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The Ready for Life Academy at Calvin College 

“I like my classes and I like to learn. I like to see my friends here and to hang out with them. Ready for Life 
is a very good program and it helps you learn! Very nice teachers!” 

“Ready for Life at Calvin College is very important! I love Calvin College. Always remember, forget about 
Hope and J. loves Calvin College!” 

“I like going to chapel; it’s fun. On some days we’re doing loud music and singing. I learn about Children’s 
Literature books in my class and I take a walking class with my mentor. . . . She is my favorite girl. I am in a 
Footloose Broadway dance (for Dance Guild). We learn the steps and the dance moves on Wednesdays. Calvin 
College is fun here!” 

These are a few of the enthusiastic comments from the Calvin Ready for Life Academy (RFLA) students (includ-
ing J., who transferred from Hope when we began our Calvin program). RFLA is an inclusive college transition 
program for students identified with intellectual disabilities. Academy students participate in traditional Calvin 
courses and take Academy courses that focus on core areas of transition taught by a certified special educator. 

Over the past three semesters, Academy students have participated in 14 different Calvin classes taught by 
12 different Calvin professors. While Academy students do not earn college credit, they do learn and grow and 
develop interpersonal skills as they engage with peers and professors and become an integral part of the class-
room community. Professors who have taught Academy students report: 

• “Having J in my class provided an ‘inside’ look into support programs for individuals with disabilities. 
This student has lived and lives life that includes receiving support services from schools and agencies. 
We have learned much from hearing about his experiences.” 

• “C and J were both great in my class . . . and the Calvin students responded well to them.” 
• The Academy “is valuable on many fronts. It is good for the regular students to interact with the RFLA 

students.” 

Twenty-five Calvin students served as mentors this past year, supporting the Academy students in their 
courses. These mentor relationships often go beyond the organized mentoring relationship and become friend-
ships with opportunities to share meals and attend evening events together on Calvin’s campus. 

RFLA is an important addition to Calvin’s campus and to our commitment to being an inclusive community 
with an appreciation for each person and the unique gifts they bring. There will be more Academy students 
joining us next year; please consider welcoming a student into one of your classes. RFLA instructor Amber Gil-
liland (amg35@calvin.edu) would welcome the chance to talk to you about the program. 

Phil Stegink, Amber Gilliland, Jim Rooks 

Congratulations 

Kristen Alford and Julie Yonker received $11,855 from the CIC Intergenerational Connections Program to 
enhance connections between undergraduate students and older adults in the community. Several departments 
and programs will work together to serve community needs and Calvin’s mission simultaneously involving one 
hundred students and sixty older adult participants. 

Tracy Kuperus received a CCCU grant of $18,000 for her project “Shaping Citizenship: Christian Institu-
tions and Youth in Africa.” 

Kevin den Dulk also received a CCCU grant of $18,000 for “Reexamining Evangelical Populism and Evan-
gelical Internationalism.” 



From the Faculty Activity Reports 

• Ryan Balili (Physics and Astronomy), “Multiple-Photon Excitation of Nitrogen Vacancy Center in Dia-
mond,” American Physical Society, Physical Review B 97, no. 13 (April 1, 2018). 

• Matt Halteman (Philosophy), “We Are All Noah: Tom Regan’s Olive Branch to Religious Animal Eth-
ics,” Between the Species 21, no. 1 (2018): 151–177. 

• Judith Vander Woude (SPAUD) “Strengthening Our Undergraduate Programs” (lecture, Council of 
Academic Programs in Communication Sciences and Disorders Annual Conference, Austin, TX, April 
11, 2018). 

Be sure to fill out your Faculty Activity Reports regularly. If you have questions, see the FAQ page. 

Coming Up on Campus (Check the campus calendar for a full list of events) 

Monday, April 30 
• Chapel. Reginald Smith. 10:00 a.m., Chapel 
• Lecture. Herman Sullivan, “Multiple Sclerosis: A Modern Neurotherapeutic View.” 6:00 p.m., Meeter 

Center lecture hall 
• Kuyper Conference Prize lecture. Daniel Bourdanné, “The Change in Christianity in Africa: Moving 

Beyond the Demographic Significance, Building Lasting Impact and Articulating New Imagination for 
the Flourishing of African Society.” 7:00 p.m., Chapel 

Tuesday, May 1 
• Chapel. Lectio divina with Bob Crow and Pastor Joella. 10:00 a.m., Chapel 
• A Conversation with Cornelis van der Kooi (Free U) and Cory Willson (Calvin Seminary). 3:30 p.m., 

Meeter Center lecture hall 
• Philosophy honors student presentation. Kaitlyn Eekhof, “Oxymoronic Views of Objectivity: A 

Heideggerian Account on the Conflict of Academic Feminism.” 4:00 p.m., Hiemenga Hall 334 

Wednesday, May 2 
• Chapel. Senior story with Pastor Mary and Ben Feikema. 10:00 a.m., Chapel 
• Bouma Lecture Series Implicit Bias workshop. Sign up here. 8:00–10:20 a.m., Commons Lecture Hall 
• Bouma Lecture Series lecture. Patricia Devine and William Cox (U of Wisconsin), “Empowering Peo-

ple to Break the Prejudice Habit: Creating Inclusion and Reducing Bias.” 4:00 p.m., Gezon Auditorium 

Thursday, May 3 
• Board of Trustees. 8:00 a.m. 
• Chapel. Sounds of Gospel worship with Nate Glasper Jr. 10:00 a.m., Chapel 
• Nursing seminar. Student presentations. 5:00 p.m., Science Building 110 

Friday, May 4 
• Board of Trustees. 8:00 a.m. 
• Chapel. Student worship team. 10:00 a.m., Chapel 
• Calvin Center for Innovation in Business Leadercast Live Conference. Register here. 9:00 a.m., CFAC 

auditorium.  
• Biology seminar. Randall Van Dragt, “Prophetic Landscapes: A Memoir on Lessons of Place.” 1:30 

p.m., Science Building 010 
• Tributes and Awards Dinner.  6:00 p.m. (5:30 punch), Prince Conference Center. Contact 

hrienstr@calvin.edu for registration questions. 

https://journals.aps.org/prb/abstract/10.1103/PhysRevB.97.134112
https://journals.aps.org/prb/abstract/10.1103/PhysRevB.97.134112
http://digitalcommons.calpoly.edu/bts/vol21/iss1/6/
http://digitalcommons.calpoly.edu/bts/vol21/iss1/6/
https://www.calvin.edu/offices-services/provost/resources/faculty-resources/faculty-activity-reporting/
https://www.calvin.edu/offices-services/provost/resources/faculty-resources/faculty-activity-reporting/faq.html
https://calvin.edu/calendar/
https://calvin.edu/events/kuyper-conference/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bouma-lecture-series-implicit-bias-workshop-tickets-45111185771
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/calvin-college-leadercast-2018-staff-faculty-tickets-43141795271
mailto:hrienstr@calvin.edu
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