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Abstract

This project explores questions of access, ownership, and management of the â€œpublicâ€ � spaces in New Town,
New Urbanist, and conservation development projects. For many urbanists, public spaces are essential to the
formation of engaged citizens and the nurture of public life. In classical Greece and Rome, medieval Europe, and early
Anglo- and Latin American towns, central public spaces were the focus of cultural and political life. As spaces open to
all for formal gatherings, unplanned encounters, protests, ritual celebrations, and everyday leisure, public spaces are
thought to serve important roles in civic life.  

These ideals of urban public space have been undermined by several urban development trends. Suburban
decentralization has not produced the same kinds of focal places. Automobile-oriented designs have led to the
elimination of sidewalks and the reduction of public right-of-way to machine space. Commercial buildings now open
onto privately-owned parking lots rather than public squares and sidewalks. Gated communities and private streets
restrict public access. The growth of common interest developments (CIDs) with their private pools, playgrounds,
and tennis courts has led to reduced support for public facilities. Homeownerâ€™s associations in the United States
now number in excess of 320,000, privately governing the activities of more than 20% of the U.S. population and
80% of new residential construction (Fraser et al. 2015). Meanwhile, many central city revitalization projects have
produced spaces that look like public spaces but in fact are privately owned and controlled. Examples in London
include Paternoster Square, Granary Square, Elephant Park, Bishops Square, and Garden Bridge.  Visitors may sit on a
bench but undesirable persons are quickly shooed away and undesirable activities such as protests, public speeches,
sleeping, or photography may prompt a stern warning from the private security guards .     

The New Towns movement was a mid-20th century movement that sought to improve on conventional suburban
development through greater provision of shared trails and high-quality public spaces. Leading U.S. examples
include Reston, Virginia, Columbia, Maryland, Johnathan, Minnesota, and Irvine, California. But the New Towns
movement was also closely aligned with the rise of CIDs and homeowners associations. The New Urbanism is a
normative urban planning movement that claims that a built environment featuring mixed use buildings, sidewalks,
front porches, and public squares will promote social interaction and civic engagement. But as a design-led
movement, New Urban thinkers do not address the legal geographies of public space and the privatization of urban
land. The conservation development concept is an attempt to improve upon large-lot exurban development by
clustering houses and creating shared open spaces for organic agriculture, recreation, or ecosystem preservation.
The ideals of conservation developments are driven by conservation concerns and again fail to address the legal
geographies of the shared open space. Thus, this project addresses this gap in the planning literature by
documenting and mapping the control of spaces within such developments.  

Fraser, Bazuin, and Hornberger. 2015. The Privatization of Neighborhood Governance and the Production of Urban
Space. Environment and Planning A. 0 (0): 1-27

Project
Outcome

At a minimum, I expect the student will produce a research poster suitable for presentation at a regional geography
meeting. I have done some prior work on this topic and expect that we will have sufficient results to create a journal
publication for an outlet such as Landscape Planning, Urban Geography, or Environment and Planning A. The
empirical results will also inform an ongoing writing project--a Calvin Shorts volume entitled, Cultivating Good
Places. I finished a first dra  in August 2017, and plan to complete the final manuscript during early summer 2018.
One chapter of my Calvin Shorts is about public spaces where I argue that public spaces are vital to making healthy
communities.    




