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What’s Next? 

This past Monday, renowned sociologist Robert Bullard capped off the Just Citizenship series with a 
lecture on environmental justice. His talk addressed a number of intersecting issues, including pollu-
tion, climate change, racism, poverty, public health, education, and policy making. The high-flying 
overview left a sobering impression of the work that remains to be done for those Americans who claim 
“justice for all” as a core value. Bullard was emphatic in his desire to spur action among his listeners, 
asserting that he does “kick-butt sociology” in order to motivate people to do something about the 
injustices around us. 

Education-for-action was indeed the intended theme of the Just Citizenship series, and commu-
nity engagement involving face-to-face dialogue was an important goal. Here is A BIG THANK YOU 
to all who helped along the way: to each of the 12 guest speakers and panelists who made a special trip 
to Calvin for an event; to the 27 Calvin colleagues who presented or moderated in the panel discus-
sions; and to Jenna Hunt and the Event Services team for making everything work. 

We have already heard people asking, “What’s next? Will Just Citizenship continue in the fall?” 
There’s no clear answer yet. Calvin has good reasons for continuing to sponsor the kinds of discussions 
we’ve been having, but there may also be reasons for changing the format of the discussions and 
branching into different media. Here are some ideas for new ways to move forward: (1) Faculty devel-
opment in the area of communicating scholarship for public audiences; (2) Regular Just Citizenship 
“lunch-ins,” featuring three 10-minute lunchtime talks by Calvin faculty; (3) Topical videos for Calvin’s 
YouTube channel (yes, we have a channel; now we need to generate and maintain good content); (4) a 
Calvin faculty blog on contemporary issues. If you like any of these ideas, or if you want to suggest 
ideas of your own, please let me know! 

Matthew Walhout, dean for research and scholarship 

From the Faculty Activity Reports 

• Johnathan Bascom (Geology, Geography, and Environmental Studies), “The State of GIS Ed-
ucation in Africa” (lecture, National Conference of the Association of American Geographers, 
Boston, MA, April 9, 2017). 

• Rebecca Konyndyk DeYoung (Philosophy), “Discipleship and Disordered Loves” (lecture, 
2017 WIC Lecture Series, Lookout Mountain, GA, February 16, 2017). 

• Bill Romanowski (Communication Arts and Sciences), “A Tale of Two Movies: Protestants, 
Catholics and Prior Censorship in Post–World War II Hollywood,” Cinema Journal 56, no. 3 
(Spring 2017): 74–94. 

Be sure to fill out your Faculty Activity Reports regularly. If you have questions, see the FAQ page. 

Coming Up on Campus (Check the campus calendar for a full list of events) 

Monday, May 8 
• Chapel. Rodrigo Cano (Alas Conexion Church). 10:00 a.m., Chapel 

https://www.calvin.edu/offices-services/provost/resources/faculty-resources/faculty-activity-reporting/
https://www.calvin.edu/offices-services/provost/resources/faculty-resources/faculty-activity-reporting/faq.html
https://calvin.edu/calendar/


• Q&A regarding Coordinated Student Care. 12:30 p.m., SC 382 
• Gender Studies end-of-year party. 3:30 p.m., Spoelhof Center atrium 

Tuesday, May 9 
• Chapel. Storytelling: We Will Never Stop Living. 10:00 a.m., Chapel 
• Stan Haan reception. 2:30 p.m. (brief program at 2:45), De Vries Hall atrium 
• Pat Buist, Rich Huisman, and Kathy Bremer retirement celebration. 4:00 p.m., DeVries Hall 

atrium 
• Faculty Senate. 4:30 p.m., Commons Annex alumni board room 

Wednesday, May 10 
• Chapel. Sounds of Latino worship. 10:00 a.m., Chapel 
• History Department end-of-year awards party. 3:30 p.m., Meeter Center lecture hall 

Thursday, May 11 
• Friday class schedule in effect 
• Chapel. Senior songfest. 10:00 a.m., Chapel 
• Biology seminar. Jonathan LeCureux (Colorado State U), “From Calvin to Colorado: Adventures 

in Microbiology.” 1:30 p.m., SB 010 
• Calvin Environmental Assessment Program poster session. Peg Donnelly (EPA), “Flint Drinking 

Water Response.” 3:30 p.m., Bytwerk Theatre, DeVos Communication Center 
• Sandra Clevenger and Dianne Zandstra retirement reception. 3:30 p.m., Spoelhof atrium 

Friday, May 12 
• Reading Recess 
• Spring semester final exams begin. 6:30 p.m. 
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