity to the gravest of their statements, and make it difficult
to treat them with seriousness. To this circumstance, the
form which Calvin has given to his Antidote is probably to
be ascribed. He first gives an Article, and immediately
subjoins what he calls the Proof. You accordingly begin to
read, never doubting that the Proof is from the pen of the
Sorbonnist who framed the Article, but soon meet with
arguments, which, though very much in the manner of a
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Sorbonnist, tell most powerfully against him, and reveal the
fact, that what purports to be a Proof by the Sorbonnist is
indeed a proof—not, however, of the thing said to be proved,
but of its opposite; in other words, is a Reductio ad absur-
dum by Calvin.

This mode of refutation probably told better in Paris
than the most solid discussion would have done; but Cal-
vin, apparently aware that ridicule, especially in matters of
religion, is a dangerous, and from its very nature an imper-
fect weapon, fitted only to demolish error, and not to estab-
lish truth, immediately subjoins what properly forms the
Antidote, viz. a clear statement of sound doctrine, confirmed
by passages of Scripture, and supported by numerous quota-
tions from the Fathers.

Some persons are so little acquainted with Calvin’s writings
as to imagine, that in forming his theological system he set all
human authority at defiance, and deliberately opposed his
own judgment to the general consent of Christian antiquity.
There cannot be a greater mistake. The leading principle
of Protestantism—the paramount authority and perfect suffi-
ciency of Scripture—he undoubtedly did hold and strenuously
inculcate, but he also venerated the early Fathers of the
Church, and scarcely ever omitted an opportunity of strength-
ening his views by showing how well they accorded with
theirs. In proof of the fact, it is sufficient to refer to this
Antidote, which is rich in Patristic lore, and well merits the
attention of all who desire to see a short authoritative state-
ment of the peculiar tenets of the Romish Church, and a re-
futation of them equally solid and sarcastic. Its date is
1542,

e — .
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The next, and unquestionably the most important, Tract
of the Volume is THE NECEsSITY OF REFORMING THE
CHURCH, which is written in the form of an Address to
the Diet which met at Spires in 1543, and bears to be pre-
sented “in the name of all who would have Christ to
reign.” It does not appear that Calvin was actually em-
ployed by the Protestants of Germany, but he writes in
their name, and with an ability which must have been of
essential service to their cause. His object being to justify
the course which the Reformers had taken, he proposes to
consider the three following points :—

First, The evils which compelled the Reformers to have
recourse to remedies.

SecoND, The particular remedies which they employed.

TrirD, The necessity of an immediate application of these
remedies.

It is obvious that these heads embrace the whole question
at issue between the Protestants and those who, whether
nominally of the Romish Church or not, favour its preten-
gions. The Treatise, accordingly, is not of the ephemeral
interest of the Diet which gave occasion to it, but embraces
the great questions by which the Church is agitated at the
present day. Indeed, in reading it, one is often led insen-
sibly into the belief, that, instead of being the production of
three centuries ago, it is a powerful protest written by some
modern hand against the prevailing errors and threatened
dangers of our own times. It is certainly melancholy to
think that the Church should still be combating errors
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which were so long ago triumphantly refuted; but it is
pleasing to think that that refutation still exists, and is
now to obtain, through the medium of the Calvin Trans-
lation Society, a circulation far more extensive than it has
ever yet had. Every one who studies it thoroughly puts
himself in possession of a weapon offensive and defensive,
which will enable him, within his own sphere, to fight the
battle of true Protestantism against open enemies and
treacherous friends.

The occasion on which “ The Necessity of Reforming the
Church” was written was well fitted to call forth Calvin’s ut-
most powers. He had undertaken to plead the cause which
was dearest to his heart before an assembly perhaps the most
august that Europe could then have furnished. In similar
circumstances the advocate is usually dispirited by a conscious-
ness that his efforts will be unavailing ; but on this occasion
there was some ground to hope that he might not plead in
vain. Not only were several Princes of the Empire, and
other members of the Diet, avowedly in favour of the Pro-
testant cause, but the Emperor himself seemed not indisposed
to do it justice. The strongest passions of his mind were
ambition and bigotry, and when both could be gratified, the
Protestants had everything to fear. Now, however, the two
passions were at variance, and it was generally supposed
that when the Emperor found it impossible to prosecute his
ambitious schemes without conciliating the Protestants, he
would take the necessary steps for that purpose, though it
ghould be at the expense of a rupture with Rome. Hence
this Diet was looked forward to with the deepest interest by
all parties.
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Calvin’s task thus was not merely to give a solid unim-
passioned defence of Protestant doctrine, but to work upon
the minds of those whom he addressed, and suggest and en-
force considerations which, while founded on Christian prin-
ciples, would not be without influence on mere politicians.
His style, accordingly, is more animated than he might have
deemed necessary or becoming in an ordinary theological
discussion, and passages occasionally occur which, in point of
eloquence, would not lose by comparison with any thing in the
celebrated Dedication prefixed to his Institutes. Those who
betray their ignorance, while they would display their wit, by
sneering at Calvin as a dry, crabbed, lumbering theologian,
would do well to read this Treatise, which certainly proves
that its distinguished author, had he been so disposed,
might easily have obtained a first place in literature and
political science. Happily for himself, and for the world
at large, he was directed to a better course,—a course
which, while it might have seemed to have shut him out
from fame, has given it to him in a purer form, and to a
wider extent, than mere literature and statesmanship could
have bestowed.

The expectations which the Protestants had entertained,
though not fully realised by the Diet of Spires, were not
altogether disappointed. Of this we have a very complete and
interesting proof in the next Tract of the present Volume.
The Diet decreed that, in the meantime, Protestants
should continue in the possession of their rights, and a pro-
mise was given by the Emperor that no time would be lost
in assembling a General Council for the final determination
of religious differences. His Holiness, PorE PauL III., ap-
pears to have been horrified at these concessions. He was
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equally grieved and provoked at the threatened revolt of his
“ very dear son” the Emperor; and having, as he says, the
example of Eli before him, felt bound to eschew it, in order
that he might not expose himself to Eli’s punishment. He
accordingly addressed the Emperor in what is designated a
PATERNAL ADMONITION, warning him of the dangers to which
his “evil communication” with heretics was exposing him,
and concluding with a very significant hint of the punish-
ment which his Holiness, notwithstanding of his natural
meekness, might be compelled, by an imperative sense of

duty, to inflict. The whole Admonition affords a curious, -

and, if any need it, a very convincing specimen of the arro-
gant pretensions of the Church of Rome.

Calvin’s REMARKS are occasionally written in a harsher
spirit than might be wished. The animadversions may not
be beyond the Pope’s deserts; but it must be admitted,
that Calvin, while thinking only of what was due to his
opponent, has sometimes forgotten what was due to himself.
The excuse that he wrote in the spirit of his age, though the
best that can be offered, is not quite satisfactory, as it may be
rejoined, that men endowed with such talents as Calvin pos-
sessed are bound not to follow, but to guide, and, when neces-
sary, to contradict the spirit of their age. Still, overlooking
the occasional harshness of the Remarks, it is impossible to
deny that they are full of talent and learning, and most
effectually refute the arrogant pretemsions of the Romish
See. In particular, the Pope’s unfortunate allusion to the
case of Eli’s sons is made to tell so powerfully against him,
that Pallavicini, in his History of the Council of Trent, has
judged it necessary to come to the rescue. His defence,
however, is more zealous than wise. Without denying the
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immoralities with which Calvin had charged the Pope, he
merely argues, that such immoralities, if held to exclude
the party guilty of them from proceeding against other de-
linquents, would put an end to all discipline and govern-
ment. It may be made a question, by which of the two the
Pope suffered most—the severity of Calvin’s Remarks, or
the ingenuousness of Pallavicini’s defence.

The next Tract in the Volume, viz., ON THE ADVANTAGES
OF AN INVENTORY OF RELICS, being designed to expose the
very gross delusions practised by the Church of Rome on
the most ignorant of her votaries, and being consequently
intended, in & more especial manner, for those who, as they
yielded to such delusions, must have held a low place in in-
tellectual culture, is written in a very popular and homely
style, and must have told powerfully on all not absolutely
determined to act on the celebrated axiom, “ Credo gquia
impossibile.” The detail of absurdities and impostures given
in this Tract threatens at times to be tiresome, but is every
now and then relieved by the introduction and enforcement
of great principles, which strike at the foundation of the
whole system of Romish imposture, and completely establish
the identity of its image and relic worship with the gross
idolatry of the heathen.

TaE Lire or CALVIN, though several writers have at-
tempted to give it, is still to be written. Had the distin-
guished author, who had undertaken the task, been spared
to accomplish it, we should doubtless have had a work en-
titled to take its place by the side of the Life of Knox; but
the mere fact of its having employed his pen appears to
have deterred others, and this important blank in Biography
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has hitherto heen permitted to remsin. In the mean-
time, so far to satisfy the curiosity which Calvin’s readers
must naturally feel to kmow the events of his life and the
leading features of his character, it has been deemed advisable
to introduce the present Velume with a new translation of
the Life which was written in Latin by Beza, sad is usually
prefixed to the editions of Calvin’a Works. It is met with-
out its merits as a biography ; but, independent of them, as
contaiming a delineation of Calvin's eonduct by an eye-wit-
ness and intimate friend, will never be entirely superseded
by any biogmphy that may yet be written.

Before concluding, the Translator may be permitted to
obeerve, that, in accordance with the views of the Calvin
Translation Society, his endeavour has been to give the
original as literally as he could without. doing violence to

the English idiom. How far he has.succeeded it belongs to.

others to decide.
H. B.
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LIFE OF JOHN CALVIN,

BY

THEODORE BEZA.

SHOULD any one suppose that I have engaged in writing
this Life of Jobn Calvin from any other motive than zeal to
maintain the truth, the present state of human affairs will, I
hope, easily vindicate me from the calumny. For there is
scarcely any shorter road to all kinds of disaster than to
praise virtue; and it were extreme folly voluntarily to bring
down on one’s self evils which mere silence may avert.
But if the wicked allow no kind of virtue to be proclaimed
with impunity, what must those expect, whose object it is to
proclaim piety, which is of a higher order than virtue, and is
not only opposed by the wicked, but is also very often as-
sailed even by persons who are most desirous to appear, and
sometimes also to be, honest ? For piety has no enemies more
inveterate than those who have sincerely embraced a false
religion, thinking it true. But these things, however formid-
able in appearance, have not at all deterred me. For it were
shameful if, from fear of the wicked, the good were not to be
dpoken of, and if the voice of religion were to be suppressed
y the clamours of the superstitious.
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But should any one object, that to write the Life of Calvin
is a very different thing from defending the truth, I will at
once admit that man and truth are very different things;
this, however, I will not hesitate to say, that He who is
truth itself did not speak rashly when he said, “ As the
Father hath sent me, so send I you,” (John xx. 21,) and
“ whoso heareth you heareth me,” (Luke x. 16.) Let men,
therefore, (both those who believe through ignorance, and
those who so speak from malice,) cry out, that Luther, Zuin-
glius, and Calvin, are regarded by us as gods, though we are
continually charging the worshippers of saints with idolatry;
let them, I say, cry out as much and as long as they please,—
we are prepared with our answer, viz., that to commemorate
the labours which holy men have undertaken in behalf of re-
ligion, together with their words and actions, (through the
knowledge of which the good become better, while the
wicked are reproved, our only aim in this kind of composi-
tion,) is a very different thing from doing as they do, when
they either bring disgrace on the lives of men who were
truly pipus, by narratives not less impious than childish, (as
an obscure individual called Abdias did with the history of
the Apostles,) or compose fabulous histories filled with the
vilest falsehoods, (they, in their barbarous jargon, call them
Golden Legends, I call them abominable trash,) and endes-
vour, moreover, to bring back the idols of the ancient Gods,
the only difference being a change of name.

We are as far from these worshippers of the dead as light
is from darkness, Against conduct such as theirs, the Lord
denounces the severest threatenings; ours, on the contrary,
he commends, when he bids us keep both our bodily and
mental eye intent upon his works. Nobody, I presume, will
deny, that of all the works of God, men best deserve to bg:
known and observed, and of men, those of them who ha\ ¢ {
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been distinguished at once for learning and piety. It is not
without cause Daniel (Dan. xii. 3) compares holy men of
God to stars, since they by their brightness show the way
of happiness to others. Those who allow that brightness to
be entirely extinguished by death, deserve to be themselves
plunged in thicker darkness than before. I have no inten-
tion, however, to imitate those who, in their eagerness for
declamation and panegyric, have not so much adorned the
truth as brought it into suspicion. Trying not how elegant-
ly, but how truly I could write, I have preferred the style of
simple narrative.

JoBN CALVIN was born at Noyons, a celebrated town in
Picardy, or at least on the confines of Picardy, on the 27th
July, in the year of our Lord 1509. His father's name was
Gerard Calvin, his mother's Joan Franc, both of them per-
sons of good repute, and in easy circumstances. Gerard be-
ing a person of no small judgment and prudence, was highly
esteemed by most of the nobility of the district, and this was
the reason why young Calvin was from a boy very liberally
educated, though at his father’s expense, in the family of the
Mommors, one of the most distinguished in that quarter.
Having afterwards accompanied them to Paris in the prose-
cution of his studies, he had for his master in the College of
La Marche, Maturinus Corderius, a man of great worth and
erudition, and in the highest repute in almost all the schools
of France as a teacher of youth. He attained the age of
85, and died (the same year as Calvin) at Geneva, while a
professor in the Academy of that city. Calvin afterwards
removed to the College of Mont Aigu, and there had for
his master a Spaniard, a man of considerable attainments.
. Under him Calvin, who was a most diligent student, made
such progress, that he left his fellow-students behind in the
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Grammar course, and was promoted to the study of Dia-
lectics, and what is termed Arts.

His father had at first intended him for the study of
Theology, to which he inferred that he was naturally in-
clined ; because, even at that youthful age, he was remark-
ably religious, and was also a strict censor of every thing
vicious in his companions. This I remember to have heard
from some Catholics, unexceptionable witnesses, many years
after he had risen to celebrity.

Being thus, as it were, destined to the sacred office, his
father procured a benefice for him from the Bishop of
Noyons, in what is called the Cathedral church, and there-
after the cure of a parish connected with a suburban vil-
lage called Pont-Eveque, the birth-place of his father, who
continued to live in it till his removal to the town. It is
certain that Calvin, though not in priest’s orders, preached
several sermons in this place before he quitted France.
The design of making him a priest was interrupted by a
change in the views both of father and son—in the former,
because he saw that the Law was a surer road to wealth
and honour, and in the latter, because, having been made
acquainted with the reformed faith, by a relation named
Peter Robert Olivet, (the person to whom the churches of
France owe that translation of the Old Testament, from
the Hebrew, which was printed at Neufchatel,) he had
begun to devote himself to the study of the Holy Scrip-
tures, and, from an abhorrence at all kinds of superstition,
to discontinue his attendance on the public services of the
Church. \

Having set out for Orleans, to study law, which was

there taught by Peter De I'Etoile, by far the first French }

lawyer of that period, Calvin, in a short time, made such
astonishing progress, that he very often officiated for the
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professors, and was considered rather a teacher than a
pupil. On his departure, he was presented with a Doctor’s
degree, free of expense, and with the unanimous consent of
all the professors, as a return for the services which he had
rendered to the Academy. Meanwhile, however, he dili-
gently cultivated the study of sacred literature, and made
such progress, that all in that city who had any desire to
become acquainted with a purer religion, often called to
consult him, and were greatly struck both with his learn-
ing and his zeal. Some persons, still alive, who were then
on familiar terms with him, say, that, at that period, his
custom was, after supping very frugully, to continue his
studies until midnight, and on getting up in the morning,
to spend some time meditating, and, as it were, digesting
what he had read in bed, and that while so engaged, he
was very unwilling to be interrupted. By these prolonged
vigils he no doubt acquired solid learning, and an excellent
memory ; but it is probable he also contracted that weak-
ness of stomach, which afterwards brought on various dis-
eases, and ultimately led to his untimely death.
The Academy of Bourges had, at this time, acquired great
celebrity through Andrew Alciat, (undoubtedly the first
lawyer of his age,) who had been invited to it from Italy.
Calvin thought it right to study under him also. He ac-
cordingly went thither, and on grounds, both religious
and literary, formed a friendship with Melchior Wolmar, a
German from Rothweil, and professor of Greek. I have the
greater pleasure in mentioning his name, because he was
my own teacher, and the only one I had from boyhood
up to youth. His learning, piety, and other virtues, to-
gether with his admirable abilities as a teacher of youth, can-
not be sufficiently praised. On his suggestion, and with his
: ‘.saistance, Calvin learned Greek. The recollection of the
1

r
)

|
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benefit which he thus received from Wolmar, he afterwards
publicly testified by dedicating to him his Commentary on
the First Epistle to the Corinthians.

‘While engaged in these studies, Calvin still diligently
cultivated sacred literature, and also occasionally preached
in Liniere, a village near Bourges, in the presence, and with
the approbation, of its proprietor.

A sudden intimation of the death of his father called him
back to his native town. Shortly after, in his twenty-fourth
year, he went to Paris, and there wrote his excellent Com-
mentary on Seneca’s Treatise, De Clementia. This very
grave writer being obviously in accordance with Calvin’s
disposition, was a great favourite with him. A few months’
residence here made him known to all who desired a reform
in religion. Among others, I have heard him mention, with
strong testimony to his piety, Stephen Forge, a distinguished
merchant, who afterwards suffered martyrdom in the cause
of Christ, and to whose name Calvin gave celebrity in the
work which he published against the Libertines.

About this time, Calvin renouncing all other studies, de-
voted himself to God, to the great delight of all the pious who
were then holding secret meetings in Paris. It was not long
before an occasion occurred for strenuous exertion. The per-
son who at this time held the office of Rector in the Univer-
sity of Paris was Nicholas Cop, son of William Cop of Bésle,
physician to the King. He having, according to custom, to
deliver an oration on the 1st of November, the day on which
the festival of All Saints is celebrated by the Papists, Calvin
furnished him with one in which religion was treated more,
purely and clearly than it was previously wont to be. Thiss
could not be tolerated by the Sorbonne, and being also dis-;
approved by the Senate, or Parliament, that body cited the,
Rector to appear before them. He accordingly set out with
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his officers, but being warned on the way to beware of his
enemies, turned back, and afterwards quitting the country,
retired to Bésle. Search was made at the College of
Fortret, where Calvin was then residing. He happened not
to be at home, but his papers were seized, and among them
numerous letters from his friends. However, the worst
which happened was, that the lives of many of them were
brought into the greatest jeopardy—so very bitter were
those judges against the Church, and, in particular, one of
their number, called John Morin, whose savage proceedings
are well remembered. This tempest the Lord dispersed by
the instrumentality of the Queen of Navarre, (only sister of
Francis, the reigning monarch,) a woman of distinguished
genius, and at this time a great patroness of the Reformers.
Inviting Calvin to her Court, she received him, and listened
to him with the greatest respect.

Calvin after this left Paris, and removing to the province
of Saintonge, became assistant to a friend, at whose request
he wrote certain brief Christian exhortations, which in some
parishes were read during divine service, in order that the
people might be gradually trained to the investigation of the
truth. About this time also he went to Nerac, in Gascony, to
pay a visit to old James Lefevre of Estaples, whose life had
been brought into danger by the babbling Sorbonnists, who
had attacked him for his animadversions on scholastic theology,
and his pursuits in mathematics, and other branches of philo-
sophy, which have been restored to the University of Paris,
but not without a very long and bitter contest. This good
old man, whom the Queen of Navarre had delivered out of
tﬁle hands of the Sorbonnists, and placed in Nerac, which was
subject to her authority, was delighted with young Calvin,
\nd predicted that he would prove a distinguished instrument
n restoring the kingdom of heaven in France. Calvin, after
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some time, returned to Paris, brought thither as it seemed
directly by the hand of God. For the impious Servetus, who
had already begun to circulate his venomous attacks on the
Holy Trinity, had arrived. As he pretended to be most
desirous of a conference, Calvin fixed the time and place,
though at the greatest risk of his life, (the rage of the
enemy compelling him at that time to be in hiding,) but
Servetus never came. A mere sight of Calvin was more
than he could bear. This was in the year 1534, a year ren-
dered famous by savage proceedings against many of the
Reformers—Gerard Roussel, a Doctor of Sorbonne, but a
great favourer of the new doctrines, and also Corald, of the
order of St Augustine, who, aided by the Queen of Na-
varre, had done much during this and the previous year to
promote the cause of Christ in Paris, having been not only
driven from the pulpit, but thrown into prison. And to such
a degree was the rage of the infatuated monarch Francis in-
flamed, on account of certain squibs against the mass which
had been circulated over the city, and even fixed to the door
of his own bed-chamber, that a public fast having been ap-
pointed, during which he went to church along with his
three children, with his head uncovered, and carrying s
blazing torch as a kind of expiation, he ordered thirty-two
martyrs to be burned alive, (eight at each of the four most
public places in the city,) and also declared with solemn oath
that he would not spare even his own children, if they were
infected with those dire heresies, as he called them.

Calvin perceiving this state of matters, shortly after he had
published his admirable Treatise, entitled Psychopannychiaj,
against the error of those who, reviving a doctrine which hadt
been held in the earliest ages, taught that the soul, whe
separated from the body, falls asleep, determined to wit.hdmvo‘}.
from France. Accordingly, in company with the person"
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whom we have mentioned that he lived with for some time
at Saintonge, he set out to Bésle, by the way of Lorraine;
but when not far from the town of Metz, was brought into
the greatest difficulty by the perfidy of one of his servants,
who ran off with all the money belonging to both, and be-
ing mounted on the stronger horse, suddenly fled with such
speed that it was impossible to overtake him. His masters
were thus left so unprovided with the means of travelling,
that they were obliged to borrow ten crowns from the other
servant, and in that way arrived with difficulty, first at
Strasburgh, and afterwards at Bésle. There he lived on in-
timate terms with those two distinguished men, Simon Gry-
nzus and Wolfgang Capito, and devoted himself to the study
of Hebrew. Though most desirous to remain in retire-
ment, as appears from a letter which Bucer addressed to him
in the following year, he was compelled to publish his In-
stitutes of the Christian Religion, a rude sketch of that
most celebrated work. The German princes, who had
espoused the cause of the Gospel, and whose friendship
Francis was then courting, feeling offended with him at
his persecutions of the Protestants, the excuse offered, on
the suggestion of William Bellay of Lange, was, that he
had not punished any but Anabaptists, who substituted
their own spirit for the divine Word, and held all civil
magistrates in contempt. Calvin not submitting to have
such a stigma fixed on the true religion, seized the oppor-
tumity to publish what must be regarded as an incomparable
work, accompanying it with an excellent prefatory address
to] the King himself. Had the monarch read it, I am much
taken if a severe wound would not even then have been
flicted on the Babylonish harlot. For that prince, unlike
ose who succeeded him, was very capable of forming an
w>inion, and had given proof of no emall discernment ; was a
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patron of learned men, and not personally disaffected to
the Reformers. But the sins of the French people, and
also of the King himself, on account of which the wrath of
God then impended over them, did not allow him to hear of
that work, far less to read it. Calvin, after publishing it,
and thereby, as it were, performing his duty to his coun-
try, felt an inclination to visit the Duchess of Ferrara, a
daughter of Louis XII., whose piety was then greatly spoken
of, and, at the same time, pay his respects to Italy as from a
distance. He accordingly visited the Duchess, and, in so
far as the state of the times permitted, confirmed her in her
zeal for true religion. She ever after had a great attach-
ment to him while he was alive, and now surviving him,
has recently given a strong proof of grateful respect to his
memory.

Calvin left Italy, which he was wont to say he had only
entered that he might be able to leave it, and returned to
France. After settling his affairs, and taking with him
Anthony Calvin, his only surviving brother, his purpose was
to return to Bésle or Strasburgh. Owing to the war, the
other roads were shut up, and he was obliged to proceed
through Switzerland. In this way he came to Genevs,
having himself no thought of this city, but brought thither
by Providence, as afterwards appeared. A short time
before, the Gospel of Christ had been introduced in a
wonderful manner into that city by the exertions of two
most illustrious men, viz.,, William Farel from Dauphiny,
(not a monk, as some have pretended, but a scholar of
James Lefevre of Estaples,) and Peter Viret of Orb, m
the territory of Berne and Friburgh, whose labours the
Lord afterwards most abundantly blessed. Calvin ha
ing, in passing through Geneva, paid them a visit, K;
good men are wont to do to cach other, Farel, a persrr; .

‘ |
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obviously inspired with a kind of heroic spirit, strongly
urged him, instead of proceeding farther, to stay and labour
with him at Geneva. When Calvin could not be induced
to consent, Farel thus addressed him : ¢ You are following
only your own wishes, and I declare, in the name of God
Almighty, that if you do not assist us in this work of the
Lord, the Lord will punish you for seeking your own in-
terest rather than his.” Calvin, struck with this fearful
denunciation, submitted to the wishes of the Presbytery
and the Magistrates, by whose suffrage, the people con-
senting, he was not only chosen preacher, (this he had at
first refused,) but was also appointed Professor of Sacred
Literature—the only office he was willing to accept. This
took place in August 1536 ; a year which is also remarkable
for the strict alliance that was formed between the two
cities of Berne and Geneva, and for the accession of Lau-
sanne to the Reformation, after a free discussion with the
Papists, in which Calvin took part.

At this time, Calvin published a short formula of Chris-
tian doctrine, adapted to the Church of Geneva, which had
Jjust escaped from the pollutions of the Papists. To this he
appended a Catechism, not the one that we now have, in the
form of question and answer, but another much shorter, con-
taining only the leading heads of religion. Endeavouring
afterwards, with Farel and Coral, to settle the affairs of the
Church,—most of his colleagues, from timidity, keeping aloof
from the contest, and some of them (this gave Calvin the
eatest uneasiness) even secretly impeding the work of the
rd,—his first object was to obtain from the citizens, at a
eeting attended by the whole body of the people, an open
Jojuration of the Papaocy, and an oath of adherence to the
“hristian religion and its discipline, as comprehended under
2’} few heads. Although not a few refused, as might have been

[
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expected in & city which had just been delivered from the '
snares of the Duke of Savoy, and the yoke of Antichrist, and °
in which factions still greatly prevailed, yet by the good/
hand of the Lord, on the 20th of July 1587, (the clerk
of the city taking the lead,) the senate and people of
Geneva solemnly declared their adherence to the leading
doctrines and discipline of the Christian religion. Satan,
exasperated (but in vain) at these proceedings, and thinking
that what he had attempted in an endless variety of ways,
by foreign enemies, he might be able to accomplish under
the cloak of piety, stirred up first the Anabaptists, and after-
wards Peter Caroli, to attempt not only to interrupt, but even
utterly to destroy and subvert, the work of the Lord. Of
this Caroli, to whom this work was most disagreeable, both
from its own nature, and because it interfered with views he
was proved to have entertained, we will speak by and by.
But, as the event showed, the Lord had anticipated Satan.
For Calvin and his colleagues having brought the Anabap-
tists to free discussion in public, so thoroughly refuted them
by the Word of God alone, on the 18th of March 1537,
that, from that time, (a rare instance of success,) not above
one or two appeared in that church.

Peter Caroli, the other disturber of the Church, occasioned
greater and longer disturbance, but I will only give the
leading heads, because a full history of the contest is ex-
tant, and may also be learned from a letter of Calvin to
Grynsus. The Sorbonne, the mother who gave birth tto
this most impudent sophist, having afterwards thrown him of
as a heretic, though he little deserved this at her hands, hg-
went, first to Geneva, next to Lausanne, and afterwards j\o
Neufchatel, the spirit of Satan so accompanying him, th
in every place to which he came he left manifest trace
of his turpitude. Finding himself discovered by our peopl
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he went over to the enemy, and from the enemy again re-
turned to us. His proceedings are well described by Farel in
a long letter to Calvin. Ultimately he began to attack our
best men, especially Farel, Calvin, and Viret, charging them
with error on the subject of the Holy Trinity, and a very
full synod having been held at Berne, P. Caroli was con-
victed of calumny. After this he went to Metz, suborned
to impede the work of the Lord, which Farel had there hap-
pily commenced. Subsequently he wrote a letter, in which
he openly attacked the Reformers, the object of the hungry
dog evidently being to show his perfect readiness to aposta-
tise, and thereby obtain some appointment. He was, how-
ever, dispatched to Rome, to give satisfaction in presence
of the Beast herself, and being there received with mockery,
pressed by poverty and a loathsome disease, he, with diffi-
culty, got admission to an hospital, where he at last obtain-
ed from the Man of Sin the due reward of his iniquities,
namely—death. Such was the end of this unhappy man.

Meanwhile, in the year 1537, Calvin, seeing many per-
sons in France, though they had a thorough knowledge of
the truth, yet consulting their ease, and holding it enough
to worship Christ in mind, while they gave outward attend-
ance on Popish rites, published two most elegant letters,
one on Shunning Idolatry, addressed to Nicholas Chemin,
whose hospitality and friendship he had enjoyed at Orleans,
and who afterwards was appointed to an official situation
in Lorraine, and the other, on the Popish Priesthood, ad-
dressed to Gerard Roussel, whom I mentioned before, and
who being presented first to an abbacy, and thereafter to
a bishoprick, when the Parisian disturbance was forgotten,
not only failed to keep the straight course, but even gra-
dually misled his mistress, the Queen of Navarre.

}“’hile Calvin was thus engaged, most grievous trials befel
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him at home. The gospel had, as we have said, been ad-
mitted into the city, and Popery been abjured, but, at the
same time, there were many who had not renounced the
flagrant immoralities which had long prevailed in a city,
subject for so many years to monks and a corrupt clergy;
while old feuds, which had originated during the war of Savoy,
between some of the first families, still subsisted. Calvin
tried to remove these feuds, first by gentle admonition,
and afterwards by graver rebuke; but both proved unavail-
ing. The evil continued to increase,—so much so, that,
through the factious proceedings of certain private indi-
viduals, the city was split into parties, not a few posi-
tively refusing, on any account, to conform to the order
which they had sworn to observe. Matters came to such
a pass, that Farel and Calvin, men endowed with a noble
and heroic spirit, together with their colleague Corald, (he
whom we formerly mentioned as having contended stre-
nuously for the truth at Paris, and whom Calvin had
brought first to Bésle, and afterwards to Geneva, after he
himself became stationed there,) openly declared, that they
could not duly dispense the Lord’s Supper to a people so
much at variance among themselves, and so much estranged
from all ecclesiastical discipline.

To this another evil was added, viz., a difference as to
certain ritual matters between the Church of Geneva and
that of Berne. The Genevese used common bread in
the Lord’s Supper. They had, besides, abolished what are
called baptisteries as unnecessary for the performance of
baptism, and also all feast days, with the exception of the
Lord’sday. The Synod of Lausanne, urged by the people of
Berne, being decided in favour of unleavened bread, and of
its restitution at Geneva, thought it only fair that the Coun-
sistory of Geneva should first be heard. For that purpoig,
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another synod was appointed to meet at Zurich. Availing
themselves of these occasions, the ringleaders of faction and
discord, who had been elected Syndics, (this is an annual ap-
pointment, and is the highest office in the magistracy in the
Genevese Republic,) convened the people, and carried matters
with so high a hand, (Calvin and three of his colleagues,
who agreed with him in opinion, in vain offering to render
an account of all their proceedings,) that the greater part
overcoming the better, those three faithful servants of God
were ordered to quit the city, within two days, for having
refused to celebrate the Lord’s Supper. This decision be-
ing intimated to Calvin, “ Certainly,” says he, “ had I been
the servant of men I had obtained a poor reward, but it is
well that I have served Him who never fails to perform to
his servants whatever he has promised.” Who would not
have supposed that these things would prove certain de-
struction to the Genevese Church? On the contrary, the
event showed that the purpose of Divine Providence was
partly, by employing the labours of his faithful servant else-
where, to train him, by various trials, for greater achieve-
ments, and partly, by overthrowing those seditious persons,
through their own violence, to purge the city of Geneva of
much pollution. So admirable does the Lord appear in all
his works, and especially in the government of his Church !
This was fully manifested by what afterwards happened.

At that time, however, the three ministers having, in
obedience to the edict, to the great grief of all good
men, first proceeded to Zurich, and there, after holding
a synod of certain of the Helvetic Churches, and by de-
cree of the senate, attempted, through the mediation of
the Bernese, but in vain, to conciliate the Genevese, Cal-
vin proceeded to Bisle, and shortly afterwards to Stras-

burgh. Having been appointed, with a competent salary,
¢
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to the chair of theology in that city, with the consent of
the senate, by the distinguished men who shone like bright
lights in that Church, viz.,, Bucer, Capito, Niger, and
their colleagues, he not only taught theology, with the uni-
versal applause of the learned, but also, at the suggestion of
the Council, laid the platform of the French Church, esta-
blishing also a form of ecclesiastical discipline. Thus, Satan,
disappointed in his expectation, saw Calvin received else-
where, and, as a substitute for the Genevan Church, an-
other Church forthwith erected. The arch-enemy, how-
ever, still laboured, as assiduously as ever, to overthrow the
Genevese edifice, which already threatened ruin in every
part. He, accordingly, soon found certain evil-disposed
persons, who, in order to cloak that most iniquitous de-
cree with some pious pretext or other, proposed that
unleavened bread should be substituted for the common
bread which was formerly used in the Supper. The object
was to obtain a handle for new disturbance. Nor would
Satan have failed in this, had not Calvin earnestly exhorted
some good men who were 8o offended at the change, that they
were even proposing to abstain from the Supper altogether,
not to stir up strife about an indifferent matter. The use
of unleavened bread thus prevailed, and even Calvin, after
he was restored, never thought of contesting the matter,
though he was far from disguising that he would have liked
much better it had been otherwise. But another evil, of a
more dangerous description, arose in the year 1539, nﬁ’(-l
was, at the same time, suppressed by the diligence of Calvin.
The Bishop of Carpentras, at that time, was James Sadolet.
He was a man of great eloquence, which he perverted, especial-
ly in suppressing the light of truth, and had been appointed a
Cardinal, for no other reason than in order that his respecta-
bility as a man might serve to put a kind of gloss on false
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religion. He then observing his opportunity in the circum-
stances which had occurred, and thinking that he would
easily ensnare the flock, when deprived of its distinguished
pastors, under the pretext of neighbourhood, (for the city
of Carpentras is in Dauphiny, which again bounds with
Savoy,) sent a letter to his, so-styled, most Beloved Senate,
Council, and People of Geneva, omitting nothing which
might tend to bring them back into the lap of the Romish
Harlot. There was nobody at that time in Geneva capable
of writing an answer, and it is, therefore, not unlikely, that,
had the letter not been written in a foreign tongue, it
would, in the existing state of affairs, have done great mis-
chief to the city. But Calvin, having read it at Stras-
burgh, forgot all his injuries, and forthwith answered it with
so much truth and eloquence, that Sadolet immediately gave
up the whole affair as desperate. But, indeed, Calvin did
not wait so long as this to testify the affection which, as a
pastor, he still felt bound to cherish towards the Genevese,
and towards his own friends, who were then enduring most
grievous hardshipe in the common cause of piety. Of this
affection a lively proof is exhibited in those letters which he
addressed to them from Strasburgh, both on the very year
of his expulsion, and also in the year after. The sole aim of
those letters is to exhort them to repentance before God, and
forbearance towards the wicked, to cultivate peace with their
pastors, and, above all, to be earnest in prayer—in this
way preparing them for that so much desired light, which it
was hoped might yet arise out of the present fearful dark-
ness, and which, eventually, and in a wonderful manner, did
arise out of it.

At this time, also, he published a greatly enlarged edition
of his Christian Institutes, and a Commentary on the Epistle
to the Romans, dedicated to his dear friend, Simon Grynée,
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together with a little golden Treatise on the Lord’s Supper,
for the use of his countrymen the French. This was after-
wards translated into Latin by Galars. The subject of the
Lord’s Supper is here expounded with so much ability and
erudition, that a determination of those most unhappy con-
troversies, in which all the learned and all the good de-
servedly acquiesced, is chiefly to be ascribed under God to
that treatise. Nor had Calvin less success in bringing back
many Anabaptists to the right path, and in particular two,
the one, Paul Volse, to whom Erasmus had dedicated his
Manual of a Christian Soldier, and whom the Church of
Strasburgh afterwards enjoyed as its pastor ; the other, John
Storder of Liege, who afterwards died of the plague, and
whose widow, Idelleta, a grave and honourable woman, Cal-
vin married by the advice of Bucer.

These were Calvin'’s studies at Strasburgh until the year
1541, in which year the Emperor convened a Diet, first at
Worms, and afterwards at Ratisbon, for the purpose of set-
tling the differences in religion. This Diet, agreeably to
the wish of the Theological Consistory of Strasburgh, Calvin
attended, and, as it appears, not without great advantage
to the churches, especially that of his native country, and
to the great delight of Master Philip Melancthon and Gas-
per Cruciger, of blessed memory. The former often called
Calvin the “Theologian,” and the latter, after a private con-
ference with him on the subject of the Supper, in which he
was made acquainted with Calvin's opinion, distinctly ap-
proved of it.

But the time had arrived when the Lord had determined
to take pity on the Church of Geneva. Accordingly, one
of the Syndics, who had laboured to procure the decree by
which the faithful pastors were ejected, so misconducted
himself in the administration of the republic, that he was ac-
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oused of sedition. Attempting to escape by a window, he
fell, and being a large overgrown man, was so much injured,
that he died a few days after. Another of them was exe-
cuted for murder. Two others being accused of misconduct-~
ing themselves on a certain embassy on which they had been
sent by the Republic, took flight, and were condemned in
absence. The city being thus rid of its filth and froth, be-
gan to long for its Farel and its Calvin. As there seemed
very little hope of getting back Farel from Neufchatel, the
State turns its whole attention to Calvin, and employing the
mediation of Zurich, sends an embassy to Strasburgh to ob-
tain the consent of the inhabitants to his return. These ex-
pressed great reluctance to part with him. Calvin himself,
although the injuries which he had received at the instiga-
tion of certain wicked men, had made no change upon his
affection for the Genevese, yet having an aversion to dis-
turbances, and seeing that the Lord had blessed his mini-
stry in the Church of Strasburgh, stated plainly that he
would not return. Bucer also, and others, declared that
they would have the greatest objection to part with him.
The Genevese, however, persisting,- Bucer came to be
of opinion that their prayers should be complied with ;
but he never would have obtained Calvin's consent, had
he not given warning of Divine judgment, and appealed to
the example of Jonah. These things having occurred about
the time when Calvin had to go with Bucer to the Diet of
Ratisbon, (for so it had been determined,) his return was
postponed, and the Genevese obtained the consent of the
people of Berne, that Peter Viret, of Lausanne, should go
for a short time and officiate at Geneva. This made Calvin
the less reluctant to return, inasmuch as he was to have a
colleague, whose aid and advice would be of the greatest use
to him in restoring the Church. Accordingly, after the
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lapse of several months, Calvin returned to Geneva on the
13th of September 1541, amid the congratulations of the
whole people, and especially of the Senate, who then sin-
cerely acknowledged the singular goodness of God towards
them, and who never ceased to urge the people of Stras-
burgh to expunge a reservation which they had made, making
the return only temporary. This they at length conceded,
on condition, however, that the honorary freedom of the
city which they had conferred on Calvin should remain un-
impaired, and that he should continue to draw yearly what
they call the prebend. The former condition Calvin ap-
proved, but being a person who had no desire whatever for
wealth, he could never be induced to accept the latter.
Calvin being thus restored at the urgent entreaty of his
Church, proceeded to set it in order. Seeing that the
city stood greatly in need of a curb, he declared, in the
first place, that he could not properly fulfil his ministry, un-
less, along with Christian doctrine, a regular presbytery with
full ecclesiastical authority were established. At that time,
therefore, (but this matter will be more fully explained
farther on,) laws for the election of a presbytery, and for the
due maintenance of that order, were passed, agreeably to the
‘Word of God, and with the consent of the citizens them-
selves. These laws Satan afterwards made many extraordi-
nary attempts to abolish, but without success. Calvin also
wrote a Catechism in French and Latin, not at all differing
in substance from the former one, but much enlarged, and in
the form of question and answer. This may well be termed
an admirable work, and has been so much approved in foreign
countries, that it has not only been translated into a grest
number of living languages, such as the German, English,
Scotch, Flemish, and Spanish, but also into Hebrew by
Emanuel Tremmellius, a Christian Jew, and most elegantly
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into Greek by Henry Stephen. What his ordinary labours
at this time were will be seen from the following statement.
During the week he preached every alternate and lectured
every third day, on Thursday he met with the Presbytery,
and on Friday attended the ordinary Scripture meeting,
called “The Congregation,” where he had his full share of
the duty. He also wrote most learned Commentaries on
several of the books of Scripture, besides answering the
enemies of religion, and maintaining an extensive corre-
spondence on matters of importance. Any one who reads
these attentively, will be astonished how one man could be
fit for labours so numerous and so great. He availed him-
self much of the aid of old Farel and Viret, while, at the
same time, he was also of great service to them. This
friendship and intimacy was not less hateful to the wicked
than delightful to all the pious, and, in truth, it was a most
pleasing spectacle to see and hear those three distinguished
men, carrying on the work of God so harmoniously, and yet
differing so much from each other in the nature of their
gifts. Farel excelled in a certain sublimity of mind, so that
nobody could either hear his thunders without trembling, or
listen to his most fervent prayers without feeling almost as
it were carried up into heaven. Viret possessed such win-
ning eloquence, that his entranced audience hung upon his
lips. Calvin never spoke without filling the mind of the
hearer with most weighty sentiments. I have often thought
that a preacher compounded of the three would have been
absolutely perfect.

To return to Calvin,—in addition to these employments, he
had many others, arising out of circumstances domestic and
foreign. For the Lord so blessed his ministry, that persons
flocked from all parts of the Christian world, some to take his
advice in matters of religion, and others to hear him. Hence,
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we have seen an Italian, an English, and, finally, a Spanish
Church at Geneva, one city seeming scarcely sufficient to
entertain so many guests. But though at home he was
courted by the good, and feared by the bad, and matters had
been admirably arranged, yet there were not wanting indi-
viduals who gave him great annoyance. These disputes we
will explain in order, that posterity may have a singular
example of fortitude, which each may imitate according to
his ability.

To resume our narrative, as soon as he returned to the city,
calling to mind the saying, (Matth. vi. 33,) “ Seek ye first
the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all other
things will be added unto you,” the first thing he did was to
obtain the consent of the Senate to a form of ecclesiastical
polity, which was agreeable to the Word of God, and from
which neither ministers nor people should afterwards be per-
mitted to depart. The form which had been formerly ap-
proved was hated by some among the common people, and
also by some of the leading citizens, who, though they had
renounced the Pope, had assumed the name of Christ in
name only. Some also of the ministers who had remained
in the city when these good men were driven out of it,
(the chief of them, indeed, being afterwards accused of fla-
grant misconduct, had basely deserted their posts,) although
they did not dare to resist the testimony of their con-
science, yet secretly opposed it, not easily allowing them-
selves to be reduced into order. Nor did they want a pre-
text for their malice, viz., the example of other Churches
in which there was no excommunication. In short, there
were not wanting some who cried out that a Popish
tyranny was re-established. But Calvin’s firmness, com-
bined with singular moderation, overcame these difficulties.
He demonstrated that not only doctrines, but also the form
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of Church government, must be sought for in Scripture,
and appealed, in support of his views, to the expressed
opinion of the most distinguished men of the age, as (Eco-
lampadius, Zuinglius, Zuichius, Philip, Bucer, Capito, and
Myconius; still not condemning as antichristian those
Churches which had not proceeded the same length, or
those pastors who thought that their flocks did not require
to be so curbed. In fine, he demonstrated how great the
difference was between Popish tyranny and the yoke of
the Lord. In this way he was successful in getting those
laws of ecclesiastical polity, which that Church still ob-
serves, to be drawn up with universal consent, read over,
and finally approved by the suffrages of the people, on the
20th of November.

Although these things had been happily begun, yet as
Calvin perceived that they could not be carried into prac-
tice without considerable difficulty, he felt exceedingly
desirous that Viret, whom the Bernese had only parted
with for a time, and Farel, whom the inhabitants of Neuf-
chatel had received on his ejection, should be appointed his
perpetual colleagues. In this, however, he did not suc-
ceed, Viret having shortly after returned to Lausanne, and
Farel again fixed his residence at Neufchatel. Hence the
merit of restoring the Genevan Church is almost entirely
due to Calvin alone. In the following year, (1542,) Calvin
had no few sources of annoyance. For, in addition to those
which he had at home, the inflamed fury of the enemies of
the gospel expelling numbers of persons from France and
Italy, and bringing them into a neighbouring city of so
much celebrity, it is wonderful with what zeal he exerted
himself to counsel and refresh the exiles, by every kind of
attention, to say nothing of the letters which he wrote for
the consolation of those who continued in the very lion’s
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jaws. The same year, two very grievous evils were added,
viz., a scarcity of corn, and its usual attendant the plague.
At that time the custom in Geneva was, to send those
suffering by the plague to an hospital outside the city.
But as the assistance of a steady and careful pastor was
required, and the greater part declined from fear of in-
fection, three volunteered themselves, viz., Calvin, Sebas-
tian Castellio, (of whom we will afterwards speak,) and
Peter Blanchet. Lots were cast, but when the lot fell
upon Castellio, he changed his mind, and impudently de-
clined to undertake the office. Calvin wished to do it,
but the Senate interposing to prevent him, Blanchet, who
still volunteered, was appointed. Other grievous evils also
occurred at this time. For Peter Toussain, a pastor of
Montbelliard, revived the controversy concerning the Lord’s
Supper, while, at Bisle, there were not wanting per-
sons who, notwithstanding of the opposition of Myconius,
sought to overthrow the foundations of ecclesiastical dis-
cipline before they were well laid. Two conferences were
held with Calvin on the subject. At Metz, where Farel,
who had been invited thither, was labouring with great
success, the work of the Lord was greatly impeded, partly
by the apostate Peter Caroli, whom we have already men-
tioned. How much Calvin laboured on these occasions, by
writing, admonishing, exhorting, &c., may be understood
from his published letters, and is also attested by many still
in manuscript.

But the Sorbonne, growing more audacious than they
had ever been before, in consequence of the patronage of
Peter Liser, President of the Parliament of Paris, (a man
whose memory is still in detestation,) ventured on an at-
tempt, at which the Bishops, or at least the Pope him-
self, would scarcely have connived, had they not been oc-
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cupied in dividing the spoils of the Church among them-
selves, in the manner in which robbers are wont to do,
and so leaving their own special duty of administering the
word to be performed by those worthies whom they call doc-
tors ; on the same terms, however, on which dogs serve their
masters, viz., the being permitted to gnaw the bones which
come from the table, after being exceedingly well-picked.
The Sorbonne then, supported by no authority human or
divine, had dared to prescribe articles of Christian faith, and
of such a kind, that both by their falsechood and by the ex-
treme childishness so common to that body, they must have
lost all authority with men not utterly devoid of sense.
Many, however, came forward to subscribe them—some
through fear and others through ignorance. Calvin, there-
fore, wrote an answer, in which, with great learning and solid
argument, he refuted their errors, and wittily exposed their
folly to the derision of all not abeolutely stupid. In this
manner that year passed away, and the next (1543) was in
no respects of a milder nature. The same evils, viz., scarcity
of corn and the plague, raging in Savoy, Calvin again
exerted himself at home in confirming his people, and
abroad, in strenuously opposing the enemies of the Church.
This he did, especially by the publication of four books
on the controversy relating to free-will. These, which
he dedicated to Philip Melancthon, were in answer to
Albert Pighius of Campen, who was the first sophist of
the age, and had selected Calvin for an antagonist, in
the hope, that, by gaining a distinguished victory, he
might obtain a Cardinal’s hat from the Pope. But his
labour proved vain. The only thing he obtained was just
what the enemies of the truth deserve,—he excited the
disgust of all men of sense and learning, and was deceived
by Satan himself. Philip (Melancthon) has declared how
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high a value he set upon these books, by his letter which
we thought it right to publish, in order that posterity
might have a sure and clear testimony with which to re-
fute the calumniators of both.

From a letter which Calvin himself addressed in the
same year to the Church of Montbelliard, any person may
know what answer to give to those who complain of his
excessive severity in enforcing the laws of ecclesiastical
polity. The following year was 1544, in course of which,
Calvin explained his opinion of the course pursued by the
people of Neufchatel in the matter of ecclesiastical cen-
sures. But at home, Sebastian Castellio, to whose levity
we have already adverted, and who, though he had an
air of mock humility, yet, from his most absurd ambition,
plainly belonged to the class of people whom the Greeks
call idioyvwpong, (wise in their own conceit,) being filled
with indignation, because Calvin had not approved of his
sillinesses in the French translation of the New Testament,
effervesced to such a degree, that, not contented with teach-
ing certain strange doctrines, he publicly insisted that Solo-
mon’s Song should be expunged from the Canon, as im-
pure and obscene. When the ministers refused to comply,
he assailed them with the bitterest reproaches. Justly
thinking that such conduct was not to be borne, they called
him before the Senate on the 30th of June, when, after
a most patient hearing and full discussion, he was con-
victed of calumny, and ordered to quit the city. How
he conducted himself after going to Bésle, where he was
at length admitted, will be described elsewhere.

The year before, Charles V. having, in the view of turning
all his strength against the French, promised the Germans,
that for a short period, until a General Council were held,
which he engaged to see done, neither party should suffer
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prejudice on account of religious differences, but both enjoy
equal laws, the Roman Pontiff, Paul III., was exceedingly
offended, and addressed a very severe expostulation to the
Emperor, because, forsooth, he had put heretics on a footing
with Catholics, and, as it were, put his sickle into another
man’s corn. Cemsar gave what answer seemed proper, but
Calvin, because the truth of the gospel, and the innocence
of the godly, was deeply injured by that letter, repressed the
audacity of the Pontiff. A diet of the empire was at this
time held at Spires, and Calvin, availing himself of the
occasion, published a short treatise on the Necessity of
Reforming the Church. I know not if any writing on
the subject, more nervous or solid, has been published in
our age. The same year, Calvin, in two short treatises,
so effectually refuted both the Anabaptists and the Liber-
tines, (in whom all the most monstrous heresies of an-
cient times were renewed,) that I believe no one who
reads them attentively will ever be deceived by these
people, unless it be with his eyes open, or if he have
been deceived, will not forthwith return to the right
path. The treatise against the Libertines, however, gave
offence to the Queen of Navarre, because (the thing is
almost incredible) she had been fascinated to such a
degree by two ringleaders of that horrible sect, viz.,
Quintin and Pocquet, on whom Calvin had expressly
animadverted, that, although she did not embrace their
heresy, she held them to be good men, and therefore
thought herself, in a manner, stabbed through their side.
When Calvin understood this, he replied to her with
admirable moderation, as became her rank, and the re-
membrance of the benefits which she had conferred upon
the Church of Christ, and yet ingenuously and frankly,
as became a faithful servant of God, censuring her im-
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prudence, in receiving men of such a character, and as-
serting the authority of his ministry. In short, it was
owing to him, that the professors of this horrid sect of
Libertines, who had begun to spread as far as France,
afterwards kept within the confines of Holland, and the
adjacent provinces. .

While Calvin was worn out with all the labours of this year,
the following year (1545) commenced with contests, and these
by far the most grievous in which he had been involved.
For, as if the plague sent from heaven had not sufficiently
exhausted the city and its neighbourhood, avarice pre-
vailed to such a dbgree in some poor wretches, whom
the richer class had employed to take care of the sick,
and purify their houses, that having entered into a horrid
conspiracy together, they besmeared the door-posts and
thresholds, and all the passages of houses, with a pesti-
lential ointment, which immediately produced a dreadful
plague. They had come under a solemn oath to each
other to become the bond-slaves of Satan, in the event of
being induced, by any tortures, to betray their accomplices.
Not a few, however, were apprehended, as well in the city
as in the neighbouring districts, and suffered condign
punishment. It is almost incredible how much obloquy
Satan, by this device, brought upon Geneva, and espe-
cially on Calvin, people believing that the arch-enemy
was obviously reigning in the very place, where, in truth,
he was most powerfully opposed.

This year was also infamous for that savage butchery
which the parliament of Aix committed on the Wal-
densian brethren of Merindol and Cabrier, and the
whole of that district, not on one or two individuals,
but on the whole population, without distinction of age
or sex, burning down their villages also. These ca-
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lamities affected Calvin the more deeply, when consoling
and refreshing a few who had taken refuge in Geneva,
because he had formerly taken care by letters, and by
supplying them with pastors, to have them purely instructed
in the Gospel; and when they had been brought into jeo-
pardy on a former occasion, had saved them by interced-
ing for them with the princes of Germany and the Swiss
Cantons. At this time also, that unhappy dispute concerning
the Lord’s Supper again crept in, Osiander, a man of haughty
and extravagant temper, stirring up the smothered embers.
It certainly was not Calvin’s fault that this fire was not ex-
tinguished. In proof of this, we have published several of the
letters which he wrote to Melancthon. But the intemperance
of that man, whom both Calvin and Melancthon surnamed
Pericles, left no room for their sound advice. Meanwhile,
the plague raging in the city carried off many good men.
Calvin did his utmost in thundering from the pulpit against
the flagitious lives of certain individuals, and especially
against their whoredom, from which they could not even then
desist. In this all good men concurred with him, though
there were some demagogues who resisted his attempts,
until such time as they brought ruin upon themselves, in the
manner which will be explained in its own place. To these
evils were added unseasonable disputes concerning the rights
of citizenship. There were also disputes concerning the
ecclesiastical revenues, which had been carried off by the
Papists, and which the faithful pastors could not allow to be
administered so improperly, as they were in many places.
These disputes occasioned much noise, much complaint,
and much labour, in speaking and writing, but generally
to no purpoge—Calvin openly declaring, that he certainly
had not the least favour for the numerous acts of sacrilege,
which he felt assured that Heaven would one day punish
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most severely, but declaring also, that he acknowledged the
just judgment of God in not allowing the revenues, which
formerly had been so iniquitously acquired by the priest-
hood, to be brought into the treasury of the Church.

Calvin had, moreover, this same year, a double cause of
anxiety both at home and abroad. An individual, old in
wickedness, though still young in years, having returned to
Geneva, his native place, after he had for some time counter-
feited the hermit in France, began with making a great pro-
fession of piety. Calvin, who was a sagacious and skilful
judge of character, if ever any man was, soon saw through
him, and began to admonish him ; gently at first, but by and
by more freely, and after he had given himself a great many
airs before the congregation, to rebuke him openly. He, en-
raged at this, easily finds out persons against whose iniquities
Calvin had been wont to inveigh, and who ‘were quite ready
to assist him with their influence and their zeal. According-
ly, when it became necessary to supply a vacancy in the pas-
toral office, caused by the death of a pastor, he, with his ad-

" herents, openly intrigued for it. But why enter more into de-
tail? The Senate interposing its authority, orders him to be
taken on trial. Calvin, with his colleagues, resisted, and show-
ing how repugnant his intriguing for the office was to the
‘Word of God, succeeded in obtaining the concurrence of the
Senate to maintain the ecclesiastical laws as they had been
enacted. At this time also there were some persons in
France who, having fallen away at first from fear of pers-ecu-
tion, had afterwards begun to be so satisfied with their con-
duct as to deny that there was any sin in giving bodily at-
tendance on Popish rites, provided their minds were devoted
to true religion. This most pernicious errox, which had
been condemned of old by the Fathers, Calvin refuted with
the greatest clearness, though, as they alleged, with too
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much severity, adding the opinions of the most learned
theologians, Philip Melancthon, Bucer, Peter Martyr, and
the church of Zurich. The consequence was, that from that
time the name of Nicodemite was held in detestation by
all good men. This name of Nicodemite was applied to
those who pretended to find a sanction for their misconduct
in the example of that most holy man Nicodemus.

The succeeding year (1546) was in no respect milder than
its predecessor. For while it was necessary to confirm the
minds of the citizens against frequent rumours of preparations
which the Emperor was said to be making against religion,
and against the wiles of the Pope, who was said to have
incendiaries in his pay, the state of the city was parti-
cularly deplorable in this respect, that the petulance of the
wicked, so far from being tamed by the many chastisements
they had received, on the contrary, continued to increase,
and at length broke out openly. For they had obtained for
their leader one Ami Perrin, an exceedingly foolish, but
daring and ambitious man, (whom, for this reason, Calvin
in his letters nicknames the ¢ Comic Casar,”) and who
some time before had succeeded in getting the people to vote
him into the office of Captain-General. Thinking, as he
well might, that himself, and those like himself, could have
no footing while the laws were in vigour, and especially
while Calvin was constantly thundering against their licen~
tiousness, he began at length, in this year, openly to show
what he and his faction were meditating. This being at
once rebuked and repressed by the authority of the se-
nate, he became silent, indeed, but in a manner which
more clearly betrayed his dishonesty. KFor a short time
after, at a pretty full meeting of the senate, one of the
members, secretly instigated, it is supposed, by two ministers
of the Consistory, both of them given to drunl;enness,
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and not less afraid than others of the rigour of the law,
accuses Calvin of preaching false doctrine. Calvin gave
himself no trouble with this barking dog, who was, how-
ever, put upon his trial, and after due investigation con-
victed of calumny. The two false pastors in league with
him were deposed, and even the tippling-houses were
interdicted; so far were these bad men from succeeding
in their malice. But the fire which had been suppressed
this year blazed forth in that which succeeded, viz., 1547.
Nor did any year of that age prove more calamitous. The
churches of Germany were reduced to such extremity, that
some of the princes and cities surrendered voluntarily,
and others of them were taken by force, so that the struc-
ture which had been reared in the course of so many
years, and after so great exertions, seemed to be in one
moment overthrown. Those were generally considered most
happy who, by en opportune death, had been delivered
from these disasters. In this calamitous condition of the
churches, we may easily suppose how that pious breast wase
tormented, which, even when in the enjoyment of peace it-
self, felt as much for the remotest churches, as if the whole
burden of them had been entrusted to its care. How
could it be otherwise? What pain must he have felt when
he saw the most distinguished men, his dearest friends, I
mean Melancthon, Bucer, and Martyr, in such peril, that
they were more in death than in life] But that the strong
mind of Calvin rose above these storms, is both attested
by his writings, and was also proved by his conduct. At
home, when vexed to the utmost by the wicked, he did not
turn from his course 8o much as a hairbreadth.

To return to domestic strife; his sole object being to show
that the gospel which he preached did not comsist in mere
speculation, but in Christian practice, he, of course, expe-
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rienced the hostility of those who had declared war against
all piety, and, in short, against their country itself. The
chief of these, as I have already observed, was Perrin. His
condition, and that of his party, was such, that they were
determined at all hazards to insist that the cognisance of
all matters of discipline should be transferred from the
Presbytery to the Senate. The Presbytery, on the con-
trary, maintained that the laws enacted relative to eccle-
siastical discipline were agreeable to the Word of God,
and therefore implored the nssistance of the Senate, to
prevent the church from suffering harm. The Senate de-
cided that the ecclesiastical laws were to be enforced, and
passed an enactment to that effect. At last Perrin having,
by his audacity, brought himself into the greatest jeopardy,
the result of the whole affair was, that he was expelled
from the senate, and deprived of his office of captain, and
reduced to the rank of a private citizen. But though all
these things were transacted in open court, it is impos-
sible to describe the trouble which they gave to Calvin.
Indeed, on one occasion, in the Court of the Two Hundred,
the quarrel rose to such a height that they were on the
point of drawing their swords, and staining the court it-
self with mutual slaughter. During the disturbance, Cal-
vin coming in with his colleagues, suppressed it, though
at the risk of his life, as the factious proceedings of these
men were direeted specially against him. He proceeded,
nevertheless, to express his utter detestation of their crimes,
and rebuked them with the severity which they deserved.
Nor did his denunciation of Divine judgment prove vain.
For about this time, one of them having been detected to
have written, and to have fixed to the pulpit, an infamous
libel, in which, along with many nefarious attacks on the
sacred ministry, it was said that Calvin ought to be thrown
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headlong into the Rhone, was, after due investigation,
unexpectedly found guilty of an infinite number of other
blasphemies, and punished with death. Nay, after kLis
execution, & book was found in his own handwriting,
expressly attacking Moses, and even Christ himself. It,
moreover, appeared that he had succeeded in infecting
others with his horrid impiety. In this year, amid all
these contentions, Calvin wrote his Antidote to the Seven
Sessions of the so-called Council of Trent, and also by letter
confirmed the church of Rouén, in opposition to the fraudu-
lent proceedings of a certain Franciscan, who had begun to
spread the poisonous errors of Carpocrates, as renewed by
the Libertines.

In the following year, viz., 1548, the old faction again
burst forth, Satan, for that purpose, (the thing is almost
incredible,) making use especially of the very persons who
were most desirous of suppressing it; I mean Farel and
Viret. They having arrived at Geneva at the beginning
of the year, had delivered formal addresses in the Senate,
with a view to the settlement of the prevailing dissensions,
Calvin merely insisting on a reformation of manners, while
Perrin and his party were willing to make any concession,
for the purpose of reinstating him in his former situation.
At this time every thing appeared settled, but the result
shortly proved that these good men had merely been duped.
Perrin being restored, the malignity of the wicked rose to
such a height, that some of them openly used collars cut
into the form of a cross, for the purpose of mutual recogni-
tion, while others gave the name of Calvin to their dogs, or
playing upon the name, changed Calvin into Cain. Finally,
not a few, from enmity to him, declared that they would not
join in the Lord’s Supper. All these proceedings were
sharply rebuked by him and his colleagues, and the parties
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being brought before the Senate, the good cause easily pre-
vailed. Ultimately, on the 18th of December, the amnesty
was again ratified by solemn oath. But in Perrin and his
party all these things were mere pretence; their only ob-
ject being, as the event proved, to procure the Syndicate for
him, and so furnish them with the means of doing more mis-
chief. During all this strife, not only was Calvin not idle,
but, as if he had been living in retirement, wrote most learned
commentaries on six of Paul's Epistles, and in a most solid
treatise refuted what is called the Interim, (which had been
published for the purpose of corrupting the Gierman churches,)
and pointed out the true method of renewing the Church.
Lastly, in a very elegant little treatise he exposed the false~
hood and vanity of what is called Judicial Astrology, in
which not a few seemed to put too much faith. At this
time, also, having been written to by Brentius, who was liv~
ing in exile at Bésle, he returned an answer, condoling with
him in the most friendly terms. I wish Brentius had con-
tinued this connection. He also wrote to Bucer, who was'
then in exile in England, candidly exhorting him to write
and speak more clearly on the subject of the Lord’s Supper ;
and at the same time expressing the greatest sympathy with
him. At the same time, in a carefully written letter, ad-
dressed to the Duke of Somerset, Protector of England, who
was afterwards most unjustly put to death, he gave a warn-
ing, which, if it had been duly attended to, might, perhaps,
have enabled the Church of England to escape many storms.

During these contests the Church of Geneva wonderfully
increased. This, as it exceedingly vexed Satan and the
wicked, so it put Calvin in greater spirits to entertain those
who were living in exile for the cause of Christ. His anxiety
on this head was so favoured of the Lord in the following
year, that the rage of the wicked, though not altogether ex-
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tinguished, seemed, at least, to be temporarily suppressed.
And, in truth, he stood in need of a truce, the more especial-
ly that he had sustained a grievous domestic calamity, in
the death of his most excellent wife. This affliction he bore
with a firmness which made him in this respect also a shin-
ing example to the whole Church. In this year, (1549,) a
dispute having arisen in the Saxon churches, concerning
matters of indifference, called Adiaphora, Calvin being asked
for his advice, gave a candid statement of his sentiments to
Philip Melancthon, and at the same time reminded him of
his duty. Some accused Melancthon of being too easy in
this matter, but undeservedly, as Calvin was afterwards con-
vinced on more accurate information. For it was not known
at the time what was the spirit which animated the evil ge-
nius of Flacius and_his whole tribe, who afterwards produced
such disturbances, and even now impede the work of the
Lord, assuredly with no less impudence and fury than if
they were actually in the pay of the Roman Pontiff. But
the wound thus inflicted on the German churches the Lord
compensated, on the other hand, by his kindness to the
Swiss.

Some having thought that Calvin was countenancing
the doctrine of consubstantiation, he and Farel set out
together for Zurich, in order to give a full explanation
of the matter, and settle it with the common consent of
all the Swiss churches. Good men and those who love
truth had no difficulty in coming to an agreement. And,
accordingly, a Confession was drawn up with the perfect
approbation of all the Swiss and Rhatian churches. This
Confession knit Bulinger and Calvin, and the churches
of Zurich and Geneva in the closest ties. It is the Con-
feesion we all still hold, and I hope will, with the favoar
of Grod, continue to hold even to the end. This year, when
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compared with others, passed away happily, and I have the
greater pleasure in remembering it, because it was that
in which I first entered on my ministerial functions, in con-
sequence of a call given me by the Church of Lausanne, and
urged on my acceptance by Calvin. About this time Calvin
wrote two very learned letters to Lelius Socinus of Sienna,
who long lived at Zurich, and ultimately died there. From
these letters any one will easily discern what the temper of
that man was,—obviously that of an academic, although it was
long (indeed not till after his death) before the fact was
fully established. He had travelled over the churches, and
imposed on all their most learned men, more especially Me-
lancthon, Calvin, and Joachim Camerarius, who, in his Life
of Melancthon, bears very honourable testimony to him, con-
trary to his deserts. It was afterwards discovered that he -
was the chief author of the Bellian farrago, of which we will
speak in its own place, and favoured the mad dogmas of
Servetus, Castellio, and Ochin. In his Commentary on the
celebrated First Chapter of John, which is still extant, he
went far beyond the impiety of other heretics.

The following year, viz., 1550, inso far as regards the
Church, was tranquil enough, and therefore it was deter-
mined that the ministers should at a certain season of the
year, attended by an elder and a deacon, go round all the
wards of the city, to instruct the people, and examine every
individual briefly as to his faith. This they were to do,
not only in sermons, which some neglected, and others at-
tended, without much benefit, but also in each house and
family. It is scarcely credible how great benefit ensued.
Another arrangement was, that the celebration of our Sa-
viour’s nativity should be deferred to the Sabbath-day fol-
lowing, and that there should be no other feast-days, except
one in seven, which we call the Lord’s Day. This gave of-
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fence to a very great number of persons, so that there were
not wanting some who gave out that even the Lord’s Day
was suppressed by Calvin. Their object was to bring odium
upon him, although the fact was, that the matter had been
discussed before the people, not only in the absence of any
request from the Consistory, but even without their know-
ledge. Calvin, however, did not think it worth while to
make a quarrel about it; but the offence which some had
taken at Calvin was the occasion of his writing his treatise
¢ On Offences,” dedicated to his old and faithful friend,
Lawrence Normand.

The dissensions of the following year, viz., 1551, far
more than overbalanced the two years of tranquillity.
For besides the grief occasioned to the whole Church,
and particularly to Calvin, by the death of Bucer, to whom
he was very strongly attached, and also by the death of
Joachim Vadian, consul of St Gal, a man of singular piety
and learning, the wickedness of the factious broke out the
more furiously the longer it had been smothered; in so
much that they openly refused to confer the freedom of the
city on the exiles who had arrived in it. Not contented
with this, they jostled Calvin himself, as he was returning,
after having preached on the other side of the Rhone;
and almost threw Raymond his colleague into the river, as
he was one night passing the bridge, by secretly removing
one of the props. In fine, they stirred up no small tumult
in the church of St Jervas, because the minister refused to
give the name of Balthasar to a child which had been pre-
sented for baptism—that name being for a certain reason pro-
hibited by an express law. Calvin had nothing to oppose to
these evils but strong and invincible patience ; for about this
time another new evil assailed the Genevese Church.

The occasion of it was furnished by one Jerome Bolsec, a
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monk of the order of Carmelites, from Paris, from which he
had fled several years before. He had cast away his cowl, but
retained his monkism, and having been also, for imposition,
turned adrift by the Duchess of Ferrara, was converted into
a physician in the course of three days. Having come to
Geneva, and found there was no room for him among the
learned physicians of that place, in order to show that he
was a divine, he began to babble out errors and absurdities
concerning predestination. This he at first did in private to
certain individuals, but at length even in public before the
congregation. Calvin had at first refuted him, and been
contented to give him a gentle reprimand ; and afterwards
sending for him endeavoured to teach him the true doctrine.
But either owing to the monkish ambition engrained in his
nature, or spurred on by factious individuals, who were look-
ing out for some one through whom they might assail Calvin,
he openly dared, in presence of the congregation, when that
passage of John was expounded, “ He who is of God heareth
the words of God; and in that you hear not, ye are not of
God,” to bring forward free-will, and the foresight of works,
in order to subvert the doctrine of an eternal decree of pre-
destination prior in order to all other causes whatever. He
even added insult and mere seditious invective against the
true doctrine.

He is thought to have acted with the greater boldness,
because, from not seeing Calvin in his place, he thought
he was absent. And so, indeed, he was, at the com-
mencement; but coming in after he had begun his ha-
rangue, had kept standing behind some other persons. The
monk’s oration being ended, Calvin suddenly appeared, and
although it was obvious he had nothing premeditated, he cer-
tainly then showed, if ever, what kind of man he was. For
he so confuted, mauled, and overwhelmed him with proofs
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from Scripture, quotations from authors, especially from
Augustine, and, in fine, by numerous weighty arguments,
that all felt exceedingly ashamed for the brasen-faced monk,
except the monk himself. One of the judge’s assessors, whose
office it is to apprehend culprits in the city, happening to be
among the hearers, when the meeting was dismissed lays
hold of him, on a charge of sedition, and delivers him into
custody. But why dwell upon it? After a long discussion,
the Senate, having taken the opinion of the Swiss churches,
on the 23d of December, publicly condemned him as a seditious
man, and a mere Pelagian, and banished him the city, threat-
ening him with scourging if he were again caught in it, or
within its territory.

He afterwards went into a neighbouring town, and caused
much disturbance, until he was twice expelled from the
Bernese territory. He afterwards intrigued for a cure in
the French Church, which he thought would then be at
peace, and went first to Paris, and then to Orleans, mak-
ing artful professions of repentance, and voluntarily beg-
ging to be reconciled to the Genevese Church. But when,
contrary to his expectation, he perceived that the churches
were in affliction, he went back to his medicine, and openly
revolted to the enemies of the gospel, allowing his wife to be-
come a prostitute to the canons of Augusta, where he is this
good day assailing the truth, with whatever calumnies he
can. Meanwhile, the Consistory of Geneva, at a public
meeting, declared the true doctrine of predestination, and af-
terwards approved of it, as comprehended in a public docu-
ment drawn up by Calvin. All that Satan gained by these
dissensions was, that this article of the Christian religion,
which was formerly most obscure, became clear and trans-
parent to all not disposed to be contentious.

In the following year, (1552,) it became more apparent
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how great a flame had been kindled by that worthless
man, notwithstanding of his having been condemned by
the common judgment of so many churches. For the
mere difficulty of a question which had not been duly
explained by most of the ancients, nor always discussed
with the same result, incited curious minds in particular to
engage in the discussion of it, while the factious thought
an admirable opportunity was afforded them of throwing
every thing into confusion, by getting Calvin expelled.
Accordingly, it is impossible to describe the contentions
which ensued, not only in the city, but also in every quar-
ter, as if Satan himself had blown the trumpet. For al-
though the pastors of the leading churches were admirably
agreed, yet there were not wanting some in the churches
bordering on the Bernese territory who would fain have
picked a quarrel with Calvin, on the allegation that he made
God the author of sin. Their memory must have been
short, not to remember that this most pestilential dogma
had been long ago refuted by Calvin, in his Treatise against
the Libertines. But at Bésle, that worthy and single-mind-
ed man, Castellio, although it was his wont to do every thing
secretly, was open enough in his defence of Pelagianism.
Nay, even Melancthon had begun to write on these matters
in such terms, that though he had before distinctly sub-
scribed to Calvin’s Treatise against Pighius, he seemed to
some to insinuate that the Genevese were introducing the
fatalism of the Stoics. I say nothing of the Papists, who are
even now repeating calumnies that have been a thousand
times refuted. These things, as might have been expected,
stung the mind of Calvin ; and that the more keenly, that
st this time the power of error was occasionally so strong,
that truth seemed sometimes compelled, even by public
authority, to shut her mouth.
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The controversy thus raised was not short-lived; for in
this very year the good hermit whom we have mentioned
above came forth to dispute with Calvin. Some years be-
fore, having met with a repulse when he was intriguing
for the ministry, he had turned lawyer, and taken the fac-
tious under his patronage. The matter was keenly discussed
by the parties before the Senate ; the hermit finding his ar-
mour in his impudence and the favour of the wicked, while
Calvin, in defending his doctrine, trusted solely to the power
of truth. Truth, therefore, prevailed; and the writings of
Calvin were again approved as picus and orthodox, and,
strange to say, by the suffrages even of his enemies. But
we must not omit to mention the repentance which this
enemy manifested some years after, and of which he was
8o desirous to have Calvin for a witness, that he said he
could have no peace of conscience, unless he felt in his
dying moments that Calvin, whom he acknowledged he had
formerly unjustly assailed, was reconciled to him. This Cal-
vin not only did not refuse, but consoled him in the kindest
manner in his last moments.

The following year, viz., 1553, while the malice of the
factious, which was hastening to its close, was so boisterous,
that not only the Church, but even the Republic itself, was
brought into extreme jeopardy, they proceeded to such
lengths with clamour and menaces, and, in fine, by op-
pressing the liberty of the good, that they changed the
ancient edicts with regard to the appointment of senators,
(on this subject, the good afterwards took the greater care
to provide for themselves, the Lord favouring them there-
in,) expelled some from the Senate, and pretending fear of
the foreign exiles, deprived them of all weapons, except their
swords, when they happened to go beyond the city; so that
it seemed nothing could prevent them from accomplishing the



BY THEODORE BEZA. Ixi

design for which they had long agitated, as they had every
thing in their power. And even at this time Satan furnished
them with another occasion. For that declared enemy of
the sacred Trinity, that is, of the whole Godhead, and
therefore a monster compounded of all heresies, however
rank and portentous,—I mean Michael Servetus,—after he
had wandered up and down for several years, professing
medicine, concealing himself under the name of Michael
Villanovanus, had circulated his blasphemies, which he
afterwards published at Vienne in a thick volume. The
printer was one Arnoldi, a bookseller in Lyons, and what
is called the corrector for the press was one William Gue-
rot, who had formerly been devoted to the factious among
the Genevese, but a few months before had left Geneva
for Lyons, to avoid punishment for fornication and other
crimes. Servetus having published this large volume of
blasphemy, and having, for that reason, been imprisoned at
Vienne, escaped I know not how, and, by a kind of fatality,
came to Geneva, intending to pass through it for some
more distant place, had he not been providentially recog-
nised by Calvin, to whom he was well known long before,
and on his information to the magistracy consigned to
prison. The contest which then arose, and the important
matters to which they related, are most fully explained in a
work published with that view. The result of the whole
was, that this abandoned man, (into whose ear one of the
factious, an assessor of the then Premtor, was said to have
whispered something which confirmed him in his wicked-
ness,) being betrayed by his own vain confidence, was con-
victed of impiety and endless blasphemies, conformably to
the opinion of all the Swiss churches. On the 27th of
October, the unhappy man, who gave no sign of repentance,
was burned alive. In this year Farel was so seriously in-
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disposed that Calvin, who went to Neufchatel to visit him,
left him for dead. Contrary to all expectation he recovered,
and was able shortly after to refresh the Church.

So far this year seems to have been divided between hope
and fear, the former, however, prevailing in the end. But
while the cause of Servetus was under discussion, one of
the factious, Bertelier by name, a man of the most con-
summate impudence, whom the Presbytery, for his many
iniquities, excluded from the Lord’s Table, comes before
the Senate, and prays to be absolved by their suthority.
Had this been done, there cannot be a doubt that the bond
of ecclesiastical discipline being forthwith dissolved, every-
thing would instantly have gone to wreck. Therefore Calvin,
in name of the Presbytery, made strenuous and unremitting
opposition, showing that magistrates ought to be the vindi-
cators, not the destroyers, of sacred laws. In short, he omit-
ted nothing which a contest of so much moment demanded.
However, the false clamours of those who said that the
Presbytery were in some things arrogating to themselves
the authority of the magistrates prevailed, and it was, ac-
cordingly, resolved, in the Council of the Two Hundred,
that, in excommunication, the ultimate right belonged to the
Senate, who were entitled to absolve whom they pleased.
In consequence of this resolution having been passed by the
- Senate, who had then given little attention to the subject,
Bertelier surreptitiously obtained letters of absolution under
the seal of the Republic. Perrin, with his followers, hoped
that one of two consequences would follow—that if Calvin re-
fused to obey the Senate, he would be able to overwhelm him
by means of a mob ; that if Calvin obeyed, he would have no
difficulty in depriving the Presbytery of all authority, in
other words, in removing every restraint upon wickedness.

But Calvin, though he had been informed of what was done
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only two days before the usual period of- celebrating the
Lord’s Supper, raising his voice and his hand in the course
of his sermon, after he had spoken at some length of the
despisers of sacred mysteries, exclaimed, in the words of
Chrysostom, “ I will die sooner than this hand shall stretch
forth the sacred things of the Lord to those who have been
judged despisers.” These words, strange to say, had such
an effect upon these men, however lawless, that Perrin
secretly advised Bertelier not to come forward to the
Table. The sacrament was celebrated with extraordinary
silence, not without some degree of trembling, as if the
Deity himself were actually present. In the afternoon
Calvin, teking for his text the celebrated passage in the
Acts of the Apostles, in which Paul bids farewell to the
Church of Ephesus, declared that he was not a man who
knew or taught others to fight against magistrates; and
after exhorting his audience at great length to perse-
vere in the doctrine which they had heard, as if it was
the last sermon he was to deliver at Geneva, concluded
thus :—% Since these things are so, allow me also, brethren,
to use these words of the Apostle, ¢ I commend you to the
Lord, and to the Word of his grace."”

These words made a wonderful impression even on the
most abandoned, while they, at the same time, seriously
warned good men what their duty was. The next day
Calvin, with his colleagues and the Presbytery, firmly de-
manded of the Senate, and also of the Two Hundred,
that they should have an audience before the people, since
the point under discussion related to the abrogation of a
law which had been passed by the people. Their views
having undergone no slight change, they came to be of
opinion that the decree of the Two Hundred should be
suspended—that the opinion of the four Swiss Cantons
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should be taken, and that, in the meanwhile, no prejudice
should be done to the existing laws.

In this way that storm was rather dispersed than calmed.
For the factious seeing it, contrary to all expectation, avert-
ed from the head of Calvin, endeavoured to take advantage of
a circumstance which had arisen to turn it upon the head of
Farel. For Farel, who had been suffering by severe disease,
in the month of March, hastening to Geneva as soon as his
health permitted, and trusting partly to the goodness of the
cause, and partly to his age, and the authority which he had
long possessed in Geneva, delivered a sermon, in which he
very sharply rebuked the factious. They, complaining that
injustice was done them, cited him, after his return to Neuf-
chatel, and obtained letters from the Senate to the inhabit-
ants of that town, requesting them to allow Farel to ap-
pear on the day named in the citation. Farel accordingly
came, though not without personal risk, the factious ex-
claiming that he deserved to be thrown into the Rhone.
A right-hearted young man among the citizens, after warn-
ing Perrin again and again to take care that Farel, who
was, as it were, the common father of the citizens, should
suffer no harm, taking with him another young companion,
gave information to others whom they knew to be well-
affected. Accordingly, when Farel made his appearance in
court, a great part of the city had assembled. The accusers,
astonished, and now alarmed for their own safety, after
Farel was heard, withdrew the accusation.

Thus the whole of this year was spent in contention with
the wicked, and in defence both of doctrine and discipline,
and everywhere with a prosperous issue, if we except the
wound which not only England but all Christian churches
received by the death of the most religious King Edward.
Yet in this very year Calvin was so diligent a student that
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he published his excellent Commentary upon John. I may
here be permitted (I wish it were without cause) to say of
Servetus, what the ancient Fathers, who spoke from expe-
rience, wrote concerning that twin monster, Paul Samosate-
nus and Arius of Alexandria, viz., that with them originated
those fires by which the whole churches of Christendom
were afterwards in a blaze. For punishment was most de-
servedly inflicted on Servetus at Geneva, not because he
was a sectary, but a monstrous compound of mere impiety
and horrid blasphemy, with which he had for the whole
period of thirty years, by word and writing, polluted both
heaven and earth. Even now it is impossible to say how
much the influence of Satan has been increased by that
flame which seized first upon Poland, then Transylvania
and Hungary, and I fear may have proceeded farther still.
Indeed, it would seem that Servetus prophesied under the
influence of a Satanic spirit, when taking a passage of
the Apocalypse and interpreting it in his usual way, he
placed it in front of his book: “There was great war in
heaven—Michael and his angels fighting with the dragon.”
This is, indeed, true if you give the word * with” not the
meaning of the Greek xara, (against,)) but of ov, (together
with.)

Scarcely, therefore, were the ashes of that unhappy man
cold when questions began to be agitated concerning the
punishment of heretics—some maintaining that they ought
indeed to be coerced, but could not justly be put to death;
others, as if the nature of heresy could not be clearly
ascertained from the Word of God, or as if it were lawful
to judge in academic fashion of all the heads of religion,
maintaining that heretics ought to be left to the judgment
of God only. This opinion was defended even by some
good men, who were afraid that if a different view were

e
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adopted they might seem to sanction the cruelty of tyrants
against the godly. The chief abettors of that opinion (and
they were thereby pleading their own cause) were Sebas-
tian Castellio and Lelius Socinus; the latter, indeed, more
secretly, but the former more openly, having in a certain
treatise, which he prefixed to his translation, or rather per-
version, of the sacred books, plainly studied to deprive the
Divine Word of clear authority, and expressly maintained,
in his Annotations on the First Epistle of Corinthians, as if
for the express purpose of leading us away from the written
Word as imperfect, that Paul had taught his perfect dis-
ciples—(who they were I know not)—a more recondite
theology than he had delivered in his writings. Calvin having,
in the beginning of the year 1544, drawn up a full refutation
of the doctrine of Servetus, which was subsecribed by all his
colleagues ; and having also added reasons, showing why and
how far it was the duty of magistrates, after due investiga-
tion, to punish heretics, these men opposed him with a
farrago, raked together partly from misquotations from the
writings of pious doctors, and partly from the lucubrations
of certain fanatics, otherwise of unknown name. The far-
rago bore to be written by one Martin Bellius. This was
Castellio himself, although he afterwards swore it was not.
The name of the town where it was said to be published was
also fictitious. To that libellous production, containing not
that error only, but teeming with many other blasphemies,
I wrote an answer, with the view of relieving Calvin from
the trouble, while occupied with far better business; I mean
in writing his most learned Commentaries on Genesis and
others, of which we will afterwards speak, and in warding
off the dangers which threatened his church.

For the factious, who were bent on innovations, still pro-
ceeded ; and though a second amnesty was solemnly ratified,
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in presence of the Senate, in the month of February, yet
their conduct every day became worse. Calvin was thus much
occupied, both in endeavouring to bring them to a better
mind, by rebuking them as he was wont, and in confirming
the good, 8o as to enable them to withstand their wickedness ;
for to such lengths did the wicked proceed, that they trans-
formed the Word of God into obscene songs, and beat any
of the foreigners whom they met in the dark, and sometimes
evenrobbed them. Privately, and appropriately, they called
in the assistance of Bolsec, Castellio, and certain others, (men,
no doubt, very solicitous for the truth!) to renew the con-
troversy concerning predestination. Not contented with
having circulated an infamous and anonymous libel, in which
they offered the grossest insults to the faithful servant of
God, Castellio caused another edition of it in Latin to be
secretly printed at Paris. To this I afterwards replied ; and
Calvin himself also refuted certain frivolities on the subject,
which had been drawn up under certain heads. His time
was also at this period occupied by certain exiles from Eng-
land, who had settled at Wesel, Embden, and Frankfort,
and who were every now and then applying to Calvin for
advice. Another thing which gave him not a little vexation,
was the audacity of certain pastors (secretly aided by the
favour of others) in the French Church of Strasburgh, which
he himself had formerly planted. In short, the extent of
his labours during this year, in behalf of various churches, is
attested by the numerous letters by which he stirred up
many men in power to embrace the gospel, and with the
best results confirmed many of the brethren, some of whom
were expoged to extreme peril, and others actually in bonds.
‘We formerly mentioned the consent of all the Swiss and
Rhetian churches as to the doctrine of the sacrament, and
its publication, to the great delight of all the learned and
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good. This concord was displeasing to the spirit of error,
whose great influence we have already seen. It was, there-
fore, easy to find out one who was willing to stir up the
smothered embers. Accordingly, Joachim, a Westphalian,
sounded the trumpet, which was afterwards echoed by Hesh-
usius, then a minister of the Word, and now a bishop.
We will speak of both by and by. An Exposition of the
consent of the Churches, which Calvin published at this
time, exasperated the rage of these men the more, the
more profitable it proved to all the lovers of truth.

The following year, (1555,) by the wonderful goodness
of God, put an end to domestic strife, and gave the Republic
and Church of Geneva desired repose. The factious had
ruined themselves by their own hands, a dreadful conspiracy
having been very opportunely discovered, through the petu-
lant audacity of certain of the conspirators when in & state
of drunkenness. Some of them were capitally punished, and
others exiled; and although the latter continued for some
time after to trouble the State, they all at last came to a
shameful end; thus affording a singular example of tardy, in-
deed, but still just punishment from Ged. No sooner was
the republic thus freed from those pests, when, by another
act of the Divine goodness, im consequence of the reply of the
four Helvetian cities, (we mentioned that their opinion had
on the previous year been ssked by the Senate when making
inquiry into the ecclesiastical discipline of Geneva,) all the
ancient edicts relating to ecclesiastical polity were, contrary
to the expectation of the factious, put to the vote, and car-
ried by the common suffrages of the citizens. Calvin, how-
ever, did not want occasion for strenuous exertion. Abroad
he was both engaged, at the request of the King of Poland,
in establishing the churches of that kingdom, and also with
that furious tempest produced by a change of affairs in
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England, and by which those three bishops and martyrs of
incomparable piety, John Hopper, Nicholas Ridley, and
Hugh Latimer, with others almost innumerable, and at last
also the great Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, were
driven to heaven. He also exerted himself greatly in con-
soling his brethren who were in bonds in France, and espe-
cially five most devoted martyrs who were this year burned
with the greatest cruelty at Cambray.

At home the ashes of Servetus began again to sprout
one Matthew Gribald, a lawyer of some eminence, being
detected favouring his blasphemies. He had accident-
ally come to Geneva, (he was the owner of Fargias, a
village in the neighbourhood of Geneva,) and been in-
troduced to Calvin by certain Italians, who had been his
pupils at Padua. Calvin, however, refusing to give him
the right hand of fellowship unless they were previously
agreed as to the primary article of the Christian faith,
viz., the Holy Trinity, left no room for admonition or ar-
gument. Accordingly, he afterwards experienced that of
which Calvin even then forewarned him, viz., that the
heavy judgment of God was impending over him for his
obstinate impiety. He first fled to Tubingen, where he
had been introduced by the favour of Vergerius, and being
afterwards taken up at Berne, was liberated on abjuring his
heresy. Returning again to his former course, and be-
coming the patron and host of Gentilis, of whom we will
speak by and by, he was at last seized with the plague, and
in that way anticipated the punishment which otherwise
awaited him.

Another circumstance which occurred this year did not
allow Calvin’s joy to be complete. A faction, composed of a
few neighbouring ministers, who in themselves felt inclined
to oppose Calvin, and were, moreover, instigated by Bolsec,
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to gain some degree of reputation, by attacking an indivi-
dual so celebrated, men, moreover, whose characters had
already many stigmas attached to them, raged like Baccha-
nalians against him, alleging that he made God the author
of evil, by excluding nothing from His eternal providence
and ordination. These calumnies, to which we have already
alluded, although they did not move him from his course,
yet, from the slanderous manner in which they were urged,
obliged him to obtain permission from the Senate to proceed
to Berne with deputies, and plead the cause of truth before
the Bernese themselves. The cause was accordingly pleaded ;
the result being, that Sebastian was convicted of infamy, and
banished, and Bolsec also was ordered to leave the country ;
but it was not thought proper to give any express decision
on the subject itself. The Lord thus consulted for the good
of his Church. Had a decision been given, Calvin might
have seemed to have obtained, by authority and influence,
that which he afterwards obtained voluntarily. For not long
after, (not, however, till Calvin’s death,) all those calumnies
vanished into smoke, and Andrew Zebedee, the bitterest of
the accusers, when on his death-bed, in the town of New-
burgh, about four miles distant from Geneva, sending for the
principal citizens, made a voluntary confession of the truth
which he had opposed, and in detestation of his own con-
duct, ordered all his papers to be burned in their presence.
This was assuredly a better decision in Calvin’s favour, than
if it had been given by a thousand decrees of the Senate.

In the following year, (1556,) Calvin, while preaching,
was suddenly seized with ague, and ultimately obliged to
leave the pulpit. Many false rumours arose on the subject,
and the Papists were so delighted, that during public ser-
vice at Noyon, Calvin’s native city, the monks gave thanks
to their idols for his death. But the prayers of the good
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prevailed; and so far was Calvin from dying of this at-
tack, that, on the contrary, as if he had renewed his
strength, he undertook an unusually long journey, viz., to
Frankfort, whither he had been invited, in order to allay
the dissensions which had arisen in the French church.
On his return, (1557,) although still weakly in health, he,
however, omitted none of his daily labours, and published
in the following year his most learned Commentaries on
the Psalms, with a truly valuable preface. Part of this
year, which was very turbulent, in consequence of tumults
excited by some of these factious ministers, and distress-
ing from the dearness of corn, he spent in maintaining
the truth against Joachim the Westphalian. After he had
written his last answer to the Westphalian, who, however,
continued his endless prating, I took the task upon myself,
with a success of which, by the favour of God, I have cer-
tainly no reason to repent. At this time also, both he and
I refuted the calumnies which Castellio had caused to be
anonymously circulated against the eternal predestination of
God.

But the thing which grieved him most of all was the
very cruel persecution of the godly at Paris, by break-
ing in. upon their meeting in St James’s Street, where
they had assembled to celebrate the Lord’s Supper. About
eighty of their number were taken, (the rest having escaped
by the darkness of the night,) and were dragged to the
prisons at daybreak, amid reproach and insult, although
several ladies of the highest rank were among them. The
rage of the king had been inflamed, not only by those who
surrounded him, but also by the circumstances of the times;
for this occurrence took place just after the news had arrived
of the great defeat at St Quintin. The godly having as-
gembled at night, because it was not in their power to do
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so by day, those old and stale calumnies devised against
the Christians, in ancient times, were again revived by
one Demochares, a Doctor of Sorbonne, who, forsooth,
insinuated that all these calamities were truly to be as-
cribed to the Christians alone. Witnesses were even
suborned to prove the putting out of lights and prostitu-
tion ; this persons were found credulous enough to believe.
Seven martyrs were therefore led forth to the flames, and
this was thrice repeated ; the list including a certain lady
of rank, whose fortitude, as well as that of the other six,
and among them two very young men, was truly admir-
able.

But the calumny of the Sorbonnists was exposed, though
by no means suppressed, by a matron who voluntarily came
forward to court investigation for her imprisoned daughters,
who were said to have been violated, and also by the very
excellent and learned individual who had officiated there
as pastor for some months before, and who, in an ad-
mirable little book, completely refuted all those lies. Cal-
vin also procured an embassy to be sent with the utmost
dispatch from the German princes. By these means the
storm was somewhat calmed. The year which followed,
(1558,) was a happy one for the Republic of Geneva, a per-
petual confederation having been entered into between the
Bernese and the Genevese, to the great disappointment of
those who had been banished. A variety of circumstances
attended this successful result, among others a last fruit-
less attempt of the banished. But on this I have de-
termined not to enlarge. Abroad persecution was again
renewed in France, and at home the abominable heresy of
the Tritheists arose, as from the ashes of Servetus, under
the auspices of one Valentine Gentilis, a native of Co-
senza. To obviate these evils, deputies were sent to the
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princes of Germany, with a letter from Calvin, explaining
the many calamities of the churches, and requesting their
interposition, and he himself, meanwhile, wrote numerous
letters to confirm the sufferers. The course which was
taken in the case of Gentilis, and the end of that mouster,
I will relate briefly; because a full account of the whole
matter, partly drawn up by Calvin himself from the
public proceedings, and partly written with fidelity by
Benedict Aretius, a minister of Berne, with an appen-
dix, containing a refutation of his blasphemy, together with
all and every thing pertaining to the subject, was published
in this city in the year 1567.

This unhappy man, then, who was endowed with a shrewd
but also with a crafty and sophistical turn of mind, a con-
siderable time after punishment had been inflicted on Serve-
tus, having fallen in with his treatise, as well as Calvin’s re-
futation, easily perceived that neither the phantoms nor ideas
with which he had coloured the heresy of the Samosatene,
nor the confounding of the persons with the essence as intro-
duced by Sabellius, nor, in fine, the Divinity of Christ, as it
was held by the impure Arius, could be reconciled with the
Word of God. On the other hand, he saw that what was
delivered in Scripture concerning the one essence of God,
and the three hypostases, with distinct differences from each
other, could not be made to accord with human reason.
He therefore did what minds of his description are wont
to do, that is, instead of submitting to the wisdom of God,
he persuaded himself that nothing was true that did not
accord with human reason. Therefore, assigning supre-
macy to the person of the Father only, whom he main-
tained to be alone the sole and only self-existing God, he
began openly to profess what he called Essentiation, that is,
a propagation of essences, three in number, both as persons
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and as essences, that is, in other words, three Gods, three
eternal, omnipotent, and infinite Beings. In this way he
impudently placed himself in opposition, not only to the
holy Word of God, but also to the Council of Nice, (repu-
diating the Athanasian Creed,) and the authority of the
most ancient writers, also such as Ignatius, Tertullian, and
Lactantius. For he not only rejected all orthodox writers
who followed the Council of Nice, but even charged them
with impiety. This blasphemy was followed by others
concerning the hypostatic union. These articles he brought
forward secretly at first to a few individuals, the principal
being John Paul Alciat, a military man from Milan, and
George Blandrata of Salusses, a physician by profession.
Having at last submitted his views to the Italian Presby-
tery, an extraordinary meeting was held, where, being pa-
. tiently heard in presence of certain select senators, and of all
the ministers and presbyters, and refuted by Calvin out of
the Word of God, as to everything which he thought pro-
per to adduce, the result was, that the Italians imme-
diately subscribed the orthodox faith, with only six excep-
tions, and even these afterwards, on being taken aside, sub-
scribed with their hand indeed, but, as it afterwards ap-
peared, not with the heart also. Gentilis then returning to
his old course, is detected circulating his former blasphemy,
and when apprehended makes no attempt at concealment,
but is heard as long and as much as he chose. At length,
as if vanquished, (for he had nothing but obstinacy to op-
pose to Calvin,) he pretends to be exceedingly penitent,
and, indeed, a copy of his recantation, in his own hand-
writing, is still extant. In short, having gone through the
streets abjuring his heresy, he is dismissed, after binding
himself by oath not to go beyond the gates of the city.
Shortly, however, breaking faith, he runs off to Savoy to
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Matthew Gribald, and is followed some time after by Alciat
and Blandrata, the future devastators of Transylvania and
the neighbouring countries. But Gentilis (the judgment of
God even then impending over him) continued to reside with
Gribald—for they both despised the other two as ignor-
ant and unlearned men—and began to print a small work
against Athanasius and Calvin. He proceeded afterwards to
Lyons, where he got the printing finished, prefixing a de-
dication to the Prefect of Gez, who was altogether una-
ware of his wickedness. Being afterwards apprehended at
Lyons by the Papists, (I know not why,) he told them that
he was writing against Calvin, and was set at liberty as one
who_deserved well of the Catholic Church. After this he
went into Moravia to Blandrata and Alciat, and others of
the same stamp. Afterwards, when they could not come
to an agreement among themselves, (most of them having
gone over from Tritheism to the doctrine of Paul of Samo-
eata,) as if the hand of Christ himself were leading him to
punishment, he returns to Savoy to his friend Gribald. But
that plague another plague had already carried off. Calvin,
too, had by this time been taken from us. Then, as if he had
been altogether infatuated, or because he trusted that since
Calvin’s death there was nobody remaining by whom he
could be convicted, he goes directly to the Prefect of Gez,
who was deservedly offended with him, and being imme-
diately recognised, and, by the just judgment of God for
his former tergiversation, sent to Berne to plead his cause,
was there convicted of perjury and manifest dishonesty.
After many fruitless attempts to bring him back to the
right way he was put to death, and so paid the punish-
ment due to his many crimes. Such, then, was the termina-
tion of this cause. And yet there are not wanting some
excellent defenders of Christianity, forsooth, both among
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the Catholics and among those worthies the Ubiquitarians,
who dare to accuse Calvin as the author of these blasphemies,
nay, to calumniate him as one who opened up the way to
Atheism and Mahommedanism; though the truth is, that
while they were fast asleep, Calvin was the first and almost
the only one in our time by whom those very blasphemies
were most laboriously confuted. But at Paris the Cardinal,
by whose nod the King administered all affairs, attempted
to withdraw the cognizance of heresy from the ordinary
judges (those whom they call laics) to a triumvirate of
cardinals. The Parliament of Paris, opposing by divine
rather than human suggestion, inasmuch as they were
pleading their own cause and not the cause of Christ, he
abandoned his nefarious attempt.

But the end of this year was to us the commencement of
a greater sorrow; Calvin being seized, in the month of
October, with a quartan fever, a disease which we have at
length learned, by too sad experience, is justly regarded by
medical men as fatal to those who are advanced in years.
For although that disease in Calvin’s case continued only
eight months, yet it so exhausted his spare body, worn out
by labours and exertions, that he never entirely recovered it.
Meanwhile the physicians strongly advising, and we also
beseeching him to have some regard for his health, he,
by necessity, desisted from preaching and lecturing, but
continued spending days and nights in dictating and writing
letters. He had no expression more frequently in his
mouth than that life, as he expressed it, would be bitter
to him if spent in indolence, though, indeed, we who were
strong might, in comparison with him, have been thought
indolent. Of this we have a testimony in the last edition
of his Christian Institutes, both in Latin and French, and
Lis Commentaries on Isaiah, not s0 much an amended edi-
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tion of those which Galars took down from his Lectures,
as an entirely new work.

The following year, viz., 1559, was remarkable for the
peace and very close affinity contracted between the two
most powerful kings, and would, perhaps, have been the
last year of the Genevese Republic, had not the counsels
of the Papists, who were abusing the simplicity of King
Henry, been providentially frustrated. For it is certain
that Henry, after issuing the most severe edicts, and
throwing some of the senators into prison, merely for giv-
ing it as their opinion that in the meanwhile, until a gene-
ral council was called, more leniency should be shown in
matters of religion, had it especially in view to restore
the Duke of Savoy, and completely overthrow Geneva.
Calvin, on the contrary, though in bad health, laboured at
Geneva to defeat his designs. He confirmed the Churches
and all the brethren, who, on account of the prospect be-
fore them, were in the greatest distress, and was incessant in
prayer imploring assistance from the Lord. In the midst of
the terror which prevailed both at home and abroad, the
monarch, while in the very act of preparing for the cele-
bration of the marriage by which he was to confirm the
peace, received a fatal wound in a mock combat, and that
from the hand of the very man to whom, as commander
of the Royal Guards, he had formerly assigned the office of
apprehending those senators. This death Cardinal Lorraine
wished it to be thought he had afterwards expiated by the
most iniquitous murder of Annas de Bourge, a most learned
lawyer, a most upright senator, and, in fine, a most holy
martyr of Christ.

But Geneva, by the singular providence of God, as if
the Lord were again and again causing the purest light
to arise out of the thickest darkness, felt so confident in
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these times, (the thing is scarcely credible,) that in the
very year, and almost at the very instant, when these
powerful princes were conspiring her destruction, it gave
orders, on the suggestion of Calvin, for the erection of a
magnificent building for a school, provided with eight teachers
of youth, and public professors of Hebrew, Greek, Philoso-
phy, and Theology. The dedication to Almighty God took
place in due form in a full assembly of the people in the
principal church, wherein, for the first time, were read and

established those laws which related to the appropriation
and perpetual maintenance of this most useful and sacred

institution.

In the following year (1560) much obloquy was thrown
upon Calvin by some, who charged him with instigating cer-
tain persons against Francis II., the heir to his father’s do-
minions ; the persons meant being those from whose fate the
tumult has received the name of Amboise. I know for cer-
tain that Calvin had no part or portion in this matter, and
even openly disapproved it, both by word, and by letters
written to his friends. This same year, one Stancarus of
Mantua (Italy seeming fatal to the Poles) began to assert
that Christ is not a Mediator, except according to the
flesh, bringing a charge of Arianism against all who held
that he was a Mediator as God. The ground of the
charge was, that they, in this way, made the Son inferior to
the Father. ' This calumny, and the whole heresy, was solidly
refuted, among others by Melancthon and Martyr. Calvin
also, at the request of the Poles, confuted it very briefly, but
with great force; and at the same time foreseeing what
shortly happened, viz., that some unskilful persons, in their
zeal to refute Stancarus, would, if they did not take care,
fall into the error of the Tritheists, he distinctly forewarned
them of the danger, and exhorted them, while standing on




BY THEODORE BEZA. Ixxix

their guard against Blandrata and his followers, and asserting
that Christ was Mediator in both natures, not to multiply
the Godhead. In so far, however, as regarded those who
were to perish, this exhortation was given in vain.

At this time also, the Bohemian Waldenses having sent
two of their brethren to Calvin, and put some questions to
him concerning religion, he, of course, kindly answered them,
and also advised them to enter into full connection with other
churches. At the same time, not a few Frenchmen having
taken refuge in England, after the death of Queen Mary,
trusting to the singular piety and humanity of her Most
Serene Majesty, Queen Elizabeth, and several of the
clergy having, with the consent of Edmund Grindall, Bishop
of London, requested that some one should be sent to con-
stitute a French church there, it was agreed to send Galars.

In the end of the year 1560, Francis the Second having
suddenly died, at the very time when all things seemed so
utterly desperate that God alone could give a remedy,
Charles the Ninth had no sooner succeeded to the crown than
a messenger arrived from him with a letter, in which he
complained that persons were sent from Geneva to disturb
his kingdom of France, and demanded that they should be
forthwith recalled ; or that, otherwise, he would not overlook
the very just cause he had to avenge the injury. Calvin be-
ing called upon by the Senate, replied in his own name and
that of his colleagues, that on the petition of the French
churches they had given their advice to certain men of
known faith and integrity, whom they thought fit for the
purpose, not to be wanting to their country, when imploring
their assistance in a cause so holy as that of training up a
pure church ; that this advice had been acted upon, not in
order to disturb the kingdom, but to teach the gospel of
peace; and that, moreover, if they were accused of having



Ixxx LIFE OF CALVIN,

done any thing of the kind, they were prepared to answer
their accusers, in presence of the king himself. The matter
went no farther. The same year, Calvin and myself answered
the book of that most troublesome man, Tilemann Heshusius.
Calvin next refuted the blasphemies which Valentine Gen-
tilis had printed at Lyons, against the Athanasian Creed.
He also published his Prelections on Daniel, dedicating them
to the churches of France. In these he was, indeed, an in-
terpreter of the prophet; but he also, in the dedication, be-
came himself a prophet, predicting impending storms at the
very time when the meeting of the bishops was held at
Poissy, and when, at a very full Convention of the Estates of
the Kingdom, an approved Confession of the Gallic churches
was by me submitted to the king. At this time most people
were flattering themselves that an immediate blow was to
be given to the Papacy. At this period also, one Francis
Baldwin, afterwards surnamed Ecebolius, (changeling,) on
account of his having changed his religion at least three or
four times, (for, even before the last calamity, which befel
the French churches on the 24th of August 1572, we have
the testimony of most excellent and venerable men, nay,
even Baldwin’s own letter to that effect, exhibited to the
Synod, that he was exceedingly desirous to be one day con-
nected with us;) this man, I say, being suborned by a car-
dinal, and by wicked arts reconciled to the Navarrene, cir-
culated at court a short treatise, either published by himself or
by one Cassander, who (by his own account) was a pious and
moderate man; a book worse even than the Interim of Charles
the Fifth, in this respect, that under the semblance of a mo-
derate reform, it defended all the corruptions of the Papacy.
Calvin having been made aware of this matter by me, pub-
lished a refutation, to which additions were shortly after
made, sufficient to make all aware of the temper and the in-
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tentions of Baldwin. Neither this, however, nor any other
reply, could suppress his ravings ; nor did he from that time
desist from assailing Calvin with his vile invectives, until at
the end of the year, hated by God, and by men of both re-
ligions, whom he had so often deceived, while prosecuting
some lawsuit or other at Paris, or pining with envy, because
he saw another preferred to him to accompany Henry III.,,
when setting out to visit the kingdom of Poland, he ceased
at the same time to slander and to live.

But in the year 1562, after not only peace but also liberty
had been granted to the French churches on certain condi-
tions, by a formal edict of the king, the Navarrene being forth-
with seduced by the wiles of the Papists, and the Duke of
Gruise, after committing the savage slaughter at Vassy, having
sounded the trumpet and commenced that civil war, which has
now been raging fortwelvesuccessive yearsin miserable France,
it is impossible to describe the many heavy cares which weighed
upon Calvin ; his infirmities also increasing so much, that it
might then have been seen he was advancing with rapid step
to a better life. He, however, ceased not to comfort and ex-
hort, nay, also to preach and deliver his lectures on Theology.
He, moreover, drew up that most admirable Confession of
Faith which was presented to the States of the Empire at
Frankfort, in the name of the Prince of Condé and all the
pious, who, in addition to the injury of being most unjustly
involved in war, had been also most undeservedly traduced
to the Germans, as holding certain false doctrines.

It will not be disagreeable to the reader here to mention
a circumstance not unworthy of observation. On the 19th
of December, which happened to be a Sabbath, Calvin was
confined to bed with the gout. The north wind having con-
tinued to blow, with the greatest violence, for two successive
days, Calvin, in the hearing of several persons, s}ys, “1
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know not what the cause of it is, but during the night 1
thought I heard martial music sounding aloud, and could
not persuade myself that it was not really so. Let us
pray, I beseech you; for some matter of great moment is go-
ing forward.” It turned out that on that very day a fierce
battle was fought at Dreux, though the news of it did not
arrive for some days after, In the following year, (1563,)
Calvin’s diseases had so much increased, and were so numer-
ous, as to make it almost impossible to believe that so strong
and noble a mind could be any longer confined in a body so
fragile, so exhausted by labour, and, in fine, so broken down
by suffering. But even then he could not be persuaded to
spare himself. Nay, if at any time he abstained from public
duty, (and he never did so without the greatest reluctance,)
he still at home gave answers to those who consulted him, or
wore out his amanuenses by dictating to them, though unfa-
tigued himself. In testimony of this, we have his two very
serious Admonitions to the Poles against the blasphemers
of the Holy Trinity ; also the answers which he gave, both
by word and writing, to those brethren who were sent
to him from the Synod of Lyons; the Commentary on the
Four Books of Moses, which he wrote in Latin, and which
he afterwards himself translated into French; and, finally,
his Commentary on the Book of Joshua, which was the last
of his labours. He began it at this time, and brought it to
a close just before his death. :
The year 1564 was to him the commencement of per-
petual felicity, and to us of the greatest and best founded
grief. On the 6th of February, the asthma impeding his
utterance, he delivered his last sermon; and from that time,
with the exception of his being sometimes carried to the
meeting of the congregation, where he delivered a few sen-
tences, (tha last ocoasion was on the last day of March,) he
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entirely desisted from his office of preaching. His diseases,
the effect of incredible exertions of body and mind, were
various and complicated, as he himself states in a letter
which he addressed to the physicians of Montpelier. Be-
sides being naturally of a feeble and spare body, inclining
to consumption, he slept almost waking, and spent a great
part of the year in preaching, lecturing, and dictating. For
at least ten years he never dined, taking no food at all till
supper; so that it is wonderful he could have so long
escaped consumption. Being subject to kemicrania, for
‘which starvation was the only cure, he, in consequence,
sometimes abstained from food for thirty-six hours in suc-
cession. Partly also from overstraining his voice, and
partly from the immoderate use of aloes, a circumstance not
attended to till it was too late, he became afflicted with
ulcerated hazmorrhoids, and occasionally, for about five years
before his death, discharged considerable quantities of blood.
When the quartan fever left him, his right limb was seized
with gout; every now and then he had attacks of colic;
and, last of all, he was afflicted with the stone, though he
had never been aware of its existence till a few months
before his death. The physicians used what remedies they
could; and there was no man who attended more carefully
to the prescriptions of his physicians, except that in regard
to mental exertions he was most careless of his health, not’
even his headaches preventing him from taking his turn in
preaching. While oppressed with 8o many diseases, no man
ever heard him utter a word unbecoming a man of firmness,
far less unbecoming a Christian. Only raising his eyes to-
wards heaven, he would say, « O Lord, how long ;” for even
when he was in health this was an expression which he
often used in reference to the calamities of his brethren,
which night and day affected him much more than his own
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sufferings. We advising and entreating him that while sick
he should desist from all fatigue of dictating, or at least of
writing,—“ What,” he would say, “ would you have the
Lord to find me idle 7’

On the 10th of March, having gone to him in a body,
as we were wont to do, we found him dressed, and sitting
at his little table, where he usually wrote or meditated.
On seeing us, after he had remained silent for some time,
with his forehead leaning on one hand, as was his custom
in studying, he at length, with a voice now and then in-
terrupted, but with a bland and smiling countenance, says,
“ My dearest brethren, I feel much obliged to you for your
great anxiety on my account, and hope that in fifteen days
(it was the stated day for censure of manners) I will be
present for the last time at your meeting; for I think
that by that time the Lord will manifest what he has de-
termined to do with me, and that the result will be that he
is to take me to himself.”

Accordingly, on the 24th of same month, he was pre-
sent at the censures, as he had been wont to be; and
these having been quietly performed, he said that he
felt that the Lord had given him a short respite, and
taking a French New Testament into his hands, he read
some passages from the notes which are appended to it,
and asked the opinion of the brethren respecting them,
because he had undertaken to get them corrected. The
next day he felt worse, as if fatigued by the previous
day’s labour; but on the 27th, being conveyed to the
door of the senate-house, he went up, leaning on two at-
tendants, into the hall, and there having introduced a new
rector of the school, uncovered his head, and returned thanks
for the kindness he had received, and especially for the at-
tention which the Senate had shown him during this his
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last illness ; « for I feel,” says he, “ that I am now in this
place for the last time.” Having thus spoken, with falter-
ing voice, he took his leave, amidst sobs and tears. On
the 2d day of April, which was Easter day, although much
exhausted, he was carried to the church in a chair, and
was present during the whole service. He received the
Lord’s Supper from my hand, and sung the hymn along
with the others, though with tremulous voice, yet with a
look in which joy was not obscurely indicated on his dying
countenance.

On the 25th of April, he made his will in the follow-
ing terms :—

THE TESTAMENT OF JOHN CALVIN.

¢ In the name of God, Amen. On the 25th day of April,
in the year of our Lord 1564, I, Peter Chenalat, citizen
and notary of Geneva, witness and declare that I was
called upon by that admirable man, John Calvin, minister
of the Word of God in this church at Geneva, and a citizen
of the same State, who, being sick in body, but of sound
mind, told me that it was his intention to execute his testa-
ment, and explain the nature of his last will, and begged
me to receive it, and to write it down as he should rehearse
and dictate it with his tongue. This I declare that I im-
mediately did, writing down word for word as he was pleased
to dictate and rehearse ; and that I have in no respect added
to or subtracted from his words, but have followed the form
dictated by himself.

« In the name of the Lord, Amen. I, John Calvin,
minister of the Word of God in this church of Geneva,
being afflicted and oppressed with various diseases, which
easily induce me to believe that the Lord God has determined
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shortly to call me away out of this world, have resolved
to make my testament, and commit my last will to writing
in the manner following :—First of all, I give thanks to
God, that taking mercy on me, whom he had created and
placed in this world, he not only delivered me out of the
deep darkness of idolatry in which I was plunged, that he
might bring me into the light of his Gospel, and make me
a partaker in the doctrine of salvation, of which I was
most unworthy; and not only, with the same mercy and
benignity, kindly and graciously bore with my faults and my
gins, for which, however, I deserved to be rejected by him
and exterminated, but also vouchsafed me such clemency
and kindness that he has deigned to use my assistance in
preaching and promulgating the truth of his Gospel. And
I testify and declare, that it is my intention to spend what
yet remains of my life in the same faith and religion which
he has delivered to me by his Gospel; and that I have no
other defence or refuge for salvation than his gratuitous
adoption, on which alone my salvation depends. With my
whole soul I embrace the mercy which he has exercised
towards me through Jesus Christ, atoning for my sins
with the merits of his death and passion, that in this way
he might satisfy for all my crimes and faults, and blot them
from his remembrance. I testify also and declare, that I
suppliantly beg of Him that he may be pleased so to wash
and purify me in the blood which my Sovereign Redeemer
has shed for the sins of the human race, that under his
shadow I may be able to stand at the judgment-seat. I
likewise declare, that, according to the measure of grace
and goodness which the Lord hath employed towards me, I
have endeavoured, both in my sermons and also in my
writings and commentaries, to preach His Word purely and
chastely, and faithfully to interpret His sacred Scriptures.
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I also testify and declare, that, in all the contentions and dis-
putations in which I have been engaged with the enemies
of the Gospel, I have used no impostures, no wicked and
sophistical devices, but have acted candidly and sincerely
in defending the truth. But, woe is me! my ardour and
zeal (if indeed worthy of the name) have been so careless
and languid, that I confess I have failed innumerable times
to execute my office properly, and had not He, of His
boundless goodness, assisted me, all that zeal had been fleet-
ing and vain. Nay, I even acknowledge, that if the same
goodness had not assisted me, those mental endowments
which the Lord bestowed upon me would, at his judgment-
seat, prove me more and more guilty of sin and sloth. For
all these reasons, I testify and declare that I trust to no
other security for my salvation than this, and this only, viz.,
that as God is the Father of mercy, he will show himself
such a Father to me, who acknowledge myself to be a
miserable sinner. As to what remains, I wish that, after
my departure out of this life, my body be committed to the
earth, (after the form and manner which is used in this
church and city,) till the day of a happy resurrection arrive.
As to the slender patrimony which God has bestowed upon
me, and of which I have determined to dispose in this will
and testament, I appoint Anthony Calvin, my very dear
brother, my heir, but in the way of honour only, giving to
him for his own the silver cup which I received as a present
from Varanius, and with which I desire he will be contented.
Every thing else belonging to my succession I give him in
trust, begging he will at his death leave it to his children.
To the Boys’ School I bequeath out of my succession ten
gold pieces; as many to poor strangers; and as many to
Joanna, the daughter of Charles Constans, and myself by
affinity. To Samuel and John, the sons of my brother, 1 be-
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queath, to be paid by him at his death, each 400 gold pieces ;
and to Anna, and Susanna, and Dorothy, his daughters, each
300 gold pieces; to David, their brother, in reprehension of
his juvenile levity and petulance, I leave only 25 gold
pieces. This is the amount of the whole patrimony and
goods which the Lord has bestowed on me, as far as I can
estimate, setting a value both on my library and moveables,
and all my domestio utensils, and, generally, my whole means
and effects ; but should they produce alarger sum, I wish the
surplus to be divided proportionally among all the sons and
daughters of my brother, not excluding David, if, through
the goodness of God, he shall have returned to good beha~
viour. But should the whole exceed the above mentioned
sum, I believe it will be no great matter, especially after
my debts are paid, the doing of which I have care- -
fully committed to my said brother, having confidence in
his faith and good-will; for which reason I will and ap-
point him executor of this my testament, and along with~
him my distinguished friend, Lawrence Normand, giving
power to them to make out an inventory of my effects,
without being obliged to comply with the strict forms of
law. I empower them also to sell my moveables, that they
may turn them into money, and execute my will above
written, and explained and dictated by me, John Calvin, on
this 25th day of April, in the year 1564,”

“ After I, the foresaid notary, had written the ahove testa-
ment, the aforesaid John Calvin immediately confirmed it
with his usual subscription and handwriting, On the fol-
lowing day, which was the 26th day of April of same year,
the same distinguished man, Calvin, ordered me to be sent
for, and along with me, Theodore Beza, Raymund Chauvet,
Michael Cop, Lewis Enoch, Nicholas Colladon, and James
Bordese, ministers and preachers of the Word of God in
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this church of Geneva, and likewise the distinguished
Henry Scrimger, Professor of Arts, all citizens of Geneva,
and in presence of them all, testified and declared that
he had dictated to me this his testament in the form
above written; and, at the same time, he ordered me to
read it in their hearing, as having been called for that
purpose. This I declare I did articulately, and with clear
voice. And after it was so read, he testified and declared
that it was his last will, which he desired to be ratified. In
testimony and confirmation whereof, he requested them all
to subscribe said testament with their own hands. This
was immediately done by them, month and year above writ-
ten, at Geneva, in the street commonly called Canon
Street, and at the dwelling-place of said testator. In faith
and testimony of which I have written the foresaid testa-
ment, and subscribed it with my own hand, and sealed it
with the common seal of our supreme magistracy.
“ PETER CHENALAT.”

This testament being executed, he sent an intimation to
the four syndics, and all the senators, that, before his de-
parture out of life, he was desirous once more to address
them all in the senate-house, to which he hoped he might
be carried on the following day. The senators replied,
that they would rather come to him, and begged that he
would consider the state of his health. On the following
day, when the whole senate had come to him in a body,
after mutual salutations, and he had begged pardon for their
having come to him, when he ought rather to have gone
to them; first premising that he had long desired this
interview with them, but had put it off until he should
have a surer presentiment of his decease, he proceeded
thus :—
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“ Honoured Lords,—I thank you exceedingly for having
conferred so many honours on one who plainly deserved
nothing of the kind, and for baving so often borne patiently
with my very numerous infirmities. This I have always
regarded as the strongest proof of your singular good-will
toward me. And though in the discharge of my duty I
have had various battles to fight, and various insults to
endure, because to these every man, even the most excel-
lent, must be subjected, I know and acknowledge, that none
of these things happened through your fault; and I ear-
nestly entreat you, that if, in anything, I have not done as
I ought, you will attribute it to the want of ability rather
than of will; for I can truly declare that I have sincerely
studied the interest of your republic. Though I have not
discharged my duty fully, I have always, to the best of my
ability, consulted for the public good; and did I not ac-
knowledge that the Lord, on his part, hath sometimes made
my labours profitable, I should lay myself open to a charge
of dissimulation. But this I beg of you, again and again,
that you will be pleased to excuse me for having per-
formed so little in public and in private, compared with
what I ought to have done. I also certainly acknowledge,
that on another account also I am highly indebted to you,
viz., your having borne patiently with my vehemence, which
was sometimes carried to excess; my sins, in this respect, I
trust, have been pardoned by God also. But in regard to
the doctrine which I have delivered in your hearing, I de-
clare that the Word of God, entrusted to me, I have taught,
not rashly or uncertainly, but purely and sincerely ; as well
knowing that His wrath was otherwise impending on my
head, as I am certain that my labours in teaching were
not displeasing to Him. And this I testify the more will-
ingly before God, and before you all, because I have no
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doubt whatever that Satan, according to his wont, will stir
up wicked, fickle, and giddy men, to corrupt the pure doc-
trine which you have heard of me.”

Then referring to the great blessings with which the
Lord had favoured them, “ I,” says he, “ am the best wit-
ness from how many and how great dangers the hand of
Almighty God hath delivered you. You see, moreover,
what your present situation is. Therefore, whether in pro-
sperity or adversity, have this, I pray you, always present
before your eyes, that it is He alone who establishes kings
and states, and on that account wishes men to worship
him. Remember how David declared, that he had fallen
when he was in the enjoyment of profound peace, and
assuredly would never have risen again, had not God, in
his singular goodness, stretched out his hand to help him.
What then will be the case with such diminutive mortals as
we are, if it was so with him who was so strong and power-
ful? You have need of great humbleness of mind, that you
may walk carefully, setting God always before. you, and
leaning only on his protection; assured, as you have often
already experienced, that, by his assistance, you will stand
strong, although your safety and security hang, as it were,
by a slender thread. Therefore, if prosperity is given you,
beware, I pray you, of being puffed up as the wicked are,
and rather humbly give thanks to God. But if adversity
befalls you, and death surrounds you on every side, still
hope in Him who even raises the dead. Nay, consider
that you are then especially tried by God, that you may
learn more and more to have respect to Him only. But if
you are desirous that this republic may be preserved in
its strength, be particularly on your guard against allow-
ing the sacred throne on which he hath placed you to
be polluted. For He alone is the supreme God, the King
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of kings, and Lord of lerds, who will give honour to those
by whom He is honoured, but will cast down the despisers.
Worship Him, therefore, according to his precepts; and
study this more and more, for we are always very far from
doing what it is our duty to do. I know the disposition
and character of each of you, and I know that you need
exhortation. Even among those who excel, there is not
one who is not deficient in many things. Let every one
examine himself, and wherein he sees himself to be de-
fective, let him ask of the Lord. We see how much ini-
quity prevails in the counsels of this world. Some are
cold; others, negligent of the public good, give their whole
attention to their own affairs; others indulge their own pri-
vate affections; others use not the excellent gifts of God as
is meet ; others ostentatiously display themselves, and, from
overweening confidence, insist that all their opinions shall be
approved of by others. I admonish the old not to envy their
younger brethren, whom they may see adorned, by God’s
goodness, with some superior gifts. The younger, again, I
admonish to conduct themselves with modesty, keeping
far aloof from all haughtiness of mind. Let no one give dis-
turbance to his neighbour, but let every one shun deceit, and
all that bitterness of feeling which, in the administration of
the Republic, has led many away from the right path. These
things you will avoid, if each keeps within his own sphere,
and all conduct themselves with good faith in the depart-
ment which has been entrusted to them. In the decision
of civil causes let there be no place for partiality or hatred ;
let no one pervert justice by oblique artifices; let no one,
by his recommendations, prevent the laws from having full
effect; let no one depart from what is just and good.
Should any one feel tempted by some sinister affection, let
him firmly resist it, having respect to Him from whom he
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received his station, and supplicating the assistance of his
Holy Spirit. Finally, I again entreat you to pardon my
infirmities, which I acknowledge and confess before God
and his angels, and also before you, my much respected
Lords.” Having thus spoken, and prayed to Almighty God,
that he would crown them more and more with his gifts,
and guide them by his Holy Spirit, for the safety of the
whole Republic, giving his right hand to each, he left them
in sorrow and in tears, all feeling as if they were taking a
last farewell of their common parent.

On the 28th of April, when all of us in the ministry of
Geneva had gone to him at his request, he says, ¢ Brethren,
after I am dead, persist in this work, and be not dispirited ;
for the Lord will save this Republic and Church from the
threats of the enemy. Let dissension be far away from
you, and embrace each other with mutual love. Think again
and again what you owe to this Church in which the Lord
hath placed you, and let nothing induce you to quit it.
It will, indeed, be easy for some who are weary of it to
slink away, but they will find, to their experience, that the
Lord cannot be deceived. When I first came to this city,
the gospel was, indeed, preached, but matters were in the
greatest confusion, as if Christianity had consisted in no-
thing else than the throwing down of images; and there
were not a few wicked men from whom I suffered the
greatest indignities ; but the Lord our God so confirmed me,
who am by no means naturally bold, (I say what is true,)
that I succumbed to none of their attempts. I afterwards
returned thither from Strasburg in obedience to my call-
ing, but with an unwilling mind, because I thought I should
prove unfruitful. For not knowing what the Lord had
determined, I saw nothing before me but numbers of the
greatest difficulties. But proceeding in this work, I at
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length perceived that the Liord had truly blessed my labours.
Do you also persist in this vocation, and maintain the esta-
blished order; at the same time, make it your endeavour
to keep the people in obedience to the doctrine; for there
are some wicked and contumacious persons. Matters, as
you see, are tolerably settled. The more guilty, therefore,
will you be before God, if they go to wreck through your
indolence. But I declare, brethren, that I have lived with
you in the closest bonds of true and sincere affection, and
now, in like manner, part from you. But if, while under
this disease, you have experienced any degree of peevishness
from me, I beg your pardon, and heartily thank you, that
when I was siek, you have borne the burden imposed upon
you.” When he had thus spoken, he shook hands with
each of us. We, with most sorrowful hearts, and certainly
not unmoistened eyes, departed from him.

On the 11th of May, having learned by a letter from
Farel (Viret was farther distant) that the old man, now
in his eightieth year, and in feeble health, had determined
on making the journey to see him, he thus wrote him in
Latin:—¢ Farewell, my best and most right-hearted brother;
and since God is pleased that you should survive me in this
world, live mindful of our friendship, of which, as it was
useful to the Church of God, the fruit still awaits us in
heaven. I would not have you fatigue yourself on my ac-
count. I draw my breath with difficulty, and am daily
waiting till I altogether cease to breathe. It is enough that
to Christ I live and die; to his people he is gain in life
and in death. Farewell again, not forgetting the brethren.
At Geneva, 11th May 1564.” The good old man, however,
came to Geneva, and after seeing and conversing with him,
returned next day to Neufchatel.

The interval to his death he spent in almost constant
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prayer. His utterance, indeed, was much impeded, but
his eyes, which to the very last were clear and spark-
ling, he raised towards heaven with an expression of coun-
tenance on which the ardour of the suppliant was fully dis-
played. In his sufferings he often groaned like David,
“1 was silent, O Lord, because thou didst it;” and some-
times in the words from Isaiah, “ I did mourn like a dove.”
I have also heard him say, “ Thou, O Lord, bruisest me;
but it is enough for me that it is thy hand.” His door
must have remained open night and day, had all who
wished to show their duty to him been admitted. When
he saw that owing to his impeded utterance, which we
have mentioned, he could not address them, he asked each
one rather to pray for him than take any trouble about
visiting him. He also often hinted to me, though I was
aware that my presence was never disagreeable to him,
that I ought not to allow my regard for him to interfere
in the least with my avocations, so sparing was he of the
time which required to be devoted to the Church, and so ex-
ceedingly careful not to be at all burdensome to his friends.
In this way, resigned in himself, and consoling his
friends, he lived till the 19th of May, on which day we
ministers were wont to . have our privy censures, and to
dine together as a mark of our friendship; Pentecost
and the dispensation of the Lord’s Supper being to follow
two days after. On that day, therefore, when he had
allowed us to have a common supper prepared beside him-
self, and having, as it were, collected his strength, had been
conveyed from his bed to the adjoining room, he says, «I
come to you, brethren, for the last time. I am never again
to sit at table.” This was a very sad commencement to
our supper. He, however, offered up a prayer, and took
a little food, conversing cheerfully as might be when we
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were at table. Before supper was completely finished, he
called to be removed into the adjoining chamber, and
addressing us with a smiling countensance, says, “The in-
tervening wall, though it make me absent in body, will not
prevent me from being present with you in spirit.”

The event was as he had predicted. From that day he
never rose from his bed. There was very little change
on his countenance, but his whole body was so emaciated
that nothing seemed left but the spitit. On the day of his
departure, viz., the 27th of May, he seemed to be stronger,
and to speak with less difficulty. But it was nature’s last
effort, for in the evening, about eight o’clock, symptoms of
approaching death suddenly appeared. I had just left him a
little before, and on receiving intimation from the servants,
immediately hastened to him with one of the brethren. We
found he had already died, and so very calmly, without any
convulsion of his feet or hands, that he did not even fetch
a deeper sigh. He had remained perfectly sensible, and was
not entirely deprived of utterance to his very last breath.
Indeed, he looked much more like one sleeping than dead.
On that day, then, at the same time with the setting sun,
this splendid luminary was withdrawn from us.

That night and the following day there was a general
lamentation throughout the city—the whole State regret-
ting its wisest citizen—the Church deploring the depar-
ture of its faithful pastor—the academy grieving at be-
ing deprived of so great a teacher, and all lamenting the
loss of one who was, under God, a common parent and
comforter. Many citizens were eager to see the body,
and could scarcely be torn away from it. Some foreigners
also, who had come from a distance to see and hear him,
among them the illustrious ambassador of the Queen of
England to the court of France, were anxious to have a
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look of his corpse. At first admission was given; but as
the curiosity became excessive, and might have given oc-
casion to calumny, it was thought advisable, on the follow-
ing day, which was the Lord’s Day, to wrap the body in
linen, in the usual manner, and inclose it in its coffin. Two
days after, the funeral took place, attended by the senators,
pastors, and professors, and almost the whole city, many
shedding tears. He was buried in the common cemetery
of Plein Palais, with no extraordinary pomp, and, as he
had commanded, without any grave-stone. This suggested
to me the following stanzas : —

Roma ruentis terror ille maximus,

Quem mortuum lugent boni, horrescunt mali.
Ipsa & quo potuit virtutem discere virtus,
Cur adeo exiguo ignotoque in cespite clausus
Calvinus lateat, rogas ?

Calvinum assidue comitata modestia vivum
Hoc tumulo manibus condidit ipsa suis.

O te beatum cespitem tanto hospite !

O cui invidere cuncta possint marmora !

He lived 54 years, 10 months, 17 days, the half of which
he spent in the ministry. He was of moderate stature, of a
pale and dark complexion, with eyes that sparkled to the
moment of his death, and bespoke his great intellect. In
dress he was neither over careful nor mean, but such as
became his singular modesty. In diet he was temperate,
being equally averse to sordidness and luxury. He was
most sparing in the quantities of his food, and for many years
took only one meal a-day, on account of the weakness of his
stomach. He took little sleep, and had such an astonishing
memory, that any person whom he had once seen he in-
stantly recognised at the distance of years, and when, in

the course of dictating, he happened to be interrupted for
9
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several hours, as often happened, as soon as he returned he
commenced at once to dictate where he had left of. What-
ever he required to know for the performance of his duty,
though involved in a multiplicity of other affairs, he never
forgot. On whatever subject he was consulted, his judgment
was 80 clear and correct, that he often seemed almost to
prophesy ; nor do I recollect of any person having been led
into error in consequence of following his advice. He de-
spised mere eloquence, and was sparing in the use of words,
but he was by no means a careless writer. No theologian of
this period (I do not speak invidiously) wrote more purely,
weightily, and judiciously, though he wrote more than any
individual either in our recollection or that of our fathers.
For, by the hard studies of his youth, and a certain acute-
ness of judgment, confirmed by practice in dictating, he was
never at a loss for an appropriate and weighty expression,
and wrote very much as he spoke. In the doctrine which
he delivered at the first, he persisted steadily to the last,
scarcely making any change. Of few theologians within
our recollection can the same thing be affirmed. With re-
gard to his manners, although nature had formed him for
gravity, yet, in the common intercourse of life, there was no
man who was more pleasant. In bearing with infirmities
he was remarkably prudent; never either putting weak
brethren to the blush, or terrifying them by unseasonable
rebuke, yet never conniving at or flattering their faults. Of
adulation, dissimulation, and dishonesty, especially where re-
ligion was concerned, he was as determined and severe an
enemy as he was a lover of truth, simplicity, and candour.
Ie was naturally of a keen temper, and this had been in-
creased by the very laborious life which he had led. But
the Spirit of the Lord had so taught him to command his
anger, that no word was heard to proceed from him unbe-
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coming a good man. Still less did he ever allow his passion
to proceed to extremes. Nor was he easily moved, unless
when religion was at stake, though he had to do with men
of a petulant and obstinate temper.

That one endowed with so great and so many virtues
should have had numerous enemies, both at home and
abroad, will astonish no one who has read even the account
which profane history gives of men who were distinguished
by their love of virtue. Little ground is there for wondering
that one who was both a most powerful defender of sound

" doctrine, and an example of purity of life, should have been
bitterly assailed. The thing to be wondered at rather is,
that a single man, as if he had been a kind of Christian
Hercules, should have been able to subdue so many monsters,
and this by that mightiest of all clubs, the Word of God.
Wherefore, as many adversaries as Satan stirred up against
him, (for his enemies were always those who had declared
war against piety and honesty,) 8o many trophies did the
Lord bestow upon his servant. Some of those enemies give
out that Calvin was a heretic, as if this were not the very
name under which Christ was condemned, and that, too, by
priests. He was expelled from Geneva! True; but he was
also recalled. What, I ask, happened to the Apostles, what
to Athanasius, what to Chrysostom? Other charges are
brought against him, but of what kind ? He was ambitious,
forsooth, nay, he even aspired. to a new popedom—he who,
above all things, preferred this mode of life, this republic, in
fine, this Church, which I may with truth describe as the
abode of poverty. But he was a hoarder of wealth | —he,
whose whole effects, including the proceeds of his library
which was well sold, scarcely amounted to 300 gold pieces
Hence, when refuting this impudent calumny, he observed, not
less shrewdly than truly, ¢ If some will not be persuaded while
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I am alive, my death, at all events, will show that I have
not been a money-making man.” The Senate can testify
that though his stipend was very small, yet he firmly re-
fused any increase. Others make it a charge against him,
that his brother, Anthony Calvin, divorced his first wife for
adultery. What would they say, if he had continued to
keep the adulteress? But if such misconduct is to be turned
against him, what will become of the family of Jacob, and
David, and the Son of God himself, who declared, that one
of his twelve was a devil? As to indulgence in delicacies
and luxury, let his labours bear witness. But then some
are not ashamed to say and to write, that he reigned at
Geneva, both in church and state, so as to supplant the or-
dinary tribunals. Others also give out that he procured a
living man, and, in presence of the whole people, called him
up as if he had been bringing a dead body to life,—a lie
just as vile as if they had said he was the Pope at Rome.
And yet Claudius Sponse, that rhapsodist of Sorbonne, has
dared to repeat it in his most slanderous book. For what
would these people be ashamed to say? No refutation is
required by those who knew this great man when he was
alive, nor by posterity, who will judge him by his works.

Having been a spectator of his conduct for sixteen years,
I have given a faithful account both of his life and of his
death, and I can now declare, that in him all men may see
a most beautiful example of the Christian character, an
example which it is as easy to slander as it is difficult to
imitate.
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SADOLET'S LETTER

TO

THE SENATE AND PEOPLE OF GENEVA.

JAMES SADOLET, BISHOP OF THE HOLY ROMAN CHURCH AT
CARPENTRAS, CARDINAL, PRESBYTER OF THE ORDER OF
8T CALIXTUS, TO HIS DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN, THE
MAGISTRATES, SENATE, AND CITIZENS OF GENEVA.

VERY DEAR BRETHREN IN CHRIST,—Peace to you and
with us, that is, with the Catholic Church, the mother of all,
both us and you, love and concord from God, the Father
Almighty, and from his only Son Jesus Christ, our Lord,
together with the Holy Spirit, perfect Unity in Trinity; to
whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

I presume, very dear brethren, it is known to some of you
that I am now residing at Carpentras, having come from Nice,
to which I had attended the Supreme Pontiff, on his journey
from Rome, to mediate between the Kings. For I love this
Church and city, which it has pleased God to make my
spiritual spouse and country ; this my people here I embrace
with truly parental affection, and am most reluctant to be
separated from them. But should the honour of the Cardi-
nalship, which was bestowed upon me unexpectedly, and
without my knowledge, oblige me to return to Rome, (as it
certainly will,) that I may there serve in the vocation with
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which God hath called me, it will not withdraw my thoughts
and my love from a people who will always remain seated in
my inmost heart. Being then at Carpentras, and daily hear-
ing many things of you which excited partly my grief, and
partly, too, some hope, leading me not to despond, that you
and I, who were formerly in true religion of one mind to-
wards God, might, by the same God looking more benignly
upon us, return to the same cordial agreement, it seemed
good to the Holy Spirit and to me, (for so Scripture speak-
eth, and assuredly whatsoever things are done with an up-
right and pious mind toward God, are all of the Holy Spirit ;)
it seemed good to me, I say, to write somewhat to you, and
declare to you by letter the care and solicitude of mind
which I feel for you. For, dearest brethren, this my affec-
tion and good-will towards you is mot new, but ever since
the time when, by the will of God, I became Bishop of Car-
pentras, almost twenty-three years ago, and in consequence
of the frequent intercourse between you and my people, had,
though absent, learned much of you and your manners, even
then began I to love your noble city, the order and form of
your republic, the worth of its citizens, and, in particular,
that quality lauded and experienced by all, your hospitality to
strangers and foreigners; and since vicinity often tends in no
small degree to beget love, 8o, in a city, contiguous houses, as
well as in the world, adjacent provinces lead to regard among
neighbours.  Before this time, indeed, you happen not to
have derived any benefit from this my affection for you,
or to have had any sign and indication of it. You never
needed my aid, which assuredly would have been most readily
given, but hitherto no occasion presented itself to us.

Now, however, of a truth, not only has an opportunity oc-
curred, but necessity is laid upon me to demonstrate in what
way I feel affected towards you, if I would maintain my fide-
lity towards Almighty God, and Christian charity towards
my neighbour. For, after it was brought to my ears that cer-
tain crafty men, enemies of Christian unity and peace, had in
like manner, as they had previously done in some towns and
villages of the brave Helvetii, cast among you, and in your
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city, the wicked seeds of discord, had turned the faithful
people of Christ aside from the way of their fathers and
ancestors, and from the perpetual sentiments of the Ca-
tholic Church, and filled all places with strife and sedition,
(such is always the appropriate course of those who seek
new power and new honours for themselves, by assailing
the authority of the Church,) I declare before Almighty
God, who is always present beholding my inmost thoughts,
that I was exceedingly grieved and affected with a kind
of double pity, when, on the one hand, methought I heard
the groans of the Church our mother, weeping and la-
menting at being deprived at once of so many and so dear
children; and, on the other, dearest brethren, I was con-
cerned at your losses and dangers. For well knew I, that
such innovators on things ancient and well established, such
disturbances, such dissensions, were not only pestiferous to
the souls of men, (which, however, is the greatest of all
evils,) but pernicious also to private and public affairs. This
you have had the means of learning for yourselves, being in-
structed by the event. What then? Since my love towards
you, and my piety to God, compel me, as a brother to brethren,
and friend to friends, freely to lay before you the inmost feel-
ings of my mind, I would earnestly entreat you, that that
goodness which you are always wont to evince, you would
show to me, on the present occasion, by receiving and read-
ing my letter not grudgingly. For I hope, that if you will
only be pleased to attend impartially to what I write, you
will in no small measure approve, if not of my advice, at least
of an intention, certainly pure and simple, and above all things,
desirous of your salvation, and perceive, that I am seeking
not my own, but your good and advantage.

I will not, however, begin with subtle and puzzling dis-
putations, which St Paul styles philosophy, warning be-
lievers in Christ to guard against being deceived by it, and
by which those men have misled you, when, among the un-
wary, they boasted of certain hidden interpretations of
Scripture, dignifying their fraud and malice with the noble,
indeed, but false and inappropriate, name of learning and
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wisdom. I will et forth things which are bright and clear,
and which have in them no hiding-place of error, no winding
of fraud and fallacy ; such, indeed, truth always is. For it
both shines in darkmess, and is perspicuous to every man,
and is most easily perceived alike by learned and unlearned,
and especially in matters of Christian doctrines, rests not
on syllogisms, or quibbles on words, but on humility, re-
verence, and obedience toward God. For the word of God
is quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing even to the joinings of soul and spirit, to the
inmost parts of the joints and marrow, not ensnaring souls
by perplexing argument, but by the interposition of a cer-
tain heavenly affection of the heart, making itself plain and
patent to our minds, so that to understand it, it is not so
much human reason, as God, who calls us to Himself, and
worketh in us. To Him, the Father of all true intelligence,
I humbly pray that He would, of His goodness, give such
asgistance to me in speaking, and to you in perceiving, as
may again unite us to Himself in one heart and one mind.
And that we may begin with what we deem most season-
able, I presume, dearest brethren, that both you and I, and
all else besides who have put their faith and hope in Christ,
do, and have done so, for this one reason, viz., that they may
obtain salvation for themselves and their souls—not a salva-
tion which is mortal, and will quickly perish, but one which
is ever during and immortal, which is truly attainable only in
heayen, and by no means on earth. Our task, accordingly, is
thus divided—having first laid the foundation of faith, we
must thereafter labour here in order that we may rest yonder;
we must cast seed into the earth, that we may afterwards
be able to reap in heaven; and in whatever works, or what-
ever studies we have exercised ourselves here, may ulti-
mately obtain similar and fit fruits of our works and la-
bours in another life. And since the way of Christ is
arduous, and the method of leading a life conformable
to His laws and precepts very difficult, (because we are
enjoined to withdraw our minds from the contamination
of earthly pleasures, and fix them on this one object—to
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despise the present good which we have in our hands, and as-
pire to the future, which we see not,) still of such value to
each one of us is the salvation of himself and of his soul,
that we must bring our minds to decline nothing, however
harsh, and endure everything, however laborious, that, set-
ting before ourselves the one hope of our salvation, we may
at length, through many toils and anxieties, (the clemency
and mercy of God always taking precedence of our doings,)
attain to that stable and ever-during salvation.

For this hope, Christ, the herald of the true God, was
once received by the world with such universal consent and
eagerness; for this reason he is adored and worshipped by
us, and truly acknowledged to be God, and the Son of the
true God ; because, when the minds of men were dead to
Almighty God, in whom alone is life, and after living for a
little time to the deceitful and fading pleasures of the world,
were forthwith doomed utterly, and in every part of their
nature, to destruction, He alone, ever since the world began,
awoke them from the dead, that is, from this most fatal kind
of death, and first himself, choosing to be himself our salvation
and deliverance and truth, by submitting to death in the flesh,
and shortly after resuming a life no longer mortal, taught
and instructed us, by his own example, how, by a way very
different from that to which we had been previously accus-
tomed, we should die to this world and the flesh, and live
thereafter to God, placing in him our hopes of living well and
happily for ever. This is our proper resurrection from the
dead,—a resurrection truly worthy of the glory and majesty
of God Almighty, and by which not one man or two, but the
whole human race, are brought back from a dismal and fatal
death of the soul to the same soul’s true and heavenly life.
Paul, setting this kind of resurrection before himself, and be-
holding in it the greatest sign and proof of the divinity of
Christ, says, “ I was separated unto the gospel of God, which
he had promised by the Prophets in the Holy Scriptures con-
cerning his Son, begotten, indeed, of the seed of David ac-
cording to the flesh, but determined and declared to be the

Son of God in power by the Spirit of holiness ;” that is, by
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epiritual power, which is the proper power of God, because
God does his miracles not by body, but by spirit. For his
commanding the winds, and by a word restoring sight to the
blind, and raising the dead, were done by a power not corpo-
real but spiritual, which is also divine. Therefore, Christ was
declared the Son of God by this spiritual power, which alone
is divine, and also, as Paul subjoins, by the resurrection from
the dead—not so much that resurrection by which he raised
Lazarus, or the widow’s son, or the ruler of the synagogue’s
daughter, (although these, too, were works of God,) as that
by which he delivered Mary Magdalene from seven devils,
called Matthew from the receipt of custom, and raised many
from an earthly and perishing life ; in short, raised the whole
human race from sin, and the death of sin, and the power of
the darkness of this world, to aspire to, and hope for, light
and a celestial relationship—raised up the minds of men
when immersed in the mire of earth, and elevated them to
heaven. And this greatest benefit of Jesus Christ towards
us, and principal proof therein of his divinity, was both in-
stituted by God in the mission of the Son, and undertaken
by the Son himself, and by him given in its own time, and
bestowed upon us, that we, being aided in Christ alone, with
all divine and human counsels, helps, and virtues, might pre-
sent our souls to God in safety. So high is the excellence,
so remarkable the price, so great the worth of this thing,
viz., the soul of man, that, in order to its not being lost, but
gained both to God himself and to us, the laws of universal
nature having been utterly disturbed, and the order of things
changed, God descended to the earth, that he might become
man, and man was raised to heaven, that he might be a God.

‘We all, therefore, (as I said,) believe in Christ in order that
we may find salvation for our souls, i.e., life for ourselves:
than this there can be nothing more earnestly to be de-
sired, no blessing more internal, more close and familiar to
us. For, in proportion to the love which each man bears
to himself, is his salvation dear to him; if it be neglected
and cast away, what prize, pray, of equal value can pos-
sibly be acquired? What will a man give in exchange for
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his soul ? saith the Lord; or what will it profit a man should
he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? This pos-
session, therefore, so large, so dear, so precious to every
man as is his soul, we must use every effort to retain ; since
all the other blessings which we desire are external, and
alien to us, this one good of a preserved soul is not only ours,
but truly we ourselves are that very good. He who has ne-
glected and lost it will not be able to have any other good
which he can enjoy, the very being who ought to enjoy it
having already lost himself.

Moreover, we obtain this blessing of complete and per-
petual salvation by faith alone in God and in Jesus Christ.
‘When I say by faith alone, I do not mean, as those inventors
of novelties do, a mere credulity and confidence in God, by
which, to the seclusion of charity and the other duties of a
Christian mind, I am persuaded that in the cross and blood
of Christ all my faults are unknown; this, indeed, is neces-
gary, and forms the first access which we have to God, but
it is not enough. For we must also bring a mind full of
piety towards Almighty God, and desirous of performing
whatever is agreeable to him; in this, especially, the power
of the Holy Spirit resides. This mind, though sometimes
it proceeds not to external acts, is, however, inwardly pre-
pared of itself for well-doing, and shows a prompt desire to
obey God in all things, and this in us is the true habit of
divine justice. For what else does this name of justice sig-
nify, or what other meaning and idea does it present to us, if
regard is not had in it to good works? For Scripture says,
that “God sent his Son to prepare a people acceptable to
himself, zealous of good works;” and in another place it says,
that we may be built up in Christ unto good works. If,
then, Christ was sent that we, by well-doing, may, through
him, be accepted of God, and that we may be built up in him
unto good works ; surely the faith which we have in God
through Jesus Christ not only enjoins and commands us to
confide in Christ, but to confide, working or resolved to work
well in him. For faith is a term of full and ample significa-
tion, and not only includes in it credulity and confidence, but
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also the hope and desire of obeying God, together with love,
the head and mistress of all the virtues, as has been most
clearly manifested to us in Christ, in which love the Holy
Spirit properly and peculiarly resides, or rather himself is
love, since God is love. Wherefore, as without the Holy
Spirit, so also without love, nought of ours is pleasing and
acceptable to God. When we say, then, that we can be
saved by faith alone in God and Jesus Christ, we hold that
in this very faith love is essentially comprehended as the
chief and primary cause of our salvation.

But to leave off disputation, and return to where we left;
we have shown you, dearest brethren, or, rather, attempted
to show, (for our discourse is not equal to the magnitude
of the subject,) how important it is, how deeply it concerns
us to secure our soul and its salvation, because our soul
is our whole selves, is properly our good and only good,
while all other goods are foreign to us, and disjoined from
us, and cannot in any degree be enjoyed, if we fail of obtain-
ing this, which is first and truly ours. In order to defend
and preserve the interest of their souls, so many most glo-
rious martyrs of Christ in former times have cheerfully laid
down this mortal life ; so many most holy doctors have made
it their business to toil and watch, day and night, that they
might lead us into the right way, and establish us in it;
the whole Church once endured so many and so grievous
injuries and calamities from impious tyrants and governors.
All these things, accordingly, were permitted by Almighty
God, and were undertaken, endured, and warred by those
brave men, true worshippers of Christ, that the Church
being, by means of every kind of experiment and trial,
beaten, as it were, with numbers of hammers, purified with
much fire, heated, melted, consolidated, and worked into
shape by so many toils and labours of saints, might for her
fidelity obtain the highest favour with God, and the greatest
authority among men. This Church hath regenerated us to
God in Christ, hath nourished and confirmed us, instructed
us what to think, what to believe, wherein to place our hope,
and also taught us by what way we must tend towards
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heaven. We walk in this common faith of the Church, we
retain her laws and precepts. And if, at any time, over-
come by frailty and inconstancy, we lapse into sin, (would
that this happened to us rarely at least, and not too often,)
we, however, rise again in the same faith of the Church ; and
by whatever expiations, penances, and satisfactions, she tells
us that our sin is washed away, and we (always by the grace
and mercy of God) restored to our former integrity, these
methods of expiation and satisfaction we have recourse to
and employ—trusting, when we do so, to find a place of
mercy and pardon with God. For we do not arrogate to
ourselves anything beyond the opinion and authority of the
Church ; we do not .persuade ourselves that we are wise
above what we ought to be; we do not show our pride in
contemning the decrees of the Church; we do not make a
display among the people of towering intellect or ingemuity,
or some new wisdom; but (I speak of true and honest
Christians) we proceed in humility and in obedience, and the
things delivered to us, and fixed by the authority of our an-
cestors, (men of the greatest wisdom and holiness,) we receive
with all faith, as truly dictated and enjoined by the Holy
Spirit.

For we know and are assured how great power, how great
importance, how great weight, humility has with God—
humility, a virtue peculiarly Christian, which Christ our
Lord always brought particularly forward in his admonitions
and precepts, and acts and miracles, declaring, that for little
ones only, that is, the humble, the kingdom of heaven is pre-
pared. For it makes no difference whether we be small or
great in stature, but it makes the greatest difference whether
we be of a humble or of a haughty mind. The same pride
which cast down the angels from heaven impedes men in
their journey towards heaven. To that place, whence the
angel, a heavenly creature, was expelled because of pride, man,
a creature of the earth, is exalted, because of humility, mak-
ing it plainly appear that humility constitutes both the chief
help to our eternal salvation, and the chief support of that
sweet and blessed hope with which we tend heavenwards.
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Since these things are so, dearest brethren, since our salva-
tion, since true life, since eternal felicity, since ourselves, in
short, ought to be, in the first place, and above all things,
dear to us, since, if we lose ourselves, we shall never more
find anything that is truly ours, that is, to delight or belong
to us, since no heavier loss, no more fatal evil, no more dread-
ful calamity, can befall us, than the loss and perdition of our
souls, with how great zeal, I ask, with what care and anxiety
of mind, ought we to guard against exposing our life and
salvation to this great danger? You will surely grant and
concede to me, that nothing more pernicious and fearful can
happen to any one than the loss of his soul. I presume you
will therefore grant also that there is no event, against the
occurrence of which we ought to guard with greater zeal and
diligence. For, when an evil, if it befalls us, is the worst of
all evils, the danger of that evil ought to be dreaded by us
as the most fearful of all dangers. The greater the extent of
the evil, the greater must be our fear when exposed to it.
And as those who fear and shudder at being precipitated
into the sea, do not even venture to approach any steep rock
hanging over the sea, so those who tremble at the dreadful
condemnatory sentence of God, flee above all things from
the danger which comes nearest and closest to that eternal
misery. Nor do I here at this time maintain that all do not
gin, and that as long as we are in this life, we are not all of
us in danger, (plainly we are so; we all go astray, and
stumble, and fall, sometimes oftener, sometimes more seldom,
as each possesses in himself, and from God, the virtue of self-
restraint ;) nevertheless,. other sins, those especially which are
done and committed not of fixed purpose, but through frail-
ty, have an easy return to the mercy of Almighty God ; but
that horrid and dreadful sin, by which depraved worship is
offered to God, who ought to be most purely worshipped,
and by which false things are thought of Him, the Supreme
and only Truth, this, this, I say, is a sin which not only
places usin the most immediate peril of eternal death, but also
leaves us almost without hope and endeavour to turn aside
and shun the peril. For, in our other sins, which are like
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the billows of life, the anchor of our ship is still safe to keep
us from rocks and shipwreck, because we turn our thoughts
from time to time towards God, and, stung with compunction
for sin, we, with silent groans, and with confession of our
iniquity, implore his mercy. And He, as He is full of good-
ness and clemency, is instantly inclined to pardon, and, after
the manner of an affectionate parent, listens appeased to
the prayer of his children. But, in this deep and dreadful
sin of preposterous and false religion, we no longer leave
to ourselves either God or anchor. Wherefore, dearest
brethren, if we would be safe, this danger, in particular, we
must most carefully and studiously shun.

It may here be said, that since, in regard to what constitutes
corrupt or genuine religion, judgments vary ; and the opinions
of men, especially at this time, are different, one interpreting
in this way, and another in that, it would seem to be enough
if any one, with sincere mind, adopts the belief which is first
presented to him, and submits his own judgment to the judg-
ment of those better skilled and learned than himself. I ad-
mit, dearest brethren, that these are the words of simple men,
and of men who are by nature of duller intellect ; (those
who twist and turn them aside from the right path have the
greater sin;) for this language is not suited to the wise and
wary.. Butlet me now, for the time, admit that these things
are uncertain to all, both learned and unlearned, (though it
is far otherwise, for the Catholic Church has a certain rule
by which to discriminate between truth and falsehood ;)
however, let us grant that they are doubtful ; since the point
in question is jeopardy to our salvation ; since we set the
- highest value upon our souls, i.e., ourselves; and since it is
not our fortune or our health, or even our body and this
mortal life, which are at stake, (the loss of all which, brave
men have often suffered with constancy for Christ and
their soul,) but the point to be decided is, whether we are
to live eternally most miserable, or most blessed—it behoves
us to look round, consider and diligently weigh how we
may establish ourselves, (I speak of the thing as doubtful,
though, however, it is not ;) how, I say, we may stand, where



14 CARDINAL SADOLET’S LETTER TO THE

the least fear and danger, and the greatest hope and security
appear.

No man, I believe, will deny me this much, that in a mat-
ter dubious and uncertain, (one, especially, where the whole
of life and salvation is concerned,) we ought rather to adopt
and follow the counsel which reason gives, than that which
fortuitous rashness casts in our way. Let us see then in
which party, and in which sect, there is the greatest danger
of removing farther from God, and moving nearer to endless
destruction. This point I will treat and expound, as if 1
saw you still deliberating and not yet certain, whose wishes
you ought in preference to follow, or in whose counsels
confide.

The point in dispute is, Whether is it more expedient for
your salvation, and whether you think you will do what
is more pleasing to God, by believing and following what
the Catholic Church throughout the whole world, now for
more than fifteen hundred years, or (if we require clear and
certain recorded notice of the facts) for more than thirteen
hundred years, approves with general consent ; or innova-
tions introduced within these twenty-five years, by crafty, or,
as they think themselves, acute men; but men certainly who
are not themselves the Catholic Church? For, to define it
briefly, the Catholic Church is that which in all parts, as
well as at the present time, in every region of the world,
united and consenting in Christ, has been always and every-
where directed by the one Spirit of Christ; in which
Church no dissension can exist; for all its parts are con-
nected with each other, and breathe together: But should
any dissension and strife arise, the great body of the Church
indeed remains the same, but an abscess is formed, by which
some corrupted flesh being torn off, is separated from the
spirit which animates the body, and no longer belongs in
substance to the body Ecclesiastic. I will not here descend
to the discussion of single points, or load your ears with a
multitude of words and arguments. I will say nothing of
the Eucharist, in which we worship the most true body of
Christ. Those men, little aware how, in each kind of
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learning, it is necessary to employ reasons and arguments,
endeavour, by means of reasons, which are inapplicable, and
drawn from dialectics and vain philosophy, to enclose the
very Lord of the universe, and his divine and spiritual
power therein, (which is altogether free and infinite,) within
the corners of a corporeal nature, circumscribed by its own
boundaries. Nor will I speak of confession of sins to a
priest, in which confession, that which forms the strongest
foundation of our safety, viz., true Christian humility, has
both been demonstrated by Scripture, and established and
enjoined by the Church; this humility these men have stu-
died calumniously to evade, and presumptuously to cast
away. Nor will I say anything either of the prayers of the
saints to God for us, or of ours for the dead, though I would
fain know what these same men would be at when they de-
spise and deride them. Can they possibly imagine that the
soul perishes along with its body ? This they certainly seem
to insinuate, and they do it still more openly when they
strive to procure for themselves a liberty of conduct set loose
from all ecclesiastical laws, and a license for their lusts.
For, if the soul is mortal, Let us eat and drink, says the
Apostle, for to-morrow we die ; but if it is immortal, as it
certainly is, how, I ask, has the death of the body made so
great and so sudden a disruption, that the souls of the dead
have no congruity, in any respect, no communion with those
of the living, and have forgotten all their relationship to us and
common human society ? and this, especially, while charity,
which is the principal gift of the Holy Spirit to a Christian
soul, which is ever kind, ever fruitful, and which, in him who
has it, never exists to no purpose, must always remain safe
and operative in both lives.

But to leave off controversies, and reserve them for their
own time, let us discuss what was first proposed—let us
inquire and see which of the two is more conducive to our
advantage, which is better in itself, and better fitted to
obtain the favour of Almighty God, whether to accord with
the whole Church, and faithfully observe her decrees, and
laws, and sacraments, or to assent to men seeking dissension
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and novelty. This is the place, dearest brethren, this the
highway where the road breaks off in two directions, the
one of which leads us to life, and the other to everlasting
death. On this discrimination and choice, the salvation of
every man’s soul, the pledges of future life, are at stake—
whether is our lot to be one of eternal felicity, or of infinite
misery ? What, then, shall we say ? Let us here suppose
two persons, one of each class, that is, from each road,
let them be placed before the dread tribunal of the Sove-
reign Judge, and there let their case be examined and
weighed, in order to ascertain whether a condemnatory or a
saving sentence can justly be pronounced. They will be in-
terrogated whether they were Christians. Both will say
that they were. Whether they properly believed in Christ ?
Both will, in like manner, answer yea. But when they will
be examined as to what they believed, and how they be-
lieved, (for this investigation, respecting right faith, precedes
that concerning life and character,) when a confession of
right faith will be exacted of them ; he who was educated in
the lap and discipline of the Catholic Church will say :—

% Having been instructed by my parents, who had learned
it from their fathers and forefathers, that I should, in all
things, be obedient to the Catholic Church, and revere and ob-
serve its laws, admonitions, and decrees, as if Thou, Thyself,
O Lord, hadst made them, and perceiving that almost all
who bore the Christian name and title in our days, and be-
fore it, and followed thy standards far and wide over the
world, were and had been of the same opinion, all of them
acknowledging and venerating this very Church, as the
mother of their faith, and regarding it as a kind of sacrilege
to depart from her precepts and constitution, I studied to ap-
prove myself to Thee by the same faith which the Catholic
Church keeps and inculcates. And though new men had
come with the Scripture much in their mouths and hands,
who attempted to stir some novelties, to pull down what was
ancient, to argue against the Church, to snatch away and
wrest from us the obedience which we all yielded to it, I was
still desirous to adhere firmly to that which had been de-
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livered to me by my parents, and observed from antiquity,
with the consent of most holy and most learned Fathers;
and although the actual manners of many prelates and eccle-
siastics were such as might move my indignation, I did not,
therefore, abandon my sentiments. For I concluded, that it
was my duty to obey their precepts, which were certainly
holy, as Thou, God, hadst commanded in Thy Gospel, while
Thou behovedst to be the only Judge of their life and ac-
tions ; and, especially, since I was myself stained by the
many sins which were manifest to Thee on my forehead, I
could not be a fit judge of others. For these sins, I now
stand before Thy tribunal, imploring not strict justice, O
Lord, but rather Thy mercy and readiness to forgive.”

Thus will this one plead his cause.

The other will be summoned, and will appear. He will be
commanded to speak. Supposing him to be one of those
who are, or have been, the authors of dissension, he will thus
begin his oration :—

“ Almighty God, when I beheld the manners of ecclesi-
astics almost every where corrupt, and saw the priests,
nevertheless, from a regard to religion, universally hon-
oured, offended at their wealth, a just indignation, as I
consider it, inflamed my mind, and made me their oppon-
ent; and when I beheld myself, after having devoted so
many years to literature and theology, without that place
in the Church which my labours had merited, while I saw
many unworthy persons exalted to honours and priestly
offices, I betook myself to the assailing of those who I
thought were by no means pleasing and acceptable to
Thee. And because I could not destroy their power with-
out first trampling on the laws enacted by the Church,
I induced a great part of the people to contemn those
rights of the Church which had long before been ratified
and inviolate. If these had been decreed in General
Councils, I said we were not to yield to the authority of
Councils; if they had been instituted by ancient Fathers
and Doctors, I accuscd the old Fathers as unskilful and
devoid of sound understanding; if by Roman Pontiffs, 1

B
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affirmed that they had raised up a tyranny for themselves,
and falsely assumed the name of Vicegerents of Christ:
by all means, in short, I contended that all of us, thy wor-
shippers, should shake off the tyrannical yoke of the
Church, which sometimes forbids meats, which observes
days, which will have us to confess our sins to priests,
which orders vows to be performed, and which binds
with so many chains of bondage men made free, O Christ,
in Thee ; and that we should trust to faith alone, and
‘not also to good works, (which are particularly extolled
and proclaimed in the Church,) to procure us righteousness
and salvation—seeing, especially, that thou hadst paid the
penalty for us, and by thy sacred blood wiped away all
faults and crimes, in order that we, trusting to this our faith
in thee, might thereafter be able to do, with greater free-
dom, whatsoever we listed. For I searched the Serip-
tures more ingeniously than those ancients did, and that
more especially when I sought for something which I
might wrest against them : Having thus by repute for learn-
ing and genius acquired fame and estimation among the
people, though, indeed, I was not able to overturn the whole
authority of the Church, I was, however, the author of great
seditions and schisms in it.”

After he has thus spoken, and spoken truly, (for there
is no room to lie before that heavenly Judge, though he
has kept back much concerning his ambition, avarice, love
of popular applause, inward fraud and malice, of which he
is perfectly conscious, and which will appear inscribed on
his very forehead,) I ask you, my Genevese brethren, whom
I long to have of one mind with me in Christ, and in the
church of Christ, What judgment, think you, will be passed
on these two men and their associates and followers? Is
it not certain, that he who followed the Catholic Church
will not be judged guilty of any error in this respect?
First, Because the Church errs not, and even caunnot err,
since the Holy Spirit constantly guides her public and uni-
versal decrees and Councils. Secondly, Even if she did
err, or could have erred, (this, however, it is impious to say
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or believe,) no such error would be condemned in him
who should, with a mind sincere and humble towards God,
have followed the faith and authority of his ancestors. But
the other, trusting to his own head, having none among
the ancient Fathers, and not even general assemblies of
the whole Bishops, whom he deems worthy of honour, and
to whom he can bring his mind to yield and submit, arro-
gating all things to himeelf, more prepared to slander than
to speak or teach, after revolting from the common Church,
to what does he look as the haven of his fortunes? in
what bulwark does he confide? to whom does he trust as
his advocates with God, so as not to have great cause of
dread that he will be cast into outer darkness, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth; that is, where he
will for ever lament his miseries, and gnash with his teeth
against himself, because, when it was in his power, if he had
chosen, to avoid that most dreadful calamity, he had ne-
glected to do so? Every person can understand for him-
self, what wretched and dismal companions grief and fury
are to pass one’s life with; especially when there will never
be any end or any limit of the fatal loss—when weeping
and wrath shall never cease.

But if all other things might in same way be tolerated
and overlooked, how will this be borne, (for this, methinks,
there cannot be with God any place for mercy and pardon,)
that they attempted to tear the spouse of Christ in pieces,
that that garment of the Lord, which heathen soldiers were
unwilling to divide, they attempted not only to divide, but
to rend? For already, since these men began, how many
sects have torn the Church ? Sects not agreeing with them,
and yet disagreeing with each other—a manifest indication
of falsehood, as all doctrine declares. Truth is always one,
while falsehood is varied and multiform; that which is
straight is simple, that which is crooked has many turns.
Can any one who acknowledges and confesses Christ, and
into whose heart and mind the Holy Spirit hath shone, fail
to perceive that such rending, such tearing of the holy Church,
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is the proper work of Satan, and not of God? What does
God demand of us? What does Christ enjoin? That we
be all one in him. Why was given us from heaven that
singular and pre-eminent gift of love, a gift divinely im-
planted in the Christian race only, and not in other na-
tions? Was it not that we might all confess the Lord
with one heart and mouth? Do those men suppose that
the Christian religion is any thing at all but peace with
God, and concord with our neighbour? Let us see what
the Lord himself says in John, when interceding with his
Father for the disciples: “ Holy Father, keep in thy name
those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one as
we are : I ask not for them only, but for those also who are
to believe in me through their word; that they all may be
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they
too may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou
hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me I have
given them ; that they may be one, as we also are one: I
in them, and thou in me, that they may be perfected into
one.” You see, dearest brethren, and in the clear light of
the gospel discern what it really is to be a Christian, since
our faith towards God, and all the glory of God, both his
with us, and ours with him, consists solely in this unity ;
gince this is the only thing which Christ requires and
asks of the Father concerning us—considering that his la-
bours, his toils, his frail human body assumed for us, his
cross and his death will produce fruit, both to the glory
of God, (his first desire,) and to our salvation, (for which
he was about to die,) if we shall be one among ourselves,
and one in him. For this the Catholic Church always
labours, for this she strives, viz., our concord and unity in
the same Spirit, that all men, however divided by space or
time, and so incapable of coming together as one body, may
yet be both cherished and ruled by one Spirit, who is al-
ways and everywhere the same. To this Catholic Church
and Holy Spirit those, on the contrary, are professed ad-
versaries who attempt to break unity, to introduce various
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spirits, to dissolve consent, and banish concord from the
Christian religion, attempting this, with an eagerness and
a zeal, by machinations and arts, which no language can
sufficiently express. I will not, indeed, pray against them
that the Lord would destroy all deceitful lips and high-
sounding tongues; nor, likewise, that he would add ini-
quity to their iniquity, but that he would convert them,
and bring them to a right mind, I will earnestly entreat of
the Lord, my God, as I now do.

And I beg and exhort you, my Genevese brethren, after
the mists of error have at length cleared away from the eyes
‘of your mind, and the light been displayed, that you would
raise your eyes to that heaven which God has set before
you as your everlasting country, that you would be pleased
to return to concord with us, yield faithful homage to the
Church, our mother, and worship God with us in one spirit.
Nor if our manners perhaps displease you, if, by the fault of
some, that splendour of the Church, which ought to be per-
petual and untarnished, is somewhat obscured, let that move
your minds, or draw you to a different or opposite party.
You may, perhaps, hate our persons, (if the gospel allows
it,) but you certainly ought not to have a hatred for our faith
and doctrine ; for it is written, ¢ What they say do.” Now,
we say nothing more than express our eager desire for your
salvation. If this, my dearest Genevese, shall be taken by
you in good part, if you will listen favourably to one most
desirous of your welfare, assuredly you will not repent of
having recovered your former favour with God and praise
with men. I, as is my part, and as my good-will towards
you dictates, will be a constant suppliant to God for you—
an unworthy one, indeed, through my own defects, but,
perhape, love will make me worthy. And then, whatever I
possibly can do, although it is very small, still if I have in me
any talent, ekill, authority, industry, I make a tender of all to
you and your interests, and will regard it as a great favour
to myself, should you be able to reap any fruit and advantage
from my labour, and assistance in things human and divine.
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It only remains to beg of you to receive the messenger,
who bears this letter to you, with the civility and kindness
which your own humanity and the law of nations, and, above
all, Christian meekness, require and demand. While this
will be honourable to you, it will also be extremely agrceable
to me. God guide and mercifully defend you, my dearest
brethren.

Carpentras, XV. Cal. Apr. (18th Marck) 1539.
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CARDINAL SADOLET’S LETTER.

JOHN CALVIN TO JAMES SADOLET, CARDINAL,—HEALTH.

IN the great abundance of learned men whom our age has
produced, your excellent learning and distinguished elo-
quence having deservedly procured you a place among the
few whom all, who would be thought studious of liberal arts,
look up to and revere, it is with great reluctance I bring
forward your name before the learned world, and address to
you the following expostulation. Nor, indeed, would I have
done it if T had not been dragged into this arena by a strong
necessity. For I am not unaware how reprehensible it
would be to show any eagerness in attacking a man who has
deserved so well of literature, nor how odious I should be-
come to all the learned were they to see me stimulated by
passion merely, and not impelled by any just cause, turning
my pen against one whom, for his admirable endowments,
they, not without good reason, deem worthy of love and
honour. I trust, however, that after explaining the nature
of my undertaking, I shall not only be exempted from all
blame, but there will not be an individual who will not admit
that the cause which I have undertaken I could not on any
account have abandoned without basely deserting my duty.

You lately addressed a Letter to the Senate and People of
Geneva, in which you sounded their inclination as to
whether, after having once shaken off the yoke of the Ro-
man Pontiff, they would submit to have it again imposed
upon them. In that letter, as it was not expedient to wound
the feelings of those whose favour you required to gain your
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cause, you acted the part of a good pleader; for you en-
deavoured to soothe them by abundance of flattery, in order
that you might gain them over to your views. Any thing of
obloquy and bitterness you directed against those whose
exertions had produced the revolt from that tyranny. And
here (so help you) you bear down full sail upon those who,
under pretence of the gospel, have by wicked arts urged on
the city to what you deplore as the subversion of religion
and of the Church. I, however, Sadolet, profess to be one
of those whom with so much enmity you assail and stigma-
tise. For though religion was already established, and the
form of the Church corrected, before I was invited to Ge-
neva, yet having not only approved by my suffrage, but
studied as much as in me lay to preserve and confirm what
had been done by Viret and Farel, I cannot separate my
case from theirs. Still, if you had attacked me in my private
character, I could easily have forgiven the attack in consi-
deration of your learning, and in honour of letters. But
when I see that my ministry, which I feel assured is sup-
ported and sanctioned by a call from God, is wounded
through my side, it would be perfidy, not patience, were I
here to be silent and connive.

In that Church I have held the office first of Doctor, and
then of Pastor. In my own right, I maintain, that in un-
dertaking these offices I had a legitimate vocation. How
faithfully and religiously I have performed them, there is no
occasion for now showing at length. Perspicuity, erudition,
prudence, ability, not even industry, will I now claim for
myself, but that I certainly laboured with the sincerity
which became me in the work of the Lord, I can in con-
science appeal to Christ, my Judge, and all his angels, while
all good men bear clear testimony in my favour. This mi-
nistry, therefore, when it shall appear to have been of God,
(as it certainly shall appear, after the cause has been heard,)
were I in silence to allow you to tear and defame, who
would not condemn such silence as treachery ? Every per-
son, therefore, now sees that the strongest obligations of
duty—obligations which I cannot evade—constrain me to
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meet your accusations, if I would not with manifest perfidy
desert and betray a cause with which the Lord has entrusted
me.

For though I am for the present relieved of the charge of
the Church of Geneva, that circumstance ought not to pre-
vent me from embracing it with paternal affection—God,
when he gave it to me in charge, having bound me to be
faithful to it for ever. Now, then, when I see the worst
snares laid for that Church, whose safety it has pleased the
Lord to make my highest care, and grievous peril impending
if not obviated, who will advise me to await the issue silent
and unconcerned ? How heartless, I ask, would it be to wink
in idleness, and, as it were, vacillating at the destruction of
one whose life you are bound vigilantly to guard and pre-
serve ? But more on this point were superfluous, since you
yourself relieve me of all difficulty. For if neighbourhood,
and that not very near, has weighed so much with you, that
while wishing to profess your love towards the Genevese,
you hesitate not so bitterly to assail me and my fame, it will,
undoubtedly, by the law of humanity, be conceded to me,
while desiring to consult for the public good of a city en-
trusted to me by a far stronger obligation than that of
neighbourhood, to oppose your counsels and endeavours,
which I cannot doubt tend to its destruction. Besides, with-
out paying the least regard to the Genevan Church, (though
assuredly I cannot cast off that charge any more than that
of my own soul,) supposing I were not actuated by any zeal
for it, still, when my ministry (which, knowing it to be from
Christ, I am bound, if need be, to maintain with my blood)
is assailed and falsely traduced, how can it be lawful for me
to bear it as if I saw it not?

Wherefore, it is easy not only for impartial readers to
judge, but for yourself, also, Sadolet, to consider how numerous
and valid the reasons are which have compelled me to en-
gage in this contest, if the name of contest should be given
to a simple and dispassionate defence of my innocence
against your calumnious accusations. I say my innocence,
although I cannot plead for myself without, at the same time,
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including my colleagues, with whom all my measures in that
administration were so conjoined, that whatever has been
said against them I willingly take to myself. What the
feelings are which I have had toward yourself in undertaking
this cause, I will study to testify and prove by my mode of
conducting it. For I will act so, that all may perceive that
I have not only greatly the advantage of you in the goodness
and justice of the cause, in conscientious rectitude, heartfelt
sincerity, and candour of speech, but have also been consider-
ably more successful in maintaining gentleness and modera-
tion. There will doubtless be some things which will sting,
or, it may be, speak daggers to your mind, but it will be my
endeavour, first, not to allow any harsher expression to
escape me than either the injustice of the accusations with
which you have previously assailed me, or the necessity of
the case may extort; and, secondly, not to allow any degrec
of harshness which may amount to intemperance or passion,
or which may, by its appearance of petulance, give offence to
ingenuous minds.

And, first, if you had to do with any other person, he
would, undoubtedly, begin with the very argument which
I have determined altogether to omit. For, without much
ado, he would discuss your design in writing, until he
should make it plain that your object was anything but what
you profess it to be. For, were it not for the great credit
you formerly acquired for candour, it is somewhat suspicious
that a stranger, who never before had any intercourse with
the Genevese, should now suddenly profess for them so
great an affection, though no previous sign of it existed,
while, as one imbued, almost from a boy, with Romish
arts, (such arts as are now learned in the Court of Rome,
that forge of all craft and trickery,) educated, too, in
the very bosom of Clement, and now, moreover, elected
a cardinal, you have many things about you which, with
most men, would in this matter subject you to suspicion.
Then as to those insinuations by which you have supposed
you might win your way into the minds of simple men,
any one, not utterly stupid, might easily refute them. But
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things of this nature, though many will, perhaps, be dis-
posed to believe them, I am unwilling to ascribe to you, be-
cause they seem to me unsuitable to the character of one
who has been polished by all kinds of liberal learning. I
will, therefore, in entering into discussion with you, give you
credit for having written to the Genevese with the purest
intention as becomes one of your learning, prudence, and
gravity, and for having, in good faith, advised them to the
course which you believed conducive to their interest and
safety. But whatever may have been your intention, (I am
unwilling, in this matter, to charge you with anything in-
vidious,) when, with the bitterest and most contumelious ex-
pressions which you can employ, you distort, and endeavour
utterly to destroy what the Lord delivered by our hands.
I am compelled, whether I will or not, to withstand you
openly. For then only do pastors edify the Church, when,
besides leading docile souls to Christ, placidly, as with the
hand, they are also armed to repel the machinations of those
who strive to impede the work of God.

Although your Letter has many windings, its whole pur-
port substantially is to recover the Genevese to the power of
the Roman Pontiff, or to what you call the faith and obe-
dience of the Church. But as, from the nature of the case,
their feelings required to be softened, you preface with a
long oration concerning the incomparable value of eternal
life. You afterwards come nearer to the point, when you
show that there is nothing more pestiferous to souls than a
perverse worship of God ; and again, that the best rule for
the due worship of God is that which is prescribed by the
Church, and that, therefore, there is no salvation for those
who have violated the unity of the Church unless they re-
pent. But you next contend, that separation from your fel-
lowship is manifest revolt from the Church, and then that
the gospel which the Genevese received from us is nothing
but a large farrago of impious dogmas. From this you infer
what kind of divine judgment awaits them if they attend not
to your admonitions. But as it was of the greatest importance
to your cause to throw complete discredit on our words, you
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labour to the utmost to fill them with sinister suspicions of
the zeal which they saw us manifest for their salvation. Ac-
cordingly, you captiously allege that we had no other end in
view than to gratify our avarice and ambition. Since, then,
your device has been to cast some stain upon us, in order
that the minds of your readers, being preoccupied with
hatred, might give us no credit, I will, before proceeding
to other matters, briefly reply to that objection.

I am unwilling to speak of myself, but since you do not
permit me to be altogether silent, I will say what I can con-
sistent with modesty. Had I wished to consult my own
interest, I would never have left your party. I will not,
indeed, boast that there the road to preferment had been
eagy to me. I never desired it, and I could never bring my
mind to catch at it; although I certainly know not a few of
my own age who have crept up to some eminence—among
them some whom I might have equalled, and others out-
stripped. This only I will be contented to say, it would not
have been difficult for me to reach the summit of my wishes,
viz., the enjoyment of literary ease with something of a free
and honourable station. Therefore, I have no fear that any
one not possessed of shameless cffrontery will object to me,
that out of the kingdom of the Pope I sought for any per-
sonal advantage which was not there ready to my hand.

And who dare object this to Farel? Had it been neces-
sary for him to live by his own industry, he had already
made attainments in literature, which would not have al-
lowed him to suffer want, and he was of a more distin-
guished family than to require external aid. As to those
of us to whom you pointed as with the finger, it seemed
proper for us to reply in our own name. But since you seem
to throw out indirect insinuations against all who in the pre-
sent day are united with us in sustaining the same cause, I
would have you understand, that not one can be mentioned
for whom I cannot give you a better answer than for Farel
and myself. Some of our Reformers are known to you by
fame. As to them, I appeal to your own conscience. Think
you it was hunger which drove them away from you, and
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made them in despair flee to that change as a means of bet-
tering their fortunes? But not to go over a long catalogue,
this I say, that of those who first engaged in this cause,
there was none who with you might not have been in
better place and fortune than require on such grounds to
look out for some new plan of life.

But come and consider with me for a little what the
honours and powers are which we have gained. All our
hearers will bear us witness that we did not covet or aspire to
any other riches or dignities than those which fell to our lot.
Since in all our words and deeds they not only perceived no
trace of the ambition with which you charge us; but, on the
contrary, saw clear evidence of our abhorring it with our
whole heart, you cannot hope that by one little word their
minds are to be so fascinated as to credit a futile slander in
opposition to the many certain proofs with which we fur-
nished them. And to appeal to facts rather than words,—
the power of the sword, and other parts of civil jurisdiction,
which bishops and priests, under the semblance of immunity,
had wrested from the magistrate and claimed for them-
selves, have not we restored to the magistrate? All their
usurped instruments of tyranny and ambition have not
we detested, and struggled to abolish ? If there was any
hope of rising, why did we not craftily dissemble, so that
those powers might have passed to us along with the office
of governing the Church? And why did we make such
exertion to overturn the whole of that dominion, or rather
butchery, which they exercised upon souls, without any
sanction from the Word of God? How did we not con-
gider that it was just so much lost to ourselves? In regard
to ecclesiastical revenues, they are still in a great measure
swallowed up by these whirlpools. But if there was a hope
that they will one day be deprived of them, (as at length
they certainly must,) why did we not devise a way by which
they might come to us? But when with clear voice we de-
nounced as a thief any bishop who, out of ccclesiastical re-
venues, appropriated more to his own use than was neces-
sary for a frugal and sober subsistence; when we protested
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that the Church was exposed to a deadly poison, so long as
pastors were loaded with an affluence under which they
themselves might ultimately sink, when we declared it inex-
pedient that these revenues should fall into their possession ;
finally, when we counselled that as much should be distri-
buted to ministers as might suffice for a frugality befitting
their order, not superabound for luxury, and that the rest
should be dispensed according to the practice of the an-
cient Church ; when we showed that men of weight ought
to be elected to manage these revenues, under an obligation
to account annually to the Church and the magistracy, was
this to entrap any of these for ourselves, or was it not rather
voluntarily to shake ourselves free of them ? All these things,
indeed, demonstrate not what we are, but what we wished to
be. But if these things are so plainly and generally known,
that not one iota can be denied, with what face can you pro-
ceed to upbraid us with aspiring to extraordinary wealth and
power, and this especially in the presence of men to whom
none of those things are unknown? The monstrous lies which
persons of your order spread against us among their own
followers we are not surprised at, (for no man is present who
can either reprimand or venture to refute them,) but where
men have been eye-witnesses of all the things which we have
above mentioned, to try to persuade them of the contrary is
the part of a man of little discretion, and strongly derogates
from Sadolet’s reputation for learning, prudence, and gravity.
But if you think that our intention must be judged by the
result, it will be found that the only thing we aimed at was,
that the kingdom of Christ might be promoted by our po-
verty and insignificance. So far are we from having abuscd
His sacred name to purposes of ambition.

I pass in silence many other invectives which you thunder
out against us, (open mouthed,) as it is said. You call us
crafty men, enemies of Christian unity and peace, innovators
on things ancient and well established, seditious, alike pesti-
ferous to souls, and destructive both publicly and privately
to society at large. Had you wished to escape rebuke, you
cither ought not, for the purpose of exciting prejudice, to have

2
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attributed to us a magniloquent tongue, or you ought to have
kept your own magniloquence considerably more under check.
I am unwilling, however, to dwell on each of these points;
only I would have you to consider how unbecoming, not to
say illiberal, it is, thus in many words to accuse the innocent
of things, which by one word can be instantly refuted ; al-
though to inflict injury on man is a small matter, when com-
pared with the indignity of that contumely, which, when you
come to the question, you offer to Christ and his word.
When the Genevese, instructed by our preaching, escaped
from the gulf of error in which they were immersed, and be-
took themselves to a purer teaching of the gospel, you call it
defection from the truth of God; when they threw off the
tyranny of the Roman Pontiff, in order that they might
establish among themselves a better form of Church, you
call it a desertion from the Church. Come, then, and let us
discuss both points in their order.

As to your preface, which, in proclaiming the excellence of
eternal blessedness, occupies about a third part of your Let-
ter, it cannot be necessary for me to dwell long in reply. For
although commendation of the future and eternal life is a
theme which deserves to be sounded in our ears by day and
by night, to be constantly kept in remembrance, and made
the subject of ceaseless meditation, yet I know not for what
reason you have so spun out your discourse upon it here, un-
less it were to recommend yourself by giving some indication
of religious feeling. But whether, in order to remove all
doubt concerning yourself, you wished to testify that a life
of glory seriously occupies your thoughts, or whether you
supposed that those to whom you wrote required to be excited
and spurred on by a long commendation of it, (for I am un-
willing to divine what your intention may have been,) it is
not very sound theology to confine a man’s thoughts so
much to himself, and not to set before him, as the prime mo-
tive of his existence, zeal to illustrate the glory of God. For
we are born first of all for God, and not for ourselves. As
all things flowed from him, and subsist in him, so, says Paul,
(Rom. xi. 36,) they ought to be referred to him. I acknow-

c
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ledge, indeed, that the Lord, the better to recommend the
glory of his name to men, has tempered zeal for the promo-
tion and extension of it, by uniting it indissolubly with our
salvation. But since he has taught that this zeal ought to
exceed all thought and care for our own good and advantage,
and since natural equity also teaches that God does not re-
ceive what is his own, unless he is preferred to all things, it
certainly is the part of a Christian man to ascend higher
than merely to seek and secure the salvation of his own soul.
I am persuaded, therefore, that there is no man imbued with
true piety, who will not.consider as insipid that long and
laboured exhortation to-zeal for hcavenly life, a zeal which
keeps a man entirely devoted to himself, and does not, even
by one expression, arouse him to sanctify the name of God.
But I readily agree with you that, after this sanctification,
we ought not to propose to ourselves any other object in life
than to hasten towards that high calling; for God has set
it before us as the constant aim of all our thoughts, and
words, and actions. And, indeed, there is nothing in which
man excels the lower animals, unless it be his spiritual com-
munion with God in the hope of a blessed eternity. And,
generally, all we aim at in our discourses is to arouse men to
meditate upon it, and aspire to it.

I have also no difficulty in conceding to you, that there
is nothing more perilous to our salvation than a preposter-
ous and perverse worship of God. The primary rudiments,
by which we are wont to train to piety those whom we
wish to gain as disciples to Christ, are these; viz., not to
frame any new worship of God for themselves at random,
and after their own pleasure, but to know that the only
legitimate worship is that which he himself approved from
the beginning. For we maintain, what the sacred oracle
declared, that obedience is more excellent than any sacri-
fice, (1 Sam. xv. 22.) In short, we train them, by every
means, to be contented with the one rule of worship which
they have received from his mouth, and bid adien to all
fictitious worship.

Therefore, Sadolet, when you uttered this voluntary con-
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fession, you laid the foundation of my defence. For if you
admit it to be a fearful destruction to the soul, when, by
false opinions, divine truth is turned into a lie, it now only
remains for us to inquire which of the two parties retains
that worship of God which is alone legitimate. In order that
you may claim it for your party, you assume that the most
certain rule of worship is that which is prescribed by the
Church, although, as if we here opposed you, you bring the
matter under consideration, in the manner which is usually
observed in regard to doubtful questions. But, Sadolet, as I
see you toiling in vain, I will relieve you from all trouble on
this head. You are mistaken in supposing that we desire to
lead away the people from that method of worshipping God
which the Catholic Church always observed. You either
labour under a delusion as to the term Church, or, at least,
knowingly and willingly give it a gloss. I will immediately
show the latter to be the case, though it may also be that
you are somewhat in error. First, in defining the term, you
omit what would have helped you, in no small degree, to the
right understanding of it. When you describe it as that
which in all parts, as well as at the present time, in every
region of the earth, being united and consenting in Christ,
has been always and every where directed by the one Spirit
of Christ, what comes of the Word of the Lord, that clearest
of all marks, and which the Lord himself, in pointing out the
Church, so often recommends to us? For seeing how danger-
ous it would be to boast of the Spirit without the Word, he
declared that the Church is indeed governed by the Holy
Spirit, but in order that that government might not be
vague and unstable, he annexed it to the Word. For this
reason Christ exclaims, that those who are of God hear the
word of God—that his sheep are those which recognise his
voice as that of their Shepherd, and any other voice as
that of a stranger, (John x. 27.) For this reason the
Spirit, by the mouth of Paul, declares, (Eph. ii. 20,) that
the Church is built upon the foundation of the Apostles
and Prophets. Also, that the Church is made holy to the
Lord, by the washing of water in the word of life. The
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same thing is declared still more clearly by the mouth of
Peter, when he teaches that people are regenerated to God
by that incorruptible seed, (1 Pet. i. 23.) In short, why
is the preaching of the gospel so often styled the kingdom
of God, but because it is the sceptre by which the heaven-
ly King rules his people ?

Nor will you find this in the Apostolical writings only,
but whenever the Prophets foretell the renewal of the
Church, or its extension over the whole globe, they always
assign the first place to the Word. For they tell that from
Jerusalem will issue forth living waters, which being di-
vided into four rivers, will inundate the whole earth, (Zech.
xiv. 8.) And what these living waters are, they themselves
explain when they say, “ That the law will come forth from
Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem,” (Is. ii. 3.)
Well, then, does Chrysostom admonish us to reject all who,
under the pretence of the Spirit, lead us away from the
simple doctrine of the gospel—the Spirit having been pro-
mised not to reveal a new doctrine, but to impress the
truth of the gospel on our minds. And we, in fact, ex-
perience in the present day how necessary the admonition
was. We are assailed by two sects, which seem to differ
most widely from each other. For what similitude is there
in appearance between the Pope and the Anabaptists ? And
yet, that you may see that Satan never transforms himself
so cunningly, as not in some measure to betray himself, the
principal weapon with which they both assail us is the
same. For when they boast extravagantly of the Spirit,
the tendency certainly is to sink and bury the Word of
God, that they may make room for their own falsehoods.
And you, Sadolet, by stumbling on the very threshold, have
paid the penalty of that affront which you offered to the
Holy Spirit, when you separated him from the Word.
For, as if those who seek the way of God were standing
where two ways meet, and destitute of any certain sign,
you are forced to introduce them as hesitating whether
it be more expedient to follow the authority of the Church,
or to listen to those whom you call the inventors of new
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dogmas. Had you known, or been unwilling to disguise
the fact, that the Spirit goes before the Church, to en-

lighten her in understanding the Word, while the Word
itself is like the Lydian Stone, by which she tests all
doctrines, would you have taken refuge in that most per-
plexing and thorny question? Learn, then, by your own
experience, that it is no less unreasonable to boast of the
Spirit without the Word, than it would be absurd to bring
forward the Word itself without the Spirit. Now, if you
can bear to receive a truer definition of the Church than
your own, say, in future, that it is the society of all the
saints, a society which, spread over the whole world, and
existing in all ages, yet bound together by the one doctrine,
and the one Spirit of Christ, cultivates and observes unity
of faith and brotherly concord. With this Church we
deny that we have any disagreement. Nay, rather, as we
revere her as our mother, so we desire to remain in her
bosom.

But here you bring a charge against us. For you teach
that all which has been approved for fifteen hundred years
or more, by the uniform consent of the faithful, is, by our
headstrong rashness, torn up and destroyed. Here I will
not require you to deal truly and candidly by us, (though
this should be spontaneously offered by a philosopher, not to
say a Christian.) I will only ask you not to stoop to an
illiberal indulgence in calumny, which, even though we be
silent, must be extremely injurious to your reputation with
grave and honest men. You know, Sadolet, and if you
venture to deny, I will make it palpable to all that you
knew, yet cunningly and craftily disguised the fact, not
only that our agreement with antiquity is far closer than
yours, but that all we have attempted has been to renew
that ancient form of the Church, which, at first sullied and
distorted by illiterate men of indifferent character, was
afterwards flagitiously mangled and almost destroyed by the
Roman Pontiff and his faction.

I will not press you so closely as to call you back to
that form which the Apostles instituted, (though in it we
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have the only model of a true Church, and whosoever
deviates from it in the smallest degree is in error,) but to
indulge you so far, place, I pray, before your eyes, that
ancient form of the Church, such as their writings prove it
to have been in the age of Chrysostom and Basil, among
the Greeks, and of Cyprian, Ambrose, and Augustine, among
the Latins; after so doing, contemplate the ruins of that
Church, as now surviving among yourselves. Assuredly,
_the difference will appear as great as that which the Pro-
phets describe between the famous Church which flourished
under David and Solomon, and that which under Zedekiah
and Jehoiakim had lapsed into every kind of superstition,
and utterly vitiated the purity of divine worship. Will you
here give the name of an enemy of antiquity to him who,
zealous for ancient piety and holiness, and dissatisfied with
the state of matters as existing in a dissolute and depraved
Church, attempts to ameliorate its condition, and restore it
to pristine splendour ?

Since there are three things on which the safety of the
Church is founded, viz., doctrine, discipline, and the sacra-
ments, and to these a fourth is added, viz., ceremonies, by
which to exercise the people in offices of piety, in order that
we may be most sparing of the honour of your Church, by
which of these things would you have us to judge her? The
truth of Prophetical and Evangelical doctrine, on which the
Church ought to be founded, has not only in a great mea-
sure perished in your Church, but is violently driven away
by fire and sword. Will you obtrude upon me, for the
Church, a body which furiously persecutes everything sanc-
tioned by our religion, both as delivered by the oracles of
God, and embodied in the writings of holy Fathers, and
approved by ancient Councils? Where, pray, exist among
you any vestiges of that true and holy discipline, which the
ancient bishops exercised in the Church? Have you not
scorned all their institutions? Have you not trampled all
the Canons under foot? Then, your nefarious profanation
of the sacraments I cannot think of without the utmost
horror.
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Of ceremonies, indeed, you have more than enough, but,
for the most part, so childish in their import, and vitiated by
innumerable forms of superstition, as to be utterly unavailing
for the preservation of the Church. None of these things,
you must be aware, is exaggerated by me in a captious
spirit. They all appear so openly, that they may be pointed
out with the finger wherever there are eyes to behold them.
Now, if you please, test us in the same way. You will,
assuredly, fall far short of making good the charges which
you have brought against us.

In the Sacraments, all we have attempted is to restore the
native purity from which they had degenerated, and so
enable them to resume their dignity. Ceremonies we have
in a great measure abolished, but we were compelled to do
80, partly because by their multitude they had degenerated
into a kind of Judaism, partly because they had filled the
minds of the people with superstition, and could not possibly
remain without doing the greatest injury to the piety
which it was their office to promote. Still we have retained
those which seemed sufficient for the circumstances of the
times.

That our discipline is not such as the ancient Church pro-
fessed we do not deny. But with what fairness is a charge
of subverting discipline brought against us by those who
themselves have utterly abolished it, and in our attempts to
re-instate it in its rights have hitherto opposed us? As to
our doctrine, we hesitate not to appeal to the ancient Church.
And since, for the sake of example, you have touched on
certain heads, as to which you thought you had some
ground for accusing us, I will briefly show how unfairly and
falsely you allege that these are things which have been de
vised by us against the opinion of the Church.

Before descending to particulars, however, I have already
cautioned you, and would have you again and again con-
sider with what reason you can charge it upon our people,
as a fault, that they have studied to explain the Scriptures.
For you are aware, that by this study they have thrown such
light on the Word of God, that, in this respect, even envy
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herself is ashamed to defraud them of all praise. You are
just as uncandid when you aver that we have seduced the
people by thorny and subtle questions, and so enticed them
by that philosophy of which Paul bids Christians beware.
What? Do you remember what kind of time it was when
our Reformers appeared, and what kind of doctrine candi-
dates for the ministry learned in the schools? You your-
self know that it was mere sophistry, and sophistry so
twisted, involved, tortuous, and puzzling, that scholastic
theology might well be described as a species of secret
magic. The denser the darkness in which any one shrouded
a subject, the more he puzzled himself and others with pre-
posterous riddles, the greater his fame for acumen and
. learning. And when those who had been formed in that
forge wished to carry the fruit of their learning to the
people, with what skill, I ask, did they edify the Church ?
Not to go over every point, what sermons in Europe
then exhibited that simplicity with which Paul wishes a
Christian people to be always occupied? Nay, what one
sermon was there from which old wives might not carry
off more whimsies than they could devise at their own fire-
side in a month ? For, as sermons were then usually divided,
the first half was devoted to those misty questions of the
schools which might astonish the rude populace, while the
second contained sweet stories, or not unamusing specula-
tions, by which the hearers might be kept on the alert.
Only a few expressions were thrown in from the Word of
God, that by their majesty they might procure credit for
these frivolities. But as soon as our Reformers raised
the standard, all these absurdities, in one moment, disap-
peared from amongst us. Your preachers, again, partly
profited by our books, and partly compelled by shame and
the general murmur, conformed to our example, though
they still, with open throat, exhale the old absurdity. Hence,
any one who compares our method of procedure with the
old method, or with that which is still in repute among
you, will perceive that you have done us no small injustice.
But had you continued your quotation from Paul a little
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farther, any boy would easily have perceived that the charge
which you bring against us is undoubtedly applicable to
yourselves. For Paul there interprets ¢ vain philosophy”
(Col. ii. 8) to mean that which preys upon pious souls, by
means of the constitutions of men, and the elements of this
world : and by these you have ruined the Church.

Even you yourself afterwards acquit us by your own tes-
timony ; for among those of our doctrines which you have
thought proper to assail, you do not adduce one, the know-
ledge of which is not essentially necessary for the edification
of the Church.

You, in the first place, touch upon justification by faith, the
first and keenest subject of controversy between us. Is this
a knotty and useless question? Wherever the knowledge of
it is taken away, the glory of Christ is extinguished, reli-
gion abolished, the Church destroyed, and the hope of sal-
vation utterly overthrown. That doctrine, then, though of
the highest moment, we maintain that you have nefariously
effaced from the memory of men. Our books are filled with
convincing proofs of this fact, and the gross ignorance of this
doctrine, which even still continues in all your churches,
declares that our complaint is by no means ill founded. But
you very maliciously stir up prejudice against us, alleging
that, by attributing every thing to faith, we leave no room
for works.

I will not now enter upon a full discussion, which would
require a large volume ; but if you would look into the Ca-
techism which I myself drew up for the Genevese, when I
held the office of Pastor among them, three words would
silence you. Here, however, I will briefly explain to you
how we speak on this subject.

First, We bid a man begin by examining himself, and this
not in a superficial and perfunctory manner, but to sist his
conscience before the tribunal of God, and when sufficiently
convinced of his iniquity, to reflect on the strictness of the
sentence pronounced upon all sinners. Thus confounded and
amazed at his misery, he is prostrated and humbled before
God; and, casting away all self-confidence, groans as if
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given up to final perdition. Then we show that the only
haven of safety is in the mercy of God, as manifested in
Christ, in whom every part of our salvation is complete.
As all mankind are, in the sight of God, lost sinners, we
hold that Christ is their only righteousness, since, by his
obedience, he has wiped off our transgressions ; by his sacri-
fice, appeased the divine anger; by his blood, washed away
our stains ; by his cross, borne our curse; and by his death,
made satisfaction for us. We maintain that in this way
man is reconciled in Christ to God the Father, by no merit
of his own, by no value of works, but by gratuitous mercy.
When we embrace Christ by faith, and come, as it were,
into communion with him, this we term, after the manner
of Scripture, the righteousness of faith.

What have you here, Sadolet, to bite or carp at? Is
it that we leave no room for works? Assuredly we do deny
that, in justifying a man, they are worth one single straw.
For Scripture everywhere cries aloud, that all are lost ; and
every man’s own conscience bitterly accuses him. The same
Scripture teaches, that no hope is left but in the mere good-
ness of God, by which sin is pardoned, and righteousness
imputed to us. It declares both to be gratuitous, and finally
concludes that a man is justified without works, (Rom. iv. 7.)
But what notion, you ask, does the very term Righteousness
suggest to us, if respect is not paid to good works? I an-
swer, if you would attend to the true meaning of the term
Justifying in Scripture, you would have no difficulty. For
it does not refer to a man’s own righteousness, but to the
mercy of God, which, contrary to the sinner's deserts, ac-
cepts of a righteousness for him, and that by not imputing
his unrighteousness. Our righteousness, I say, is that which
is described by Paul, (2 Cor. v. 19,) that God hath recon-
ciled us to himself in Jesus Christ. The mode is after-
wards subjoined—by not imputing sin. He demonstrates
that it is by faith only we become partakers of that blessing,
when he says that the ministry of reconciliation is contained
in the gospel. But faith, you say, is a general term, and
has a larger signification. I answer, that Paul, whenever
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he attributes to it the power of justifying, at the same time
restricts it to a gratuitous promise of the divine favour, and
keeps it far removed from all respect to works. Hence his
familiar inference—if by faith, then not by works. On the
other hand—if by works, then not by faith.

But, it seems, injury is done to Christ, if, under the pre-
tence of his grace, good works are repudiated ; he having
come to prepare a people acceptable to God, zealous of good
works, while, to the same effect, are many similar passages
which prove that Christ came in order that we, doing good
works, might, through him, be accepted by God. This
calumny, which our opponents have ever in their mouths,
viz., that we take away the desire of well-doing from the
Christian life by recommending gratuitous righteousness,
is too frivolous to give us much concern. We deny that
good works have any share in justification, but we claim
full authority for them in the lives of the righteous. For,
if he who has obtained justification possesses Christ, and,
at the same time, Christ never is where his Spirit is not, it
is obvious that gratuitous righteousness is necessarily con-
nected with regeneration. Therefore, if you would duly un-
derstand how inseparable faith and works are, look to Christ,
who, as the Apostle teaches, (1 Cor. i. 30,) has been given
to us for justification and for sanctification. ~Wherever,
therefore, that righteousness of faith, which we maintain to
be gratuitous, is, there too Christ is, and where Christ is,
there too is the Spirit of holiness, who regenerates the soul
to newness of life. On the contrary, where zeal for integrity
and holiness is not in vigour, there neither is the Spirit of
Christ nor Christ himself ; and wherever Christ is not, there
is no righteousness, nay, there is no faith ; for faith cannot
apprehend Christ for righteousness without the Spirit of
sanctification.

Since, therefore, according to us, Christ regenerates to a
blessed life those whom he justifies, and after rescuing them
from the dominion of sin, hands them over to the dominion
of righteousness, tranforms them into the image of God, and
so trains them by his Spirit into obedience to his will, there
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is no ground to complain that, by our doctrine, lust is left
with loosened reins. The passages which you adduce have
not a meaning at variance with our doctrine. But if you
will pervert them in assailing gratuitous justification, see
how unskilfully you argue. Paul elsewhere says (Eph. i. 4)
that we were chosen in Christ, before the creation of the
world, to be holy and unblameable in the sight of God
through love. 'Who will venture thence to infer, either that
election is not gratuitous, or that our love is its cause?
Nay, rather, as the end of gratuitous election, so also that of
gratuitous justification is, that we may lead pure and unpol-
luted lives before God. For the saying of Paul is true,
(1 Thess. iv. 7,) we have not been called to impurity, but to
holiness. 'This, meanwhile, we constantly maintain, that man
is not only justified freely once for all, without any merit of
works, but that on this gratuitous justification the salvation
of man perpetually depends. Nor is it possible that any
work of man can be accepted by God unless it be gra-
tuitously approved. Wherefore, I was amazed when I read
your assertion, that love is the first and chief cause of our
salvation. O, Sadolet, who could ever have expected such
a saying from you? Undoubtedly the very blind, while in
darkness, feel the mercy of God too surely to dare to claim
for their love the first cause of their salvation, while those
who have merely one spark of divine light feel that their
salvation consists in nothing else than their being adopted
by God. For eternal salvation is the inheritance of the
heavenly Father, and has been prepared solely for his child-
ren. Moreover, who can assign any other cause of our
adoption than that which is uniformly announced in Serip-
ture, viz., that we did not first love him, but were spontan-
eously received by him into favour and affection ?

Your ignorance of this doctrine leads you on to the error
of teaching that sins are expiated by penances and satisfac-
tions. Where, then, will be that one expiatory victim, from
which, if we depart, there remains, as Scripture testifies, no
more sacrifice for sin? Search through all the divine oracles
which we possess ; if the blood of Christ alone is uniformly
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set forth as purchasing satisfaction, reconciliation, and ablu-
tion, how dare you presume to transfer so great an honour to
your works ? Nor have you any ground for ascribing this
blasphemy to the Church of God. The ancient Church, I ad-
mit, had its satisfactions, not those, however, by which sin-
ners might atone to God and ransom themselves from guilt,
but by which they might prove that the repentance which
they professed was not feigned, and efface the remembrance
of that scandal which their sin had occasioned. For satisfac-
tions were not regularly prescribed to all and sundry, but to
those only who had fallen into some heinous wickedness.

In the case of the Eucharist, you blame us for attempting to
confine the Lord of the universe, and his divine and spiritual
power, (which is perfectly free and infinite,) within the cor-
ners of a corporeal nature with its circumscribed boundaries.
‘What end, pray, will there be to calumny? We have always
distinctly testified, that not only the divine power of Christ,
but his essence also, is diffused over all, and defined by no
limits, and yet you hesitate not to upbraid us with confining it
within the corners of corporeal nature! How so? Because
we are unwilling with you to chain down his body to earthly
elements. But had you any regard for sincerity, assuredly
you are not ignorant how great a difference there is between
the two things—between removing the local presence of
Christ’s body from bread, and circumscribing his spiritual
power within bodily limits. Nor ought you to charge our
doctrine with novelty, since it was always held by the
Church as an acknowledged point. But as this subject alone
would extend to a volume, in order that both of us may es-
cape so toilsome a discussion, the better course will be for
you to read Augustine’s Epistle to Dardanus, where you will
find how one and the same Christ more than fills heaven and
earth with the vastness of his divinity, and yet is not every-
where diffused in respect of his humanity.

We loudly proclaim the communion of flesh and blood,
which is exhibited to believers in the Supper; and we dis-
tinctly show that that flesh is truly meat, and that blood
truly drink—that the soul, not contented with an imaginary
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conception, enjoys them in very truth. That presence of
Christ, by which we are ingrafted in him, we by no means
exclude from the Supper, nor shroud in darkness, though we
hold that there must be no local limitation, that the glorions
body of Christ must not be degraded to earthly elements ;
that there must be no fiction of transubstantiating the bread
into Christ, and afterwards worshipping it as Christ. We
explain the dignity and end of this solemn rite in the loftiest
terms which we can employ, and then declare how great the
advantages which we derive from it. Almost all these things
are neglected by you. For, overlooking the divine benefi-
cence which is here bestowed upon us, overlooking the legi-
timate use of so great a benefit, (the topics on which it were
becoming most especially to dwell,) you count it enough that
the people gaze stupidly at the visible sign, without any un-
derstanding of the spiritual mystery. In condemning your
gross dogma of transubstantiation, and declaring that stupid
adoration which detains the minds of men among the ele-
ments, and permits them not to rise to Christ, to be perverse
and impious, we have not acted without the concurrence of
the ancient Church, under whose shadow you endeavour in
vain to hide the very vile superstitions to which you are
here addicted.

In auricular confession we have disapproved of that law of
Innocent, which enjoins every man once a year to pass all
his sins in review before his priest. It would be tedious to
enumerate all the reasons which induced us to abrogate it.
But that the thing was nefarious is apparent even from this,
that pious consciences, which formerly boiled with perpetual
anxiety, have at length begun, after being freed from that
dire torment, to rest with confidence in the divine favour;
to say nothing, meanwhile, of the many disasters which it
brought upon the Church, and which justly entitle us to
hold it in execration. For the present, take this for our
answer, that it was neither commanded by Christ, nor prac-
tised by the ancient Church. We have forcibly wrested
from the hands of the sophists all the passages of Scripture
which they had contrived to distort in support of it, while
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the common books on ecclesiastical history show that it had
no existence in an earlier age. The testimonies of the Fathers
are to the same effect. It is, therefore, mere deception
when you say, that the humility therein manifested was en-
joined and instituted by Christ and the Church. For
though there appears in it a certain show of humility, it is
very far from being true, that every kind of abasement,
which assumes the name of humility, is commended by God.
Accordingly, Paul teaches, (Col. ii. 18,) that that humility
only is genuine which is framed in conformity to the Word
of God.

In asserting the intercession of the saints, if all you mean
is, that they continually pray for the completion of Christ’s
kingdom, on which the salvation of all the faithful depends,
there is none of us who calls it in question. Accordingly,
you have lost your pains in labouring this part so much, but,
no doubt, you were unwilling to lose the opportunity of re-
peating the false asseveration which charges us with think-
ing that the soul perishes with the body. That philosophy
we leave to your Popes and College of Cardinals, by whom
it was for many years most faithfully cultivated, and ceases
not to be cultivated in the present day. To them also your
subsequent remark applies, viz., to live luxuriously, without
any solicitude concerning a future life, and hold us miserable
wretches in derision, for labouring so anxiously in behalf of
the kingdom of Christ. But, in regard to the intercession
of the saints, we insist on a point which it is not strange
that you omit. For here innumerable superstitions were to
be cut off, superstitions which had risen to such a height,
that the intercession of Christ was utterly erased from men’s
thoughts, saints were invoked as gods, the peculiar offices
of Deity were distributed among them, and a worship paid to
them which differed in nothing from that ancient idolatry
which we all deservedly execrate.

As to purgatory, we know that ancient churches made
some mention of the dead in their prayers, but it was done
seldom and soberly, and consisted only of a few words. It
was, in short, a mention in which it was obvious that no-
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thing more was meant than to attest in passing the affec-
tion which was felt toward the dead. As yet, the architects
were unborn, by whom your purgatory was built; and who
afterwards enlarged it to such a width, and raised it to such
a height, that it now forms the chief prop of your kingdom.
You yourself know what a hydra of errors thence emerged ;
you know what tricks superstition has at its own hand de-
vised, wherewith to disport itself; you know how many im-
postures avarice has here fabricated, in order to milk men
of every class; you know how great detriment it has done
to piety. For, not to mention how much true worship has
in consequence decayed, the worst result certainly was, that
while all, without any command from God, were vying with
each other in helping the dead, they utterly neglected the
congenial offices of charity, which are so strongly enjoined.

I will not permit you, Sadolet, by inscribing the name of
Church on such abominations, both to defame her against
all law and justice, and prejudice the ignorant against us,
as if we were determined to wage war with the Church.
For though we admit that in ancient times some seeds of
superstition were sown, which detracted somewhat from the
purity of the gospel, still you know, that it is not so long
ago since those monsters of impiety with which we war
were born, or, at least, grew to such a size. Indeed, in at-
tacking, breaking down, and destroying your kingdom, we
are armed not only with the energy of the Divine Word, but
with the aid of the holy Fathers also.

That I may altogether disarm you of the authority of the
Church, which, as your shield of Ajax, you ever and anon
oppose to us, I will show, by some additional examples, how
widely you differ from that holy antiquity.

We accuse you of overthrowing the ministry, of which
the empty name remains with you, without the reality. As
far as the office of feeding the people is concerned, the very
children perceive that Bishops and Presbyters are dumb
statues, while men of all ranks know by experience, that
they are active only in robbing and devouring. We are
indignant, that in the room of the sacred Supper has been

1
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substituted a sacrifice, by which the death of Christ is
emptied of its virtues. We exclaim against the execrable
traffic in masses, and we complain, that the Supper of the
Lord, as to one of its halves, has been stolen from the
Christian people. We inveigh against the accursed worship
of images. We show that the sacraments are vitiated by
many profane notions. We tell how indulgences crept in
with fearful dishonour to the cross of Christ. We lament,
that by means of human traditions, Christian liberty has
been crushed and destroyed. Of these and similar pests,
we have been careful to purge the churches which the Lord
has committed to us. Expostulate with us, if you can, for
the injury which we inflicted on the Catholic Church, by
daring to violate its sacred sanctions. The fact is now too
notorious for you to gain anything by denying it, viz., that
in all these points, the ancient Church is clearly on our
side, and opposes you, not less than we ourselves do.

But here we are met by what you say, when, in order to
palliate matters, you allege that though your manners should
be irregular, that is no reason why we should make a schism
in the holy Church. It is scarcely possible that the minds
of the common people should not be greatly alienated from
you by the many examples of cruelty, avarice, intemperance,
arrogance, insolence, lust, and all sorts of wickedness, which
are openly manifested by men of your order, but none of
those things would have driven us to the attempt which we
made under a much stronger necessity. That necessity was,
that the light of divine truth had been extinguished, the
word of God buried, the virtue of Christ left in profound
oblivion, and the pastoral office subverted. Meanwhile, im-
piety so stalked abroad, that almost no doctrine of religion
was pure from admixture, no ceremony free from error, no
part, however minute, of divine worship untarnished by su-
perstition. Do those who contend against such evils declare
war against the Church, and not rather assist her in her ex-
treme distress? And yet you would take credit for your .
obedience and humility in refraining, through veneration for

the Church, from applying your hand to the removal of
‘ )
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these abominations. What has a Christian man to do with
that prevaricating obedience, which, while the word of God is
licentiously contemned, yields its homage to human vanity ?
What has he to do with that contumacious and rude hu-
mility, which, despising the majesty of God, only looks up
with reverence to men? Have done with empty names of vir-
tue, employed merely as cloaks for vice, and let us exhibit the
thing itself in its true colours. Ours be the humility, which,
beginning with the lowest, and paying respect to each in his
degree, yields the highest honour and respect to the Church,
in subordination, however, to Christ the Church’s head; ours
the obedience, which, while it disposes us to listen to our
elders and superiors, tests all obedience by the word of God;
in fine, ours the Church, whose supreme care it is humbly
and religiously to venerate the word of Geod, and submit to
its authority.

But what arrogance, you will say, to boast that the Church
is with you alone, and to deny it to all the world besides!
We, indeed, Sadolet, deny not that those over which you
preside are Churches of Christ, but we maintain that the
Roman Pontiff, with his whole herd of pseudo-bishops, who
have seized upon the pastor’s office, are ravening wolves, whose
only study has hitherto been to scatter and trample upon
the kingdom of Christ, filling it with ruin and devastation.
Nor are we the first to make the complaint. With what
vehemence does Bernard thunder against Eugenius and all
the bishops of his own age? Yet how much more tolerable
was its condition then than now? For iniquity has reached
its height, and now those shadowy prelates, by whom you
think the Church stands or perishes, and by whom we say
that she has been cruelly torn and mutilated, and brought to
the very brink of destruction, can bear neither their vices
nor the cure of them. Destroyed the Church would have
been, had not God, with singular goodness, prevented. For
in all places where the tyranny of the Roman Pontiff pre-
vails, you scarcely see as many stray and tattered vestiges as
will enable you to perceive that there Churches lie half bu-
ried. Nor should you think this absurd, since Paul tells you
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(2 Thess. ii. 4) that antichrist would have his seat in no
other place than in the midst of God’s sanctuary. Qught
not this single warning to put us on our guard against tricks
and devices which may be practised in the name of the
Church?

But whatever the character of the men, still you say it is
written, “ What they tell you, do.” No doubt, if they sit in
the chair of Moses. But when, from the chair of verity, they
intoxicate the people with folly, it is written, “ Beware of
the leaven of the Pharisees,” (Matt. xvi. 6.) It is not ours,
Sadolet, to rob the Church of any right which the goodness of
God not only has conceded to her, but strictly guarded for
her by numerous prohibitions. For, as pastors are not sent
forth by Him to rule the Church with a licentious and law-
less authority, but are astricted to a certain rule of duty
which they must not exceed, so the Church is ordered
(1 Thess. v. 21; 1 John iv. 1) to see that those who are
appointed over her on these terms faithfully accord with
their vocation. But we must either hold the testimony of
Christ of little moment, or must hold it impious to infringe
in the least degree on the authority of those whom he has
invested with such splendid titles! Nay, it is you who are
mistaken in supposing that the Lord set tyrants over his
people to rule them at pleasure, when he bestowed so much
authority on those whom he sent to promulgate the gospel.
Your error lies here, viz., in not reflecting that their power,
before they were furnished with it, was circumscribed within
certain limits. We admit, therefore, that ecclesiastical
pastors are to be heard just like Christ himself, but they
must be pastors who execute the office entrusted to them.
And this office, we maintain, is not presumptuously to in-
troduce whatever their own pleasure has rashly devised, but
religiously and in good faith to deliver the oracles which
they have received at the mouth of the Lord. For within
these boundaries Christ confined the reverence which he
required to be paid to the Apostles; nor does Peter (1 Pet.
iv. 11) either claim for himself or allow to others anything
more than that, as often as they speak among the faithful,
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they speak as from the mouth of the Lord. Paul, indeed,
justly extols (2 Cor. xiii. 10) the spiritual power with which
he was invested, but with this proviso, that it was to avail
only for edification, was to wear no semblance of dommatnon,
was not to be employed in subjugating faith.

Let your Pontiff, then, boast as he may of the succession
of Peter: even should he make good his title to it, he will
establish nothing more than that obedience is due to him
from the Christian people, so long as he himself maintains his
fidelity to Christ, and deviates not from the purity of the
gospel. For the Church of the faithful does not force you into
any other order than that in which the Lord wished you to
stand, when it tests you by that rule by which all your power
is defined—the order, I say, which the Lord himself institut-
ed among the faithful, viz., that a Prophet holding the place
of teacher should be judged by the congregation, [consessu,]
(1 Cor. xiv. 29.) Whoever exempts himself from this must
first expunge his name from the list of Prophets. And here
a very wide field for exposing your ignorance opens upon
me, since, in matters of religious controversy, all that you
leave to the faithful is to shut their own eyes, and to submit
implicitly to their teachers. But since it is certain that
every soul which depends not on God alone is enslaved to
Satan, how miserable must they be who are imbued with
such rudiments of faith? Hence, I observe, Sadolet, that
you have too indolent a theology, as is almost always the
case with those who have never had experience in serious
struggles of conscience. For, otherwise, you would never
place a Christian man on ground so slippery, nay, so preci-
pitous, that he can scarcely stand a moment if even the
slightest push is given him. Give me, I say not some un-
learned man from among the people, but the rudest clown,
and if he is to belong to the flock of God, he must be pre-
pared for that warfare which He has ordained for all the
godly. An armed enemy is at hand, on the alert to
engage—an enemy most skilful and unassailable by mortal
strength; to resist him, with what guards must not that
poor man be defended, with what weapons armed, if he is not
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to be instantly annihilated ? Paul informs us, (Eph. vi. 17,)
that the only sword with which he can fight is the word of
the Lord. A soul, therefore, when deprived of the word of
God, is given up unarmed to the devil for destruction. Now,
then, will not the first machination of the enemy be to wrest
the sword from the soldier of Christ ? And what the method
of wresting it, but to set him a doubting whether it be the
word of the Lord that he is leaning upon, or the word of man ?
‘What will you do for this unhappy being ? Will you bid him
look round for learned men on whom reclining he may take
his rest ? But the enemy will not leave him so much as a
breathing time in this subterfuge. For when once he has
driven him to lean upon men, he will keep urging and re-
peating his blows until he throws him over the precipice.
Thus he must either be easily overthrown, or he must for-
sake man, and look directly to God. So true it is, that
Christian faith must not be founded on human testimony,
not propped up by doubtful opinion, not reclined on human
authority, but engraven on our hearts by the finger of the liv-
ing God, 0 as not to be obliterated by any colouring of error.
There is nothing of Christ, then, in him who does not hold
the elementary principle, that it is God alone who en-
lightens our minds to perceive his truth, who by his Spirit
seals it on our hearts, and by his sure attestation to it con-
firms our conscience. This is, if I may so express it, that full
and firm assurance commended by Paul, and which, as it
leaves no room for doubt, so not only does it not hesitate
and waver among human arguments as to which party it
ought to adhere, but maintains its consistency though the
whole world should oppose.

Hence arises that power of judging which we attribute to
the Church, and wish to preserve unimpaired. For how
much soever the world may fluctuate and jar with contending
opinions, the faithful soul is never so destitute as not to
have a straight course to salvation. I do not, however,
dream of a perspicacity of faith which never errs in discri-
minating between truth and falsehood, is never deceived, nor
do I figure to myself an arrogance which looks down as from
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a height on the whole human race, waits for no man’s judg-
ment, and makes no distinction between learned and un-
learned. On the contrary, I admit that pious and truly re-
ligious minds do not always attain to all the mysteries
of God, but are sometimes blind in the clearest matters—
the Lord, doubtless, so providing, in order to accustom
them to modesty and submission. Again, I admit that they
have such a respect for all good men, not to say the Church,
that they do not easily allow themselves to be separated
from any man in whom they have discovered a true know-
ledge of Christ; so that sometimes they choose rather to
suspend their judgment than to rush, on slight grounds, into
dissent. I only contend, that so long as they insist on the
word of the Lord, they are never so caught as to be led
away to destruction, while their convictionof the truth of
the word of God is so clear and certain, that it cannot be
overthrown by either men or angels. Away, then, with that
nugatory simplicity (which you say becomes the rude and
illiterate) of looking up and yielding to the beck of those
who are more learned! For, besides that the name of faith
is undeservedly bestowed on any religious persuasion, how-
ever obstinate, which rests any where but in God, who can
give such a name to some (I know not what) wavering opi-
nion, which is not only easily wrested from them by the arts
of the devil, but fluctuates of its own accord with the temper
of the times, and of which no other end can be hoped for
than that it will at length vanish away ?

As to your assertion, that our only aim in shaking off this
tyrannical yoke was to set ourselves free for unbridled licen-
tiousness after, (so help us!) casting away all thoughts of
future life, let judgment be given after comparing our con-
duct with yours. We abound, indeed, in numerous faults,
too often do we sin and fall; still, though truth would, mo-
desty will not, permit me to boast how far we excel you in
every respect, unless, perchance, you are to except Rome,
that famous abode of sanctity, which having burst asunder
the cords of pure discipline, and trodden all honour under
foot, has 8o overflowed with all kinds of iniquity, that scarce-
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ly any thing so abominable has ever been before. We be-
hoved, forsooth, to expose our heads to so many perils and
dangers that we might not, after her example, be placed un-
der too severe constraint!| But we have not the least objec-
tion that the discipline which was sanctioned by ancient
canons should be in force in the present day, and be care-
fully and faithfully observed ; nay, we have always protested
that the miserable condition into which the Church had
fallen was owing to nothing more than to its enervation by
luxury and indulgence. For the body of the Church, to
cohere well, must be bound together by discipline as with
sinews. But how, on your part, is discipline either observed
or desired? Where are those ancient canons with which,
like a bridle, bishops and presbyters were kept to their duty ?
How are your bishops elected? after what trial? what exa-
mination ? what care? what caution? How are they in-
ducted to their office ? with what order ? what solemnity ?
They merely take an official oath that they will perform the
pastoral office, and this apparently for no other end than that
they may add perjury to their other iniquities. Since, then,
in seizing upon ecclesiastical offices they seem to enter upon
an authority astricted by no law, they think themselves free
to do as they please, and hence it is that among pirates and
robbers there is apparently more justice and regular govern-
ment, more effect given to law, than by all your order.

But since, towards the end, a person has been introduced
to plead our cause, and you have cited us as defenders to
the tribunal of God, I have no hesitation in calling upon you
there to meet me. For such is our consciousness of the truth
of our doctrine, that it has do dread of the heavenly Judge,
from whom, we doubt not, that it proceeded. But it dwells
not on those frivolities with which it has pleased you to
amuse yourself ; certainly very much out of place. For what
more unseasonable than after you had come into the presence
of God, to set about devising I know not what follies, and
framing for us an absurd defence which must instantly fail.
In pious minds, as often as that day is suggested, the im-
pression made is too solemn to leave them at leisure so to
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disport themselves. Therefore, frivolity aside, let us think
of that day, in expectation of which the minds of men ought
ever to be on the watch. And let us remember, that while
it is a day to be desired by the faithful, it is also one at
which the ungodly and profane, and those who are despisers
of God, may well be alarmed. Let us turn our ears to the
clang of that trumpet which even the ashes of the dead shall
hear in their tombs. Let us direct our thoughts and minds
to that Judge who, by the mere brightness of his coun-
tenance, will disclose whatever lurks in darkness, lay open
all the secrets of the human heart, and crush all the wicked
by the mere breath of his mouth. Consider, now, what
serious answer you are to make for yourself and your party :
Our cause, as it is supported by the truth of God, will be at
no loss for a complete defence. I speak not of our persons,
whose safety will be found not in defence, but in humble
confession and suppliant deprecation; but in so far as our
ministry is concerned, there is none of us who will not be
able thus to speak :—

“ O Lord, I have, indeed, experienced how difficult and
grievous it was to bear the invidious accusations with which
I was harassed on the earth; but with the same confidence
with which I then appealed to thy tribunal, I now appear
before thee, because I know that in thy judgment truth al-
ways reigns—that truth by whose assurance supported I first
ventured to attempt—with whose assistance provided I was
able to accomplish whatever I have achieved in thy Church.
They charged me with two of the worst of crimes—heresy and
schism. And the heresy was, that I dared to protest against
dogmas which they received. But what could I have done?
I heard from thy mouth that there was no other light of truth
which could direct our souls into the way of life, than that
which was kindled by thy Word. I heard that whatever
human minds of themselves conceive concerning thy Ma~
jesty, the worship of thy Deity, and the mysteries of thy
religion, was vanity. I heard that their introducing into the
Church instead of thy Word, doctrines sprung from the
human brain, was sacrilegious presumption. But when I
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turned my eyes towards men, I saw very different principles
prevailing. Those who were regarded as the leaders of faith
neither understood thy Word, nor greatly cared for it.
They only drove unhappy people to and fro with strange
doctrines, and deluded them with I know not what fol-
lies. Among the people themselves, the highest venera-
tion paid to thy Word was to revere it at a distance, as
a thing inaccessible, and abstain from all investigation of
it. Owing to this supine state of the pastors, and this
stupidity of the people, every place was filled with perni-
cious errors, falsehoods, and superstition. They, indeed,
called thee the only God, but it was while transferring to
others the glory which thou hast claimed for thy Majesty.
They figured and had for themselves as many gods as they
had saints, whom they chose to worship. Thy Christ was
indeed worshipped as God, and retained the name of Sa-
viour; but where he ought to have been honoured, he was
left almost without honour. For, spoiled of his own virtue,
he passed unnoticed among the crowd of saints, like one
of the meanest of them. There was none who duly con-
sidered that one sacrifice which he offered on the cross,
and by which he reconciled us to thyself—mone who ever
dreamed of thinking of his eternal priesthood, and the in-
tercession depending upon it—none who trusted in his
righteousness only. That confident hope of salvation which
is both enjoined by thy Word, and founded upon it, had
almost vanished. Nay, it was received as a kind of oracle,
that it was foolish arrogance, and, as they termed it, pre-
sumption for any one trusting to thy goodness, and the
righteousness of thy Son, to entertain a sure and unfalter-
ing hope of salvation. Not a few profane opinions plucked
up by the roots, the first principles of that doctrine which
thou hast delivered to us in thy Word. The true meaning
of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, also, were corrupted by
numerous falsehoods. And then, when all, with no small
insult to thy mercy, put confidence in good works, when by
good works they strove to merit thy favour, to procure justi-
fication, to expiate their sing, and make satisfaction to thee,
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(each of these things obliterating and making void the virtue
of Christ’s cross,) they were yet altogether ignorant where-
in good works consisted. For, just as if they were not at all
instructed in righteousness by thy law, they had fabricated
for themselves many useless frivolities, as a means of procur-
ing thy favour, and on these they so plumed themselves,
that, in comparison of them, they almost contemned the
standard of true righteousness which thy law recommend-
ed—to such a degree had human desires, after usurping the
ascendancy, derogated, if not from the belief, at least from
the authority, of thy precepts therein contained. That I
might perceive these things, thou, O Lord, didst shine upon
me with the brightness of thy Spirit; that I might com-
prehend how impious and noxious they were, thou didst
bear before me the torch of thy Word; that I might abo-
minate them as they deserved, thou didst stimulate my soul.
But in rendering an account of my doctrine, thou seest
(what my own conscience declares) that it was not my inten-
tion to stray beyond those limits which I saw had been
fixed by all thy servants. Whatever I felt assured that I
had learned from thy mouth, I desired to dispense faithfully
to the Church. Assuredly, the thing at which I chiefly
aimed, and for which I most diligently laboured, was, that
the glory of thy goodness and justice, after dispersing the
mists by which it was formerly obscured, might shine forth
conspicuous, that the virtue and blessings of thy Christ
(all glosses being wiped away) might be fully displayed.
For I thought it impious to leave in obscurity things which
we were born to ponder and meditate. Nor did I think that
truths, whose magnitude no language can express, were to
be maliciously or falsely declared. I hesitated not to dwell
at greater length on topics on which the salvation of my
hearers depended. For the oracle could never deceive
which declares, (John xvii. 3,) ¢ This is eternal life, to
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou
has sent.’

“ As to the charge of forsaking the Church, which they
were wont to bring against me, there is nothing of which
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my conscience accuses me, unless, indeed, he is to be con-
sidered a deserter, who, seeing the soldiers routed and scat-
tered, and abandoning the ranks, raises the leader’s stand-
ard, and recalls them to their posts. For thus, O Lord, were
all thy servants dispersed, so that they could not, by any
possibility, hear the command, but had almost forgotten their
leader, and their service, and their military oath. In order
to bring them together, when thus scattered, I raised not
a foreign standard, but that noble banner of thine whom
we must follow, if we would be classed among thy people.

“ Then I was assailed by those who, when they ought to
have kept others in their ranks, had led them astray, and when
I determined not to desist, opposed me with violence. On
this grievous tumults arose, and the contest blazed and
issued in disruption. With whom the blame rests it is for
thee, O Lord, to decide. Always, both by word and deed,
have I protested how eager I was for unity. Mine, how-
ever, was a unity of the Church, which should begin with thee
and end in thee. For as oft as thou didst recommend to us
peace and concord, thou, at the same time, didst show that
thou wert the only bond for preserving it. But if I desired
to be at peace with those who boasted of being the heads of
the Church and pillars of faith, I behoved to purchase it
with the denial of thy truth. I thought that any thing was
to be endured sooner than stoop to such a nefarious paction.
For thy Anointed himself hath declared, that though heaven
and earth should be confounded, yet thy word must endure
for ever, (Matth. xxiv. 35.) Nor did I think that I dissented
from thy Church, because I was at war with those leaders ;
for thou hast forewarned me, both by thy Son and by the
apostles, that that place would be occupied by persons to
whom I ought by no means to consent. Christ had pre-
dicted not of strangers, but of men who should give them-
selves out for pastors, that they would be ravenous wolves
and false prophets, and had, at the same time, cautioned to
beware of them. Where Christ ordered me to beware, was I
to lend my aid ? And the apostles declared that there would
be no enemies of thy Church more pestilential than those
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from within, who should conceal themselves under the title of
pastors, (Matth. vii. 15 ; Acts xx. 29; 2 Pet. ii. 1; 1 John ii.
18.) Why should I have hesitated to separate myself from
persons whom they forewarned me to hold as enemies ? I had
before my eyes the examples of thy prophets, who I saw had
a similar contest with the priests and prophets of their day,
though these were undoubtedly the rulers of the Church
among the Israelitish people. But thy prophets are not re-
garded as schismatics, because, when they wished to revive
religion which had fallen into decay, they desisted not, al-
though opposed with the utmost violence. They still remained
in the unity of the Church, though they were doomed to per-
dition by wicked priests, and deemed unworthy of a place
among men, not to say saints. Confirmed by their example, I
too persisted. Though denounced as a deserter of the Church,
and threatened, I was in no respect deterred, or induced to
proceed less firmly and boldly in opposing those who, in the
character of pastors, wasted thy Church with & more than
impious tyranny. My conscience told me how strong the
zeal was with which I burned for the unity of thy Church,
provided thy truth were made the bond of concord. As the
commotions Which followed were not excited by me, so
there is no ground for imputing them to me.

% Thou, O Lord, knowest, and the fact itself has testified
to men, that the only thing I asked was, that all controversies
should be decided by thy word, that thus both parties might
unite with one mind to establish thy kingdom ; and I declined
not to restore peace to the Church at the expense of my head,
if I were found to have been unnecessarily the cause of tumult.
But what did our opponents? Did they not instantly, and
like madmen, fly to fires, swords, and gibbets ? Did they not
decide that their only security was in arms and cruelty?
Did they not instigate all ranks to the same fury? Did they
not spurn at all methods of pacification ? To this it is owing
that a matter, which might at one time have been settled
amicably, has blazed into such a contest. But although,
amidst the great confusion, the judgments of men were va-
rious, I am freed from all fear, now that we stand at thy
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tribunal, where equity, combined with truth, cannot but de-
cide in favour of innocence.”

Such, Sadolet, is our pleading, not the fictitious one which
you, in order to aggravate our case, were pleased to devise,
but that the perfect truth of which is known to the good even
now, and will be made manifest to all creatures on that day.

Nor will those who, instructed by our preaching, have ad-
hered to our cause, be at a loss what to say for themselves,
since each will be ready with this defence :—

“I, O Lord, as I had been educated from a boy, always
professed the Christian faith. But at first I had no other
reason for my faith than that which then every where pre-
vailed. Thy word, which ought to have shone on all thy
people like a lamp, was taken away, or at least suppressed as
to us. And lest any one should long for greater light, an
idea had been instilled into the minds of all, that the investi-
gation of that hidden celestial philosophy was better dele-
gated to a few, whom the others might consult as oracles—
that the highest knowledge befitting plebeian minds was to
subdue themselves into obedience to the Church. Then, the
rudiments in which I had been instructed were of a kind
which could neither properly train me to the legitimate wor-
ship of thy Deity, nor pave the way for me to a sure hope
of salvation, nor train me aright for the duties of the Chris-
tian life. I had learned, indeed, to worship thee only as my
God, but as the true method of worshipping was altogether
unknown to me, I stumbled at the very threshold. I be-
lieved, as I had been taught, that I was redeemed by the
death of thy Son from liability to eternal death, but the re-
demption I thought of was one whose virtue could never
reach me. I anticipated a future resurrection, but hated to
think of it, as being an event most dreadful. And this feel-
ing not only had dominion over me in private, but was de-
rived from the doctrine which was then uniformly delivered
to the people by their Christian teachers. They, indeed,
preached of thy clemency towards men, but confined it to
those who should show themselves deserving of it. They,
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moreover, placed this desert in the righteousness of works,
so that he only was received into thy favour who reconciled
himself to thee by works. Nor, meanwhile, did they dis-
guise the fact, that we are miserable sinners, that we often
fall through infirmity of the flesh, and that to all, therefore,
thy mercy behoved to be the common haven of salvation;
but the method of obtaining it, which they pointed out, was
by making satisfaction to thee for offences. Then, the satis-
faction enjoined was, first, after confessing all our sins to a
priest, suppliantly to ask pardon and absolution; and, se-
condly, by good to efface from thy remembrance our bad
actions. Lastly, in order to supply what was still wanting,
we were to add sacrifices and solemn expiations. Then, be-
cause thou wert a stern judge and strict avenger of iniquity,
they showed how dreadful thy presence must be. Hence
they bade us flee first to the saints, that by their intercession
thou mightest be rendered exorable and propitious to us.

“ When, however, I had performed all these things, though
T had some intervals of quiet, I was still far off from true peace
of conscience; for, whenever I descended into myself, or
raised my mind to thee, extreme terror seized me—terror
which no expiations nor satisfactions could cure. And the
more closely I examined myself, the sharper the stings with
which my conscience was pricked, so that the only solace
which remained to me was to delude myself by obliviousness.
Still, as nothing better offered, I continued the course which
I had begun, when, lo, a very different form of doctrine
started up, not one which led us away from the Christian
profession, but one which brought it back to its fountain
head, and, as it were, clearing away the dross, restored it to
its original purity. Offended by the novelty, I lent an un-
willing ear, and at first, I confess, strenuously and passionate-
ly resisted; for (such is the firmness or effrontery with
which it is natural to men to persist in the course which they
have once undertaken) it was with the greatest difficulty I
was induced to confess that I had all my life long been in
ignorance and error. One thing, in particular, made me
averse to those new teachers, viz., reverence for the Church.



TO CARDINAL SADOLET’S LETTER. 63

But when once I opened my ears, and allowed myself to be
taught, I perceived that this fear of derogating from the
majesty of the Church was groundless. For they reminded
me how great the difference is between schism from the
Church, and studying to correct the faults by which the
Church herself was contaminated. They spoke nobly of the
Church, and showed the greatest desire to cultivate unity.
And lest it should seem they quibbled on the term Church,
they showed it was no new thing for Antichrists to preside
there in place of pastors. Of this they produced not a few
examples, from which it appeared that they aimed at nothing
but the edification of the Church, and in that respect were
similarly circumstanced with many of Christ’s servants whom
we ourselves included in the catalogue of saints. For in-
veighing more freely against the Roman Pontiff, who was
reverenced as the Vicegerent of Christ, the Successor of
Peter, and the Head of the Church, they excused them-
selves thus: Such titles as those are empty bugbears, by which
the eyes of the pious ought not to be so blinded as not
to venture to look at them, and sift the reality. It was when
the world was plunged in ignorance and sloth, as in a deep
sleep, that the Pope had risen to such an eminence ; certainly
neither appointed Head of the Church by the word of God,
nor ordained by a legitimate act of the Church, but of his
own accord, self-elected. Moreover, the tyranny which he let
loose against the people of God was not to be endured, if we
wished to have the kingdom of Christ amongst us in safety.
“ And they wanted not most powerful arguments to con-
firm all their positions. First, they clearly disposed of
every thing that was then commonly adduced to establish
the primacy of the Pope. When they had taken away all
these props, they also, by the word of God, tumbled him from
his lofty height. On the whole, they made it clear and pal-
pable, to learned and unlearned, that the true order of the
Church had then perished—that the keys under which the
discipline of the Church is comprehended had been altered
very much for the worse—that Christian liberty had fallen—
in short, that the kingdom of Christ was prostrated when
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this primacy was reared up. They told me, moreover, as a
means of pricking my conscience, that I could not safely
connive at these things as if they concerned me not; that
so far art thou from patronising any voluntary error, that
even he who is led astray by mere ignorance does not err
with impunity. This they proved by the testimony of thy
Son, (Matth. xv. 14,) ¢ If the blind lead the blind, both
shall fall into the ditch” My mind being now prepared for
serious attention, I at length perceived, as if light had broken
in upon me, in what a stye of error I had wallowed, and
how much pollution and impurity I had thereby contracted.
Being exceedingly alarmed at the misery into which I had
fallen, and much more at that which threatened me in the
view of eternal death, I, as in duty bound, made it my first
business to betake myself to thy way, condemning my past
life, not without groans and tears. And now, O Lord, what
remains to a wretch like me, but, instead of defence, earnest-~
ly to supplicate thee not to judge according to its deserts
that fearful abandonment of thy word, from which, in thy
wondrous goodness, thou hast at last delivered me.”

Now, Sadolet, if you please, compare this pleading with
that which you have put into the mouth of your plebeian.
It will be strange if you hesitate which of the two you
ought to prefer. For the safety of that man hangs by a
thread whose defence turns wholly on this—that he has con-
stantly adhered to the religion handed down to him from his
forefathers. At this rate, Jews, and Turks, and Saracens,
would escape the judgment of God. Away, then, with this
vain quibbling at a tribunal which will be erected not to ap-
prove the authority of man, but to condemn all flesh of
vanity and falsehood, and vindicate the truth of God only.

But were I disposed to contend with you in trifles, what
picture might I paint, I say not, of a Pope, or a Cardinal,
or any reverend Prelate whatsoever of your faction, (in what
colours almost every man of them might, without any great
stretch of ingenuity, be exhibited, you well know,) but of
any, even the most select among your doctors? For his
condemnation, there would, assuredly, be no need either to ad-

4
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duce doubtful conjectures against him, or devise false ac-
cusations. He would be burdened heavily enough with such
a3 are certainly just. But that I may not seem to imi-
tate what I blame in you, I decline this mode of pleading.
I will only exhort these men to turn for once to themselves,
and consider with what fidelity they feed the Christian
people, who cannot have any other food than the Word of
their God. And that they may not flatter themselves too
much, because they now act their part with great applause,
and for the most part, amid favourable acclamations, let them
remember, that they have not yet come to the conclusion;
at which, assuredly, they will not have a theatre on which
to vend their smoke with impunity, and, by their tricks,
ensnare credulous minds, but will stand or fall by the de-
cision of God himself, whose judgment will not be regu-
lated by the popular gale, but by his own inflexible justice ;
and who will not only inquire into each man’s deeds, but
put to proof the hidden sincerity or iniquity of his heart.
I dare not pronounce on all without exception; and yet,
how many of them feel in their consciences, that, in con-
tending against us, they are hiring out their services to men,
rather than [giving them] to God?

While, throughout your Letter, you treat us without
mercy, towards its conclusion, you pour out the venom
of your bitterness upon us with open mouth. But though
your invectives by no means hurt us, and have already
been partly answered, I would yet ask, what could make
you think of accusing us of avarice? Think you our
Reformers were so dull as not to perceive from the very
outset, that they were entering on a course most ad-
verse to gain and lucre ? And, when they charged you
with greediness, did they not see that they were neces-
sarily binding themselves to temperance and frugality, if
they were not to become ridiculous even to children?
When they showed that the method of correcting that
greediness was to disburden pastors of their excessive
wealth, in order that they might be more at liberty to
care for the Church, did they not spontaneously shut

E
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against themselves the avenue to wealth? KFor what riches
now remained to which they might aspire? What! Would
not the shortest road to riches and honours have been
to have transacted with you at the very first, on the
terms which were offered? How much would your Pontiff
then have paid to many for their silence? How much
would he pay for it, even at the present day? If they
are actuated in the least degree by avarice, why do they
cut off all hope of improving their fortune, and prefer to
be thus perpetually wretched, rather than enrich them-
selves without difficulty, and in a twinkling? But ambi-
tion, forsooth, withholds them! What ground you had
for this other insinuation I see not, since those who first
engaged in this cause could expect nothing else than to
be spurned by the whole world, and those who afterwards
adhered to it exposed themselves knowingly and willingly
to endless insults and revilings from every quarter. But
where is this fraud and inward malice? No suspicion of
such things cleaves to us. Talk of them rather in your
sacred Consistory, where they are in operation every day.

As I hasten to a conclusion, I am compelled to pass by
your calumny, that, leaning entirely to our own judg-
ment, we find not in the whole Church one individual to
whom we think deference is due. That it is a calumny,
I have already sufficiently demonstrated. For, although
we hold that the Word of God alone lies beyond the sphere
of our judgment, and that Fathers and Councils are of
authority only in so far as they accord with the rule of
the Word, we still give to Councils and Fathers such
rank and honour as it is meet for them to hold, under
Christ.

But the most serious charge of all is, that we have
attempted to dismember the Spouse of Christ. Were
that true, both you and the whole world might well re-
gard us as desperate. But I will not admit the charge,
unless you can make out that the Spouse of Christ is
dismembered by those who desire to present her as a
chaste virgin to Christ,—who are animated by a degree of
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holy zeal to preserve her spotless for Christ,—who, seeing
her polluted by base seducers, recall her to conjugal
fidelity,—who unhesitatingly wage war against all the adul-
terers whom they detect laying snares for her chastity.
And what but this have we done? Had not your faction
of a Church attempted, nay, violated her chastity, by
strange doctrines ? Had she not been violently prostituted
by your numberless superstitions? Had she not been
defiled by that vilest species of adultery, the worship of
images ? And because, forsooth, we did not suffer you so
to insult the sacred chamber of Christ, we are said to
have lacerated his Spouse! But I tell you that that lacera-
tion, of which you falsely accuse us, is witnessed not ob-
scurely among yourselves ;—a laceration not only of the
Church, but of Christ himself, who is there beheld miser-
ably mangled. How can the Church adhere to her Spouse,
while she has him not in safety ? For where is the safety
of Christ, while the glory of his justice, and holiness, and
wisdom, is transferred elsewhere ?

But it seems, before we kindled the strife, all was tran-
quillity and perfect peace! True! among pastors, and also
among the common people, stupor and sloth had caused, that
there were almost no controversies respecting religion. But
in the schools, how lustily did sophists brawl? You cannot,
therefore, take credit for a tranquil kingdom, when there was
tranquillity for no other reason than because Christ was silent.
I admit, that, on the revival of the gospel, great disputes
arose, where all was quietness before. But that is unjustly
imputed to our Reformers, who, during the whole course of
their proceedings, desired nothing more than that religion
being revived, the Churches, which discord had scattered and
dispersed, might be gathered together into true unity. And
not to go back upon old transactions, what sacrifices did they,
on a late occasion, decline to make, merely that they might
procure peace to the Churches ? But all their efforts are ren-
dered vain by your opposition. For, while they desire peace,
that along with it the kingdom of Christ may flourish, and
you, on the other hand, think that all which is gained to
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Christ is lost to you, it is not strange that you strenuously
resist. And you have arts by which you can in one day
overturn all that they accomplish for the glory of Christ
in many months. I will not overwhelm you with words,
because one word will make the matter clear. Our Re-
formers offered to render an account of their doctrine. If
overcome in argument, they decline not to submit. To
whom, then, is it owing that the Church enjoys not per-
fect peace, and the light of truth? Go now, and charge
us as seditious, in not permitting the Church to be quiet !

But, (that you might not omit any thing which might
tend to prejudice our cause,) since, during these few years,
many sects have sprung up, you, with your usual can-
dour, lay the blame upon us. See with what fairness,
or even with what plausibility! If we deserve hatred on
that account, the Christian name also must, in times of
old, have deserved it from the ungodly. Therefore, either
cease to molest us on this subject, or openly declare that
the Christian religion, which begets so many tumults in
the world, ought to be banished from the memory of
man! It ought not to hurt our cause in the least, that
Satan has tried in all ways to impede the work of Christ.
It were more to the point to inquire which party has de-
votedly opposed itself to all the sects which have arisen.
It is plain, that while you were idle and fast asleep, we
alone bore all the brunt.

The Lord grant, Sadolet, that you and all your party
may at length perceive, that the only true bond of Eccle-
siastical unity would exist if Christ the Lord, who hath re-
conciled us to God the Father, were to gather us out of
our present dispersion into the fellowship of his body, that
80, through his one Word and Spirit, we might join together
with one heart and one soul.

Basle, September 1, 1539.
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Perceiving that, through the altercation of Doctors and
Preachers with regard to dogmatical points, the great body
of the faithful are in accordance with what Paul writes to
the Ephesians, * like children carried to and fro with every
wind of doctrine,” while it is our duty, as much as in us lies,
to calm the contending billows of opinion ; and being abun-
dantly persuaded of the most holy purpose of His Most
Christian Majesty, it has seemed proper to set down briefly,
in the following order, what, in reference to the Articles
generally controverted, Doctors and Preachers ought to teach,
and the rest of the faithful, with the whole Church, believe.

T8 being a magisterial definition, it is to be observed,
that proofs are not added, because to do so were to derogate
from the ancient privileges of the School of Paris. But for
the sake of certain persons of an over-curious temper, who, in
the present day, will believe nothing that is not fully proved,
I will, though it is superfluous, say something here in pass-
ing in confirmation, or in supplement of the decisions written
above, and to be written below.

First, the place ought to have very great authority in the
Church; and although our masters are deficient in proofs
from Scripture, they compensate the defect by another au-
thority which they have, viz, that of the Church, which is
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equivalent to Scripture, or even (according to the Doctors)
surpasses it in certainty. But that our masters, when con-
gregated in one body, are the Church, is proved from hence,
that they are like the ark of Noah, in as much as they form
a multitude of all kinds of animals.

Secondly, since in the school of Pythagoras the authority
of one man prevailed to such a degree that his ipse dizit
sufficed for proof, how much more ought that which so many
of our masters have together, and with one voice pronounced,
to suffice? Especially seeing that, before coming to a de-
cision, they chanted a low mass of the Holy Spirit, and that
some were illuminated after having broken their, fast, and
others made zealous by the bile still reigning in the stomach.

ANTIDOTE.

When the Apostle forbids us to be like children who are
carried about with every wind of doctrine,” (Eph. iv. 13,) he
at the same time prescribes the method by which it may be
avoided, viz., by all coming together in “the unity of the faith,”
which he defines to be the knowledge of the Son of God.
Moreover, he elsewhere declares, that *faith cometh by the
word of God,” (Rom. x. 17,) For which reason, he, in another
place, also teaches that believers ought to be built ¢ upon
the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets,” (Eph.ii. 20.)
And he exhorts the Colossians to continue in the faith
grounded and settled, and not to be moved away from the
hope of the gospel which ‘they had heard, (Col. i. 23.)
Hence, too, the Thessalonians are deservedly commended by
Luke, (Acts xvii. 11,) because, though they had with great
readiness of mind embraced the doctrine of Paul, they,
notwithstanding, brought it to the test of Scripture. Nor
in any way could the doctrine of Paul, in another pas-
sage, viz., that our faith stands not in the wisdom of men,
but in the power of God, (1 Cor. ii. 4,) be maintained,
unless we depend solely on God ; as it is written, “Incline
your ear, and come unto me : hear, and your soul shall live,”
(Is.lv. 3.) And it is this which the Lord commands by
Jeremiah, “ He that hath my word, let him speak my word
faithfully,” (Jer. xxiii. 28.) Likewise by Peter, “If any
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man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God,” (1 Pet.
iv. 11.) Therefore, whenever any controversy arises, the
proper course is not to settle or decide it by the will of man,
but to set it at rest by the authority of God only. Paul
gives intimation of this when he arms us against Satan with
no other sword than the ¢ word of God,” (Eph. vi. 17.)
Christ also points out the same thing to us by his own ex-
ample. When assailed by Satan, the only resistance which
he opposed to him was passages of Scripture, (Matth. iv. 4.)
Nor otherwise would the eulogium which Paul pronounces
upon it be true, when he declares that it is profitable not
only for doctrine and reproof, but for correction, (2 Tim.
iil. 16.) Now, therefore, that the world is in tumult from
contending opinions, this is the only remedy that we must
use. We must, I eay, flee to Scripture, or, as Isaiah calls it,
(Is. viil. 20,) “to the law and to the testimony,” as a sacred
anchor, that, in accordance with the Apostle’s precept, we
may be like minded one toward another,” but still ¢ acco:

to Christ Jesus,” (Rom. xv. 5.) In the admirable words of
Augustine,—* When an obscure matter is under dispute, no
aid being offered by clear and certain passages of sacred
Scripture, human presumption, which gains nothing by lean-
ing to either side, ought to restrain itself,” (Lib. ii. De Pec-
cator. Merit. et Remiss. in fin)) Therefore, in the contro-
verted questions of the present day, let us follow the counsel
which, according to Theodoret, (Lib. i. Hist. Eccles. cap. 7,)
Constantine gave to the Bishops at the Council of Nice—let
us seek their determination from the pure oracles of God.

ARTICLE 1. OF BaAPTISM.

We must believe, with sure and firm faith, that to all, even in-
Jfants, Baptism is necessary for salvation, and that by means
of it the grace of the Holy Spirit is given.

Proor.—Because otherwise there would be no efficacy in

1 ¢« Ubi enim de re obscurissima disputatur, non adjuvantibus divinarum
scripturarum certis clarisque documentis, cohibere se debet humana pra-
sumptio, nihil faciens in partem alteram declinando.” Augustini Opera,
tom. x. p. 70, Ed. Parisiis, 1696.
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the baptism given by women, which is founded expressly on
the belief that baptism is one of the essentials of salvation,
though the Council of Carthage declared, without any excep-
tion, that women must not presume to baptize. Nay, what
is stronger, Doctors still debate, as a difficult question,
whether an infant, at the point of death, (in periculo mortis,)
if water is not at hand, ought to be plunged into a well
rather than commended to God, to wait the event ; whereas,
if baptism is not essential to salvation, the act would be a
murder deserving of death. There are also other questions,
as to whether, in the absence of ordinary water, an infant
ought to be baptized with lotion, or with artificial or distilled
waters, rather than left as it is till water be procured; also,
whether, in a case of necessity, it be not true baptism to spit
in the face! _All these questions would not only be super-
fluous, but foolish also, did we not hold this principle.
ANTIDOTE TO ARTICLE I.

That in baptism remission of sins, as well as the grace of
the Holy Spirit, is offered and exhibited to us, all the pious
confess. They also acknowledge that infants have need of
it, not as a necessary help to salvation, but as a seal divinely
appointed to seal upon them the gift of adoption. For Paul
teaches that the children of believers are born holy, (1 Cor.
vii. 14.) And, indeed, baptism would not be at all suitable
to them if their salvation were not already included in this
promise,—“ I will be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after
thee.” For they do not become the sons of God through
baptism ; but because, in virtue of the promise, they are heirs
of adoption, therefore the Church admits them to baptism.
And as of old, when the children of the Israelites died before
the eighth day, they suffered not by wanting the sacrament
of circumcision, so now, provided there is no contumacy or
negligence on the part of the parents, the simple promise by
which the children of believers are from the womb adopted
into the fellowship of the Church suffices for their salvation.
For injury is done to Christ if we imagine that the grace of God
is impaired by his advent. But God once gave the name of
sons to all who should be born of Israel, (Ezek. xviii. 4.) Nor



WITH THE ANTIDOTE. 75

do we read that John was baptized, though he was the minister
of baptism to others. We ought, therefore, to hold that, as
in Abraham, the father of the faithful, the righteousness of
faith preceded circumcision, so in the children of the faithful,
in the present day, the gift of adoption is prior to baptism.
According to the words of the promise, “ I will be a God to
thy seed,” (Gen. xvii. 7.) Baptism, however, is a confirma-
tion of this gift, and a help to our faith.

ArTicLE II. OF FREE WILL.

With the same firmness of faith must it be held, that in man
there is a free will with which he can do good or evil, and
by means of which, were he even in mortal sin, he is able,
with the help of God, to rise again to grace.

ProoF.—Because our masters have so determined, after
Aristotle and all the philosophers, who place reason in man
as mistrese instead of the Holy Spirit. And this, moreover,
is founded on an invincible reason—that otherwise there
would be no merit, merit being a work elicited from the
power of free will with the concurring grace of God. And
were will not effective of volition, the order of things moving
and things moved could not well stand. Besides, we should
not be co-operators with God in working out our salvation,
did not the motion and action of the will concur with the
assistance of grace. For when the Lutherans say that co-
operation itself is the gift of God, because the will is re-
formed so as to consent to God, and when they adduce, in
their support, Scripture, and the express words of Augus-
tine, who says, in the beginning of his book, “ De Dono
Perseverantiz,” that God gives his people grace to ad-
here to him perseveringly'—also in his book, “ De Cor-
reptione et Gratia,” where he says, that there is given to us
the grace by which we not only can, but also will, and that
effectually;? and again, that believers are actuated incessantly

! « Asserimus ergo donum Dei esse perseverantiam, qua usque in finem
perseveratur in Christo.” August. Op. t. x. p. 822.
* “Fit quippe in nobis per hanc Dei gratiam in bono recipiendo et per-
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and insuperably by the grace of God—the reply is easy,
that the determination of the Faculty is superior to the
opinion of one Doctor, according to the expression, “ Eyes
see more than eye.” In like manner, when in opposition to
the fundamental principle which I have laid down, viz., that
merit is the effect of the power of free will, they adduce
another saying of Augustine, that grace is all the merit of
the saints'—the solution is, that Augustine did not know
how our masters were to speak in solving the point.
ANTIDOTE TO ARTICLE II

Since the Spirit of God declares that every imagination
of man’s heart from infancy is evil, (Gen. vi. 5; viii. 21;)
that there is none righteous, none that understandeth, none
that seeketh after God, (Ps. xiv. 3;) but that all are use-
less, corrupt, void of the fear of God, full of fraud, bitterness,
and all kinds of iniquity, and have fallen short of the glory
of God, (Rom. iii. 10:) since he proclaims that the carnal
mind is enmity against God, and does not even leave us the
power of thinking a good thought, (Rom. viii. 6; 2 Cor.
iil. 5,) we maintain with Augustine, that man, by mnkmg a
bad use of free will, lost both himself and it, (Lib. iii. ad
Bonifac.) Again, that the will being overcome by the corrup-
tion into which it fell, nature has no liberty, (Homil. in Joan.
53.) Again, that no will is free which is subject to lusts
which conquer and enchain it. Likewise, with Ambrose, (De
Fuga Seculi,) that neither our heart nor our thoughts are in
our own power. In like manner, since God declares that it
is his own work to renew the heart, out of stone to make it
flesh, to write his law on the heart, and put it in the inward
parts, to make us to walk in his precepts, to give both good
will and the result of it, to put the fear of his name into

severantur tenendo, non solum posse quod volumus, verum etiam velle
quod possumus.” August. Op. t. x. p. 771. The following passage from the
same Treatise deserves also to be quoted : * Intelligenda est enim gratia
Dei per Jesum Christum Dominum nostrum qua sola homines liberantur a
malo et sine qua nullum prorsus sive cogitando sive volendo et amando
sive agendo faciunt bonum.”  (Ibid. p. 751.)

! ¢ Gratia illis est omne meritum.” August. Op. t. x. p. 757
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our hearts, that we may never withdraw from it ; in fine, to
finish the work which he has begun in us until the day of
Christ, (Ps. Li. 12 ; Ezek. xxxiv. 26; Jer. xxxi. 33; Phil.
ii. 13; Jer. xxxii. 39; Ezek. xi. 19; Phil. i. 6;) we again
conclude with Augustine, that the children of God are ac-
tuated by his Spirit to do whatever is to be done. Also,
that they are drawn by him, so as out of unwilling to be
made willing. Also, that since the fall it is owing only to
the grace of God that man draws near to him, and that it is
owing only to the same grace that he does not recede from
him, (De Dono Pers. c. 7.)! Also, that we know not that
any good thing which is our own can be found in our will.
Also, because, by the magnitude of the first sin, we lost
the free will of believing in God and living piously, it is
not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, not be-
cause we ought not to will and to run, but because God
effects both, (Lib. ii. De Pecc. Mer. et Remiss., cap. 18.)
Also with St Cyprian, that we ought to glory in nothing,
since nothing is ours, (Epist. 107, ad Vital.)

ArtIicLE ITI. OF PENITENCE.

It is not less certain that to adults, and those having the use of
reason, after the commission of mortal sin, penitence is ne-
cessary ; which penitence consists in contrition, and in sa-
cramental confession, to be made audibly to a priest, and
likewise in satisfaction.

Proor.—It is to be noted that the Lutherans do not
speak doctrinally of penitence, when they say that it is a
turning unto God, which springs from hatred and displea-
sure at sin and love of righteousness ; also, that man ought
to renounce his own will that he may be governed by God.
Also, that he ought to be humbled by perceiving the wrath
-of God and the terrors of death. For contrition is sufficient
for mortal sins, in this sense, that to each single sin a single
act of contrition is commensurate. In regard to confession,

!« Post casum autem hominis nonnisi ad gratiam suam Deus voluit
pertinere, ut homo accedat ad eum, necque nisi ad gratiam suam pertinere
ut homo non recedat ab eo.” August. Op. t. x. p. 828,
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it i8 to be observed that the matter is of divine, but the
form is of positive law ; on this point not only the Lutherans
err, but also the Canonists, who hold that the law of con-
fession is merely positive. But the matter is proved to be of
divine obligation by this, that James says, ¢ Confess one to
another.” This is the raw material ; for, were it not brought
into form ab extra, it would follow that priests ought to con-
fess to laics, since ¢ one another” means reciprocally ; or that
laics would not be capable of confessing, because then they
could not hear the confession of others, but the form was
superadded by Pope Innocent, viz., that the confession should
be made to one’s own priest. This is the magisterial dis-
tinction adopted by all Schools. But the necessity of giving
satisfaction to God is thus proved—without it there would
be no place for what is said of works of supererogation, and,
moreover, what the School holds with regard to remission of
the fault, and retention of the penance, would be false.
And so the Lutherans would make out their point, that
there is nothing we can do which we owe not to God ; also
that we are reconciled to God freely through the satisfac-
tion of Christ. But we ought never to concede this to
them, because, as will be seen farther on, it drags too long
a tail after it, and, in fact, would leave no room for purga-
tory.
ANTIDOTE TO ARTICLE IIIL

The Spirit of God calls us to repentance every where, in
the law, the prophets, and the gospel; at the same time,
he also defines what he understands by the term, when he
orders us to be renewed in our hearts, to be circumcised to
the Lord, to be washed, and to cease from wicked pursuits,
to loose the bond of iniquity bound within us, to rend our
hearts and not our garments, to put off the old man, to
renounce our own desires, and be renewed in the image of
God; besides enumerating, as the fruits of repentance, acts
of charity, and the exercises of a pious and holy life, (Ezek.
xvill. 31; Jer.iv. 4; Is. 1. 16; lviii. 6; Joel ii. 13; Rom.
vi. 6; Col. iii. 10; Eph. iv. 22; Col. iii. 14.) Of confes-
sion to be made in the ear of a priest there is no where
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any mention. Of satisfaction still less. Nay, it is even cer-
tain, that before Innocent the Third, no necessity of con-
fession was imposed on the Christian people; for his de-
cree, made at the Lateran Council, is extant, (Can. Om-
nis utriusque sexus.) Therefore, for about twelve hundred
years the Christian Church had no knowledge of the dogma,
that to repentance auricular confession was essentially re-
quisite. And the words of Chrysostom are clear: “ I do
not say that you must confess to your fellow servant ; let it
be to the Lord,” (Hom. ii. in Psal. 4.) Again, “ It is not
necessary to confess before witnesses. Let a searching out
of sins be made in thought: let the decision be without
a witness: let God alone see thee confessing,” (Serm. de
Peenit. et Confess.) Again, “1 call thee not into the view of
men. Show thy wounds to God, the best physician, that
he may cure them,” (Hom. v. Contra Anome, Hom. iv. de
Lazaro.) 1 do not, indeed, deny, that the practice of con-
fessing is very ancient. But I say that it was free, as Sozo-
men relates in his Ecclesiastical History, where he also attests
that it was abolished at Constantinople, because a certain
matron, under the pretext of confessing, had been caught
with a deacon, (7¥ip. Hist., Lib. ix.) But that a few only
confessed is apparent from his mentioning that only one
presbyter was allotted to the office in each bishopric.
Whence it may easily be inferred, that the practice had
arisen from the solemnity used in public repentance. But
public repentance does not refer to God in the forum of
conscience, but looks to the judgment of the Church, that
the sinner may, by some sign, declare before man what his
mind is before God. In regard to satisfaction, the Scripture
claims, out and out, for Christ this honour, that he is an
expiator for sin, that the chastisement of our peace was
upon him, that through his name only is obtained forgive-
ness of sins, (1 John ii. 2; Is.lvii. 5; Acts x. 43.) In re-
gard to ourselves, it is completed gratunitously and without
works, since Paul declares it to be our high privilege, that
sins are not imputed to us. At the same time, we disap-
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prove not of the satisfaction which the Church exacts of
sinners in token of repentance.

ARTICLE IV. OF JUSTIFICATION BY WORKS.

Moreover, a sinner is not justified by faith alone, but also by
good works, which are so necessary, that without them no
adult can obtain life.

Proor.—First, by a philosophic reason ; righteousness is a
quality, and therefore no man is righteous out of himself,
but on account of the quality of his works. Again, the
ratio of part to part is the same as that of whole to whole.
But perfect obedience of the law is righteousness. There-
fore, partial obedience is a portion of righteousness. But
when the Lutherans place the righteousness of faith in the
predicament of a relation, saying that we are righteous
merely because God accepts us in Christ, according to what
Paul teaches the Ephesians, they act contrary to the whole
gystem of philosophy. Again, when they deny that the
principle of proportion between the whole and the part
applies to this subject, because God promises the reward to
none but those who fulfil his law, pronouncing those cursed
who offend in any one point, I answer, that one who denies
first principles is not to be argued with. Again, we have
another demonstration in our favour. The law of contraries
is the same; but we are condemned on account of bad
works ; therefore we are justified on account of good works.
‘When the Lutherans reply, that one single bad work suf-
fices for condemnation, but that a perfect righteousness is
requisite for salvation, I answer, that it is sufficient for us
to be in part justified by works as above. For when Paul
says, “ The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life,” we must supply, in the second member of the
sentence, “ with the merit of works.” Another demonstra-
tion is, that reward and merit are correlative terms: But
God promises a reward for good works: Therefore, works
merit eternal life, and consequently justify. When the Lu-

4
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therans ridicule this argument, saying that works are re-
warded by God, because they are accepted by Him after
He has justified man freely, that, therefore, the reward de-
pends on the gratuitous acceptance, and must be subordinate
to the righteousness of faith, as the effect to its cause,—I
answer, that my mode of arguing was always used, and
that, therefore, from long custom, it must be held authorita-
tive, that if God rewards works, works therefore justify.
ANTIDOTE TO ARTICLE IV.

The words of Paul are these: ¢ If they which are of the
law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise is of
none effect.”—* Therefore it is of faith, that it might be
by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all
the seed,” (Rom. iv. 14, 16.) He had previously said that
“ the righteousness of God without the law was manifest-
ed through the faith of Christ, in all, and upon all them
that believe,” (Rom. iii. 21.) Likewise, that ¢ all have
come short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by
his grace,” (Rom. iii. 22, 23.) Now, connect this with what
he afterwards writes, “ If by grace, then it is no more of
works ; if of works, then it is no more of grace,” (Rom. xi.
6.) The reason is, as he teaches in another place, “ To
him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but
of debt,” (Rom. iv. 4.) He repeats the same sentiment
to the Ephesians, “ By grace are ye saved.”—* Not of
works, lest any man should boast,” (Eph. ii. 8,9.) What
he means by these words he expounds to the Romans, say-
ing, “ Even as David also describeth the blessedness of
the man unto whom God imputeth righteousness without
works, saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are for-
given, and whose sins are covered,” (Rom. iv. 6, 7.) Like-
wise, “ God was in Christ reconciling the world unto him-
self, not imputing their trespasses unto them.”—* For he
hath made him to be sin for us who knew no sin, that
we might be made the righteousness of God in him,”
(2 Cor. v.19,21.) We see how he teaches that God justifies
men by forgiving their sins. Whence, too, Zacharias terms
it, ¢ the knowledge of salvation,” (Luke i. 77.) The com-

.
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mon mode of interpreting all these passages, with reference
to the ceremonial law, is mere trifling ; for he everywhere
contrasts the proper righteousness of man with the right-
eousness of faith, as in the Epistle to the Romans, “ Going
about to establish their own righteousness, they have not
submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.” And
he subjoins the reason; for the law saith, “ The man which
doeth those things shall live by them,” (Rom. x. 3, 5.)
Also, in the Epistle to the Galatians, he uses this argu-
ment, “ The just shall live by faith. And the law is not of
faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them.
Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being
made a curse for us,” that the promise made to us in
Abraham might be fulfilled through faith, (Gal. iii. 12, 13.)
In like manner to the Philippians, ¢ Not having mine own
righteousness, which is of the law, but the righteousness
which is of God, by faith in Christ,” (Phil iii. 9.) We
conclude, therefore, with Augustine, that not according to
our merits, but according to the mercy of God, the pro-
mise of salvation is sure, (dugust. in Ps. Ixxxviii. Tract I.)
Likewise, with Bernard, that the mercies of the Lord are
all our merit, (Bernard, Serm. vi.;) or, to speak more clear-
ly, we conclude with Basil the Great, (Basil, Serm. de
Humil.,) that there is perfect and entire glorying in God, when
we acknowledge that we are void of any righteousness of
our own, and are justified solely by faith in Christ; as
Paul glories, despising his own righteousness, in order that
all pride and haughtiness may cease, while man is left with-
out any ground of boasting.

ARTICLE V. OF THE TRANSUBSTANTIATION OF THE
Breap INTO Bobpy.

Every Christian is bound to believe, that, in the consecra-
tion of the Eucharist, the bread and wine are converted
into the true body and blood of Christ, the species of bread
and wine only remaining, under which is really contained
the body of Christ, which was born of the Virgin, and
suffered on the cross.
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Proor.—Because such is the authoritative decision of
a General Council which was held by Hildebrand, alias
Gregory the Seventh. But when the Lutherans ridicule
the act of Gregory, bringing forward one Cardinal Breno,
his contemporary, who says, that he appointed a fast of
three days, and ordered a solemn procession to be made,
that he might have a sign from heaven to certiorate him,
and yet, without any revelation from heaven, decided that
that of which he was uncertain was to be held as an article
of faith, I answer, that that Cardinal was envious of the
Pope, and, therefore, wrote with a bad intention. Besides,
Ambrose teaches this doctrine in his book, De Sacramentis.
For, when the Lutherans say that that book is childish, and
unworthy of Ambrose, and when Erasmus also demonstrates
this by many reasons, I answer, it is enough that the name
of Ambrose was long stamped upon it, and that the Master
of Sentences, whose quotations ought to be held authen-
tic, alleges it to be genuine. When the Lutherans ad-
duce Scripture in their favour, there is an easy solution
(by analogy) from the rod of Moses. It is more diffi-
cult to obviate the passages which they allege from the
Fathers, if it be not enough that the Fathers spoke be-
fore the determination of the Council, but that now it
is no longer lawful so to speak. Understand, however,
that should the Sacrament chance to be gnawed by worms
or moths, or corrupted in any other way, in that case,
the substance of bread must have miraculously returned.

ANTIDOTE TO ARTICLE V.

The nature of a Sacrament is to exhibit an invisible
truth under a visible sign. But should the sign be fal-
lacious, what are we to think of the thing signified by
it? The correspondence of the thing with its sign is
indicated by Paul, in the following words :—*“ We being
many, are one bread ; for we are all partakers of that one
bread,” (1 Cor. x. 17.) Therefore, that we may learn from
the Supper that the flesh of Christ is the food of our soul,
it is necessary that the bread be there set forth as an
image of the reality ; as Paul also says, “ The bread which
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we break is the communion of the body of Christ,” (1 Cor.
x. 17.) But if what appears there is only an empty ap-
pearance of bread, and not the substance, the power and
efficacy of the Sacrament are gone. In this way, too, the
holy Fathers spoke : Irensus :'—As that which is bread of
the earth, on receiving its call from God, is no longer
common bread, but Eucharist, consisting of two things,
an earthly and a heavenly, (Lib. iv., advers Valent.) And
a canon of the Council of Nice is as follows :—Let us not
be grovellingly intent on the bread and cup set before us,
but, with a mind elevated by faith, let us, at that holy
table, contemplate the Lamb of God. Cyprian:>—~When
the Lord gives the name of his body to bread, compoeed
of the union of many particles, he indicates, that our
people, whose sins he bore, are united. And when he
calls wine, squeezed out from bunches of grapes, his body,
he intimates that our flock, likewise, are joined together
by the admixture of a united multitude, (in Epist. ad
Magnum.) So also, Fulgentius calls it the sacrament of
the bread and cup, (Fulg. ad Mony.) In fine, as Augus-
tine says, If the sacraments had no resemblance to the
things which they signify, they would certainly not be
sacraments, (Epist. 23, ad Bonif.) Whence, too, some of
the Fathers called it bread sanctified in the body of Christ.
But of what nature the exhibition of our Lord’s body is,
we may learn from Augustine, whose words are, “ Doubt
not that the man Christ is now there, whence he will come
in the same visible form and substance with which he was
seen to ascend. To that form and substance he undoubt-
edly gave immortality, but did not destroy its nature.

V ¢ Quemadmodum enim qui est a terra panis percipiens vocationem Dei,
jam non communis panis est, sed Eucharistia, ex duabus rebus constans,
terrena et ccelesti,” Lib. iii. c. xviii.

2 « Nam quando Dominus corpus suum panem vocat de multorum gran-
orum adunatione congestum, populum nostrum quem portabat indicat aduna-
tum, et quando sanguinem suum vinum appellat de botris atque acinis pluri-
mis expressum atque in unum coactum, gregem item nostrum significat com.
mixtione adunate multitudinis copulatum.” (Ep. 75, ad Magnum.)
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For we must beware, not so to raise the divinity of the
man, as to destroy the reality of the body,” (in Epist.
ad Dard. 7.) The meaning is, not that we are to think
an empty symbol is offered to us, but that if we wish to
receive Christ as he is truly given to us, we must raise our
hearts upwards.

ARrTICLE VI. OF THE SACRIFICE OF THE Mass.

The sacrifice of the Mass is, according to the institution of
Christ, available for the living and the dead.

ProoF.—Because Christ says, ¢ This do.” But to do is
to sacrifice, according to the passage in Virgil, “ When I
will do with a calf in place of corn, do you yourself come.”
As to which signification, see Macrobius. But when the
Lutherans deride that subtlety, because Christ spoke with
the Apostles in the common Hebrew or Syriac tongue, and
the Evangelists wrote in Greek, answer, that the common
Latin translation outweighs them. And it is well known
that the sense of Scripture must be sought from the deter-
mination of the Church. But of the value of sacrifice for
the living and the dead we have proof from experience.
For many visions have appeared to certain holy monks when
asleep, telling them that by means of masses souls had been
delivered from Purgatory. Nay, Saint Gregory redeemed
the soul of Trajan from the infernal regions.

ANTIDOTE TO ARTICLE VI.

The institution of Christ is,  Take and eat,” Matth. xxvi.
26 ; Mark xiv. 22,) but not offer. Therefore, sacrifice is not
conformable to the institution of Christ, but is plainly re-
pugnant to it. Besides, it is evident from Scripture that it
is the peculiar and proper office of Christ to offer himself;
as an apostle says, that by one offering he has for ever per-
fected those that are sanctified. Also, “that once, in the
end of the world, hath he appeared to put away sin by the
sacrifice of himself.” Also, that after this sanctification,
there remains no more oblation, (Heb. ix. 26 ; x. 12.) For
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to this end also was he consecrated a priest after the order
of Melchisedec, without successor or colleague, (Heb. v. 6 3
vii. 21.) Christ, therefore, is robbed of the honour of the
priesthood, when the right of offering is transferred to others.
Lastly, no man ought to assume this honour unless called
by God, as an apostle testifies. But we read of none having
been called but Christ. On the other hand, since the pro-
mise is destined for those only who communicate in the sacra-
ment, by what right can it belong to the dead ?

ArTIcLE VII. OrF COMMUNION IN ONE KIND.

To laics, Communion under both kinds is not necessary for
salvation ; and of old, for certain and just causes, it was
rightly enacted by the Church that they should communicate
only in one kind, viz. bread.

Proor.—Because there is a danger that the wine might
be spilled. But when the Lutherans ask whether the
Church was wiser than Christ, in foreseeing an inconvenience
for which Christ had not well provided, I answer, that Christ
foresaw it well, but was silent, because he wished to try the
wisdom of the Church in this matter. There is also another
inconvenience. The body of the Lord ought to be preserv-
ed in the ciborium to be given to the sick. But if the blood
were preserved it would become vinegar, and so, on account
of the corruption, would no longer be blood. Nay, the Lu-
therans would deride us, saying, Is it not very plain that it
is wine? And so this would be against the doctrine of tran-
substantiation. Thirdly, There is this reason, that priests
should have some privilege, in order to keep down the pride
of the laity. Fourthly, There is force in the argument
drawn from concomitance, let the Lutherans prate as they
may about our obligation to follow and observe the dispen-
sation of Christ, which he instituted in adaptation to our
infirmity. Also, there would be still another danger if the
blood were given to be drunk. The taste might beget in the
laity a suspicion that it was still wine. And thence many
scandals would arise. But if it be argued that the Church



WITH THE ANTIDOTE. 87

has no power to supersede the precepts of Christ, I answer,
that the word “drink” ought to be taken in the sense of
exhorting, so that it will be a counsel and not a precept.
There is another reason which I dare scarcely allege, though
it well deserves to be produced. There are some abstemious
persons who do not drink wine, and who, however, are not
to be deprived of the other species. I deferred producing
this reason, because the Lutherans scoff, saying, that if our
doctrine is true it is no longer wine, but blood.
ANTIDOTE TO ARTICLE VII.

The command of Christ is, ¢ Drink ye all of it,” (Matth.
xxvi. 27.) Nay, after he had simply said of the bread,
¢« Take, eat,” when he came to the cup he expressly ordered
all to drink. Paul declares that he delivered this to the
Corinthians as he had received of the Lord, (1 Cor. xi. 23.)
The argument which is wont to be derived from concomi-
tance has here no place. For it behoves us to consider not
only what Christ gives, but also in what manner, or (if you
will) regard must be had to the mode in which the Lord
wishes us to communicate with himself. Therefore, as he
gives us his body under the bread, so also he gives his blood
under the cup. Hence, nothing remains for us but to obey
his command by taking from his hands the symbols which
he stretches forth to us, that we may enjoy the reality. We
being corporeal, he, as Chrysostom reminds us, (Hom. 60, ad
Popul.,) in adaptation to our capacity, dispenses spiritual
things to us under the form of visible. This rite was ob-
served in the Church above a thousand years, as the writings
of all the Fathers testify. ¢ The flesh,” says Tertullian, (De
Resur. Carnis.,) “is fed with the body and blood of Christ,
that the soul may be filled with God.” And Theodoret re-
lates the words of Ambrose to the Emperor Theodosius,
(Lib. iii. Ecclesiast. Hist. c. 8.) “ How, with such hands,
will you take up the sacred body of the Lord? how will
you dare to lift the cup of precious blood to your lips?”
Jerome says, (in Soph.,) “The priests who perform the
Eucharist, and distribute to the people the blood of the
Lord.” Also Chrysostom, (in 2 ad Cor. c. 9,) “The priest
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did not, as in the old law, eat part, and give part to the
people ; but all things which belong to the Eucharist are
common to the priest and the people. One body is set be-
fore all, and one cup.” But there is no controversy as to
the observance, which all admit to have been of this descrip-
tion. And that, in the opinion of all, it behoves to be so ob-
served, is evident from the decree of Gelasius, who orders
that those who abstain from the cup be kept back from the
whole sacrament ; for, says he, the division of this mystery
is not without great sacrilege, (Can. Comperimus de Consec.
Dist. 2.) And Cyprian strenuously contends (Epist. 2 de
Lapsis) that this sacrilege ought by no means to be allowed.

ArTicLE VIII. Or THE POWER OF CONSECRATING.

Moreover, to priests only, ordained according to the ritual of
the Church, has Christ given the power of consecrating the
true body of Christ, and of absolving from sin in the forum
of penitence.

ProoF.—Because the bishop, in giving ordination, pro-
nounces these words, “ We give thee the power of consecrat-
ing, and of offering to God expiatory sacrifices.” But it is
asked, what ritual of the Church our masters mean, since
the ceremonies which we use were not in existence among
the Apostles, or their contemporaries. To this I answer,
that the privilege was given to them by special dispensation.
But if any one rejoins concerning their successors, who also,
for many years, were neither anointed nor ordained after our
way and manner, I say, that the whole of that time ought to
be left in doubt, and well deserves to be so, because as yet
nothing was concluded concerning transubstantiation.

ANTIDOTE TO ARTICLE VIII.

We acknowledge that priests are stewards of the mysteries
of God, (1 Cor. iv. 1,) and, therefore, legitimate dispensers
of the Supper; but priests ordained after the ritual of Christ
and the Apostles, and also of the ancient Church, in which
merely imposition of hands was used, without anointing
and other follies, (Acts xiii. 3.) In ordination the thing
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chiefly to be looked at is the end, and the office to which
priests are destined, (1 Tim. iv. 14; 2 Tim. i. 6.) Priests
ought, moreover, to be appointed according to the command
of God, and the rule of Scripture, not to sacrifice, but to
govern the Church, and feed the flock with the word of the
Lord, and administer the sacraments. As to the power of
absolution, the true doctrine is, that the ministry of recon-
ciliation has been given to true pastors, in order that by
their doctrine, 7. e., the preaching of the gospel, they may ab-
solve men from their sins by bringing them back into favour
with God. This, however, is not affixed to their persons,
but to the word, and has, therefore, been given to the word
rather than to the men, in order that the remission of grace,
by whomsoever proffered, may procure complete absolution
in the forum of conscience. ¥or though it is said especially
to the Apostles, “ Whose sins soever ye remit, they are re-
mitted unto them,” (John xx. 23;) yet, that the keys are
given to the whole Church, is acknowledged by the holy
Fathers; in particular, by Cyprian and Augustine, to whom
the others assent. (De Simpl. Prealator. Hom. 50 et 124,
in Joan.; Item, De Doctr, Christ. Lib. i. c. 18.) For remis-
sion of sins in Christ, by whomsoever it is announced, is true
absolution.

ArTicLE IX. OF INTENTION TO CONSECRATE.

It is certain that priests, even if they be wicked and in mor-
tal sin, consecrate the true body of Christ, if, indeed, they
intend to consecrate it.

Proor.—Since otherwise the caution would be super-
fluous, nay irrational, that the sacrament ought to be adored
with implicit faith, that is, under this condition, if the priest,
when celebrating mass, had an intention of consecrating, an
intention not only habitual, but, at the moment, existing
in the very act. But in opposition, it is said, that in this
way a priest might annihilate a sacrament. To this I an-
swer, that there is no sacrament when there is no intention,
SECOND PrOOF.—Because it would be superfluous, nay even
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_foolish, for the Doctors to discuss such questions as these, If
there are a hundred hosts and one, and the priest intends to
consecrate the hundred only, what would then be the result ?
‘Would not one of them remain bread? Moreover, which of
them all would, in that case, be set aside as bread ? or rather,
whether, as the intention was allusive, ought it not to be in
like manner inefficacious in all, and will it not be necessary
to begin anew? But as to what the Lutherans say about the
duty of pronouncing the words distinctly, and with a loud
voice, there is nothing in it, because it is more accordant with
the dignity of the mystery to repeat them in a low voice.

ANTIDOTE TO ARTICLE IX.

Christ does not say to one, If you wish you shall have
my body, and give it to others, but he addresses all alike,
when he promises that he will give his body ; the promise be-
ing directed to those to whom it is said, “ Take, eat,” (Matth.
xxvi. et alibi.) Therefore, it is not in the power of any
wicked man whatever, nor even in that of the devil, to make
this promise fruitless. And to this the expressions of the
Fathers refer, when they say that nothing is detracted from
the sacrament, and that none of its virtue is lost, whoever be
the minister; (Augustine in all his writings against the Dona-
tists, et alibi.) We conclude, therefore, that nothing is more
absurd than to leave it at the determination, or rather at the
caprice, of a wicked minister to deprive the Church of the
benefits of Christ as oft as he shall think fit. Nor, indeed,
is it less absurd to pretend that priests have the power of
consecrating whenever they please, though it should be con-
trary to the institution of Christ; for the promise is sub-
ordinate to the command to which it is annexed. There-
fore, those only have the body of Christ who celebrate the
sacrament according to the rule laid down by him. And
hence we conclude, that the consecration is frivolous, and of
no value, when the priest dares to consecrate for himself
alone, apart from others; for, “ This is my body,” are not
words of magical incantation, but contain a promise subser-
vient to the action instituted by Christ. Whence, too, it is
evident that they act improperly when they mutter in a low
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whisper, instead of pronouncing, as they ought, openly, and
with a clear voice. This is obvious from the context, % Take,
eat; this is my body.” For which reason, Augustine calls
the word of consecration the word of faith, which is preach-
ed, (Hom. in Jogn. 80.)

ARTICLE X. OF CONFIRMATION AND UNCTION.

Confirmation and extreme unction are two sacraments instituted
by Christ ; by means of these the grace of the Holy Spirit is
given.

Proor.—For otherwise the Aurelian Council would blas-
pheme, when it says, (Refert. de Consecrat., cap. 5, c. Ut jejunii,)
that no man can be a complete Christian who has not been
chrismed by Episcopal consecration. Also, Pope Melchiades
would blaspheme, when he says that by baptism we are re-
generated to life, by confirmation armed for the fight; and
much more 8o, when he says that this sacrament is to be re-
verenced and held in greater veneration than that of baptism.
But another peremptory proof is, that nought is done in the
Church with greater pomp and solemnity than the consecra-
tion of the holy chrism. Whence it appears, that as well
extreme unction as confirmation ought to be held in the
highest honour, and ought not to be brought into doubt, as
if they were of human invention.

ANTIDOTE TO ARTICLE X.

We read that the Apostles, by the laying on of hands,
conferred visible influences of the Spirit, (Acts xix. 6.) But
experience demonstrates that this was a temporary gift.
Nay, the most ancient writers declare that it ceased imme-
diately after the death of the Apostles. We admit that their
successors retained the ceremony of laying on of hands when
the young made a confession of their faith. But this was
not done in order that it might be regarded as a sacrament
instituted by Christ; for Augustine affirms that it is no-
thing else than prayer, (Lib. iii. De Bapt. Cont. Donat. c.
16.) The same account is to be given of extreme unction;
for we know that it was the symbol of a temporary gift,
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which did not last long after the Apostles. The Apostles,
in the name of the Lord, anointed those to whom they ex-
hibited the power of the Holy Spirit, as present in the gift of
healing, (Mark vi. 13.) James bids this be done, (James v.
14.) But now where is the healing, when men half dead are
anointed just as they are breathing their last? Those who
now use the symbols without the reality are not imitators,
but apes of the Apostles.

ARTICLE XI. OF THE MIRACLES OF THE SAINTS.
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