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Energy 

Energy. There is a great deal of energy surrounding us right now. The world feels particularly full of uncertainty 
and of possibilities both wonderful and terrible. Government, church, higher education, popular culture—these 
and many other sectors of society seem to be searching for new footing, new paradigms. Change is unavoidable, 
now and ever, but now it seems particularly omnipresent. Harnessing energy for faithfulness and a positive 
presence in society and the world is a challenge for all of us. In the wake of a contentious election season and in 
the midst of a set of political changes, many of us are wondering what faithfulness looks like. Research? Inno-
vation? Resistance? Teaching? Advocacy? Service? What does our mission mean—to equip students to think 
deeply, act justly, and live wholeheartedly as Christ’s agents of renewal—here and now? 

One facet of the change energy that has emerged recently is an argument against civic engagement education 
in colleges and universities. Stanley Fish has long made this argument but hasn’t garnered much support. But a 
525-page report released in early January by the National Association of Scholars argues that the “New Civics” 
(a category in which they lump all civic engagement and service-learning activity) is bent on replacing tradi-
tional “civics” with a radical activist agenda. Suffice it to say, the report has been a source of much commentary 
in the orbit of the Center for Community Engagement and Global Learning at Calvin. Rather than putting for-
ward a polarizing caricature of a broad and diverse pedagogical and developmental movement, as the NAS re-
port has done, we think that students and faculty are capable of engaging both “old” and “new” civics, and many 
other forms of teaching, learning, and civic engagement. We are regularly impressed with the creativity of our 
colleagues as we all seek to meaningfully equip students as agents of effective renewal, for Christ. And our three 
offices continue to come alongside colleagues, in teaching and learning, in programming, in creative partner-
ship, even in civic engagement activities. Harry Boyte, the director of the Sabo Center for Democracy and Citi-
zenship at Augsburg College, wrote eloquently in last week’s HuffPost that “to build democracy we have to get 
beyond inflamed polarization,” and we commend his ideas to you in a time of uncertainty and challenge. 

Jeff Bouman, Don DeGraaf, Gail Heffner 
 Center for Community Engagement and Global Learning 

Welcome to New Faculty 

Dawn Frambes joined the Nursing Department in January in a tenure-track position after graduating from 
Michigan State in December with her PhD in nursing; her research focused on the health of caregivers of pa-
tients with cancer. She and her husband moved to Grand Rapids over the holidays, a welcome return after mov-
ing from the area 26 years ago! She is teaching Nursing Leadership in the spring and Community Health in the 
fall. 

Announcing: Student Concern Form 

A focus for this academic year has been the development and implementation of a campus-wide coordinated 
care project to help us better support all of our students. We are happy to announce a general concern form to 
report a wide range of concerns for students (attendance, academic progress, classroom behavior, retention 
concerns, safety/wellbeing, etc.). The information will be directed to the coordinated care team. If you have any 
questions, please contact Thea Brophy. 

http://www.chronicle.com/article/Citizen-Formation-Is-Not-Our/238913
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/to-build-democracy-we-have-to-get-beyond-inflamed-polarization_us_589dda3be4b080bf74f03b3b
http://www.calvin.edu/go/concern
mailto:tjb28@calvin.edu


Looking for Students to Share Their Stories 

Communications and Marketing is looking for students willing to share their stories or be in a photo shoot 
describing how everyday students are thinking deeply, acting justly, and living wholeheartedly. If you know a 
student who might be interested, please encourage them to fill out a quick online survey. 

From the Faculty Activity Reports 

• Matt Heun (Engineering), “From Theory to Econometrics to Energy Policy: Cautionary Tales for Poli-
cymaking using Aggregate Production Functions,” Energies 10, no. 2 (February 10, 2017). 

• James K. A. Smith (Philosophy), “Publieke theologie reformeren: Neocalvinisme en pluralism,” Ra-
dix: Tijdschrift over geloof, wetenschap en samenleving 42, no. 3 (December 2016): 174–189. 

• Jolene Vos-Camy (French), “Les Aventures de la Comtesse d’Isembourg et le témoignage d’une sœur 
de la Visitation,” (lecture, Australian Society for French Studies, Adelaide, Australia, December 7, 
2016). 

Be sure to fill out your Faculty Activity Reports regularly. If you have questions, see the FAQ page. 

Coming Up on Campus (Check the campus calendar for a full list of events) 

Monday, February 20 
• Chapel. Reginald Smith. 10:00 a.m., Chapel 
• Just Citizenship Series panel discussion. Christina Edmondson, Tracy Kuperus, Bob Schoone-Jongen, 

Micah Watson, “Nationalism, Democracy, and Religion: Checking the Blind Spots.” 3:30 p.m., Chapel 

Tuesday, February 21 
• Chapel. “Storytelling: Jesus Moved into Our Neighborhood.” 10:00 a.m., Chapel 

Wednesday, February 22 
• Chapel. Sounds of African worship. 10:00 a.m., Chapel 
• History colloquium. John Fry (Trinity), “This Is What Men Call God: The Faith of Laura Ingalls Wil-

der.” 3:30 p.m., Meeter Center lecture hall 
• Sexuality Series. John Dehlin, “Sexual Orientation, Change, and Healing: The Research.” 7:00 p.m., 

CFAC Recital Hall 

Thursday, February 23 
• Chapel. Drum circle with Eric Nykamp. 10:00 a.m., Chapel 
• CALL Noontime Series. Pamela Alderman, “Healing in Art: A Pathway to Flourishing.” 12:00 noon, 

Chapel 
• Chemistry seminar. Student research presentations. 11:30 a.m., SB 010 
• LGBT+ Teach-In. Commons Annex 

o 10:30: John Dehlin: Evaluating Religious Approaches to Same-Sex Orientation 
o 12:00: Nicholas Wolterstorff and Matthew Tuininga on same sex marriage 
o 1:30: Julia Smith: Addressing the College Climate 
o 2:00: Student Peer Educators: LGBT+ Workshop 
o 3:30: Demetria Phillips, Lourdes Flores, and Brie Walter-Rooks:  A Practitioner's Point of 

View 
o 5:30: James Brownson and Jeffrey Weima:  Scriptural Analysis 

Friday, February 24 
• Chapel. Student worship team. 10:00 a.m., Chapel 
• Biology seminar. Robb Roos, “Environmental Consulting as a Career Path.” 1:30 p.m., SB 010 

https://goo.gl/forms/zOm1vM5YxptDOTAH3
http://www.mdpi.com/1996-1073/10/2/203
http://www.forumc.nl/radix/home/653-de-terugkeer-van-god
http://www.forumc.nl/radix/home/653-de-terugkeer-van-god
https://www.calvin.edu/offices-services/provost/resources/faculty-resources/faculty-activity-reporting/
https://www.calvin.edu/offices-services/provost/resources/faculty-resources/faculty-activity-reporting/faq.html
https://calvin.edu/calendar/
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