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AT A G L A N C E

Course
Number
ENGL
200A
ENGL
205A

Course Title

CORE

Instructor

Time

Russian Literature

Chad Engbers

MWF 8:30-9:20 a.m.

Linda NaranjoHuebl

TTh 9:05 a.m.-10:20 a.m.

ENGL
210A

Intro to Early Brit Lit:
Renaissance &
Reformation
Intro to Later Brit Lit:
Greatest Literary Hits
Intro to American Lit:
American Dreams &
Nightmares
Intro to Genre:
The Graphic Novel

Humanities +
Global Tag
Humanities +
Diversity &
Difference
Humanities

Chad Engbers

MWF 1 p.m.-1:50 p.m.

Humanities

Jennifer Holberg

MWF 2 p.m.-2:50 p.m.

Humanities +
Diversity &
Difference
Humanities

Don Hettinga

TTh 12:30 p.m.-1:45 p.m.

Gary Schmidt

TTh 9:05 a.m.-10:20 a.m.

Jesse Holcomb

MWF 2 p.m.-2:50 p.m.

ENGL
215A
ENGL
220A
ENGL
230A

Gender & Literature

ENGL
240A
ENGL
250A

Basic Journalism
Literature of Faith:
Victorian Faith & Doubt

Foundations of
Christianity II

Jennifer Holberg

MWF 11 a.m.-11:50 a.m.

ENGL
260A
ENGL
270A
ENGL
275A
ENGL
290A
ENGL
305A +
Sustainabilit
y tag
ENGL
325A

Craft of Writing

Arts & Rhetoric

Gary Schmidt

TTh 11 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

Intro to Linguistics

Ross Burkholder

TH 2 p.m.-3:15 p.m.

English Syntax

Ross Burkholder

TTh 11 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

Ways of Reading

Chad Engbers

MWF 9:30 a.m.-10:20 a.m.

Environmental Lit

Humanities +
Sustainability Tag

Debra Rienstra

TTh 2 p.m.-3:15 p.m.

Advanced Studies in
Children/YA Lit:
Contemporary Problems

Humanities

Deborah Visser

M 6:30 p.m.-9:20 p.m.

ENGL
335A

Major Authors:
Toni Morrison

Humanities

Linda NaranjoHuebl

TTh 11 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

ENGL
350A

Teaching of Writing

Kristine Johnson

MWF 1 p.m.-1:50 p.m.

ENGL 361

Creative Writing: Poetry

Arts & Rhetoric

Lew Klatt

MWF 1 p.m.-1:50 p.m.

ENGL
368A
ENGL
372A
ENGL
380A
ENGL
395A

Writing for Children/YA

Arts & Rhetoric

Gary Schmidt

TTh 2 p.m.-3:15 p.m.

Sociolinguistics

Social and
Behavioral Sciences

Ross Burkholder

TTh 9:05 a.m.-10:20 a.m.

Don Hettinga

T 6:30 p.m.-9:20 p.m.

Debra Rienstra

TTh 12:30 p.m.-1:45 p.m.

Internship
Senior Seminar
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H U M A N I T I E S ( & H U M A N I T I T E S + TA G S )

English 200A (Humanities Core & Global Tag)
Introduction to Global Literature: Russian Realism
Engbers
How do stories and poems relate to the real world of those who write and
read them? How can poetry become political, and how might
fiction shape one’s faith? This course focuses on the various forms of
realism—critical, moral, objective, socialist—that attempted to replace
Romanticism through the Golden Age of Russian literature in the
nineteenth century and into the twentieth. Authors include the major
fiction writers of the period, and one major poet: Gogol, Turgenev,
Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, Chekhov, and Akhmatova.

English 205A (Humanities Core/Diversity and Difference Tag)
Special Topics: Gender & Literature
Naranjo-Huebl
In this course we will read, discuss, and examine significant literature by
women and gender minorities and their supporters. We will study fiction,
poetry, and essays within their cultural-historical contexts and through
gender theory lenses with a special emphasis on intersectionality with
ethnicity, class, ability, and faith. The featured texts deal specifically with
issues of gender dynamics, including gender oppression and variance
(LGBTQIA+ identities). Students will complete the course with a richer
understanding of how gender affects identity and culture through
storytelling.
English 210A (Humanities Core)
Introduction to Early British Literature: English Reformation
Literature
Engbers
What happens to ordinary Christians when their government leaves the
established Church and declares many of its traditional teachings and
practices not only wrong but illegal? This course investigates English
literature as it shaped and was shaped by the English Reformation in the
sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries, with sustained attention to the
Protestant principles of sola scriptura (only scripture) and sola gratia (only
grace) as they apply to the Word of God and the words of human authors
in this period—which produced not only the first English Bibles but also a
flowering of original devotional literature.

English 215A (Humanities Core)
Introduction to Later British Literature: Greatest Literary Hits
Holberg
The 19th and 20th centuries contain incredibly formative periods in both
history and literature, covering Victorian (authors like Charlotte Bronte
and Alfred, Lord Tennyson), Modernism (T.S. Eliot, Virginia Woolf) and
contemporary. This class features the “greatest hits” from these two
centuries in order to ask many important questions that still intrigue us
today. Come for literature that will speak to you!
English 220A (Humanities Core + Diversity and Difference Tag)
Introduction to American Literature:
Hettinga
In this course, we'll read literature in which writers examine what it means
to be American, and, perhaps, more importantly, what it means to be
human. We’ll focus on early American works, but we’ll read several
modern writers as gateways to understanding the historical roots of that
literature. For example, a David Foster Wallace short story about Christian
college students trying to hear God’s voice when considering an abortion
will frame a consideration of Puritan writers trying to hear God’s voice in
their encounters with indigenous peoples. Fiction by Ralph Ellison and
Ernest Gaines will frame a study the Autobiography of Frederick Douglass
and of slave narratives. Poetry by Robert Frost and other
twentieth-century poets will frame discussions of nature and identity in
writers like Henry David Thoreau and Emily Dickinson. The course will
pay close attention to the diversity of voices in American literature.
English 230A (Humanities Core)
Introduction to Genre: The Graphic Novel
Schmidt
Examining graphic novelists as recent as Gene Luen Yang and Craig
Thompson, and as old as Lynd Ward and Frans Masareel, this course
looks at the development of the form in the United States, moving from its
progressive origins before the Great Depression to its astonishingly diverse
manifestations today. We'll focus on the three great traditions--American,
Belgian, and Japanese--and work toward understanding how illustration
and text merge to create meaning in story.

English 305A (Humanities Core + Sustainability Tag)
Advanced Special Topics
Environmental Literature: Monsters, Mountains,
Tempests, and Trees
Rienstra
The course will look to classic and contemporary fiction, poetry,
and nonfiction to understand how humans have imagined their
relationship with the divine and with the rest of creation. In the
ancient conquest narrative Gilgamesh, biblical creation stories,
the Romantics’ ecstatic poetry, contemporary nature writing, or
recent climate fiction, we can discern a range of underlying
mythos systems that shape our attitudes and actions. What role,
then, might the imagination, story-telling, and imaginative
literature play in addressing the climate crisis? Other authors we
read include Octavia Butler, Robin Wall Kimmerer, Shakespeare,
Robert Macfarlane, Richard Powers, Aldo Leopold, and many
more.
English 325A (Humanities Core)
Advanced Studies in Children’s and Adolescent
Literature: Contemporary Problems
Visser
Book banning has been at the forefront of the news this year.
What makes middle grade and young adult books so
controversial? In this class we’ll read some of the books that have
made headlines, like New Kid, The Absolutely True Diary of a
Part-Time Indian, Speak. We will also discuss other issues in the
field and explore the genres of adolescent literature from realistic
fiction to graphic novels, memoir to fantasy, and more. All of the
books we’ll read in this class will challenge us intellectually,
emotionally, and spiritually.
English 335A (Humanities Core)
Major Authors: Toni Morrison and the Consistent Life
Ethic
Naranjo-Huebl
This course will focus on the fiction of Toni Morrison and its
interpretation and reception. We will study her work within its
cultural-historical contexts using various theoretical approaches
with a special emphasis on intersectionality with ethnicity, class,
ability, and faith. Special attention will be given to an ethos that
runs through Morrison’s work that values each life as radically
equal.

F O U N D AT I O N S O F C H R I S T I A N I T Y I I

English 250A (Foundations of Christianity II Core)
Literature of Faith: Victorian Faith and Doubt
Holberg
During the Victorian period (1832-1901), the English church found itself
deeply divided both within (into High, Broad, and Low Church wings) and
without (with the rise of such disparate movements as non-Anglican Evangelicalism and spiritualism). Moreover, scripture itself was under intense
scrutiny from the German higher criticism and from new archeological/historical discoveries and scientific paradigm shifts, most notably
evolutionary theory. The responses were varied: moves towards the “social
gospel,” commitments to more “serious” forms of service and devotion
(including the missionary impulse), conversions to Catholicism, embraces
of alternative forms of spirituality, adoption of naturalist or materialist
perspectives, the pursuit of pleasure and aestheticism, and more. And
through it all, doubt was a central feature of Victorian faith. This class
examines the theological landscape of the 19th century through some of its
major theological texts and the literature that responds to them and asks
students to consider how much of contemporary Christianity is shaped by
debates begun in the Victorian period.

A D D I T I O N A L L I T E R AT U R E C L A S S E S

English 290A
Ways of Reading
Engbers
There are over 500,000 books in Hekman Library, but at the moment most
of them don’t mean anything, because no one is reading them. The printed
letters on a page mean nothing in the darkness of closed book; they come
alive only when an actual person opens the book and begins to read. But
how does that person actually know what the book means? This course is
designed to make students better readers and writers of anything by studying the different kinds of questions and assumptions people use to make
sense of written texts.

A RT S & R H E T O R I C

English 260A (Arts and Rhetoric Core)
The Craft of Writing
Schmidt
From creative non-fiction to memoir to poetry to short fiction, we'll work with
craft elements that are essential to all of these genres, focusing on the work of
freelance writing. The four projects--some of which will be submitted to
literary journals--are aimed at developing skills for anyone interested in writing
as a part of their vocation.
ENGL 361A (Arts and Rhetoric Core)
Creative Writing: Poetry
Klatt
Poetry is a genre where language struts its stuff. In this class, as poets or
“makers,” students will try their hands at playing with words, crafting verses,
sounding off. Because they are apprentices, they will read extensively in the
field. The selection of poems and poetics assigned for the course are intended
to give students strategies for self-expression, illuminate their own artistic
preferences, and generate new directions for their writing. Students will also
explore the love/hate relationship Americans have with poetry. What is at the
heart of the animosity? What inspires the love?
English 368A (Arts and Rhetoric Core)
Creative Writing: Writing for Children and Young Adults
Writing for the Child Reader: Picture Books to Middle Grade
Novels
Schmidt
Writing for the child involves many different forms and structures: the picture
book, the chapter book, the beginning reader, the early novel, and even the
early graphic novel--and this course looks at all of these, focusing on their
distinctive craft elements while composing texts for this audience. As we think
too about issues of boundaries, of appropriateness, and of the current state of
the children's book market, we'll consider ways that new writers are entering
this world of publication.

JOURNALISM WRITING COURSES

English 240A
Basic Journalism
Holcomb
We live in a society that is at war over the facts and where truths are
contested. A journalist’s job is to play detective. In this course you will
learn the skills of reporting, and the art of shaping raw information into a
story that equips communities with the knowledge they need to flourish in
uncertain times.

LINGUISTICS

English 270A
Introduction to Linguistics
Burkholder
A study of some of the more interesting and important characteristics of
language, with particular attention given to the processes of language
acquisition; to patterns and effects of linguistic change through time; to
variations in language from region to region, social class to social class, and
gender to gender; and to the assumption informing the study of various
grammars.
English 275A
English Syntax
Burkholder
A course that reviews the fundamentals of English grammar and examines
the possibilities and limitations of teaching grammar in the ESL classroom.
Students must research or practice the teaching of some of this
grammatical material
English 372A (Social and Behavioral Sciences Core)
Sociolinguistics
Burkholder
A course involving two major activities: (1) an examination of selected
topics that have arisen in recent sociolinguistic research, particularly those
topics centering on questions about how standard and nonstandard
languages and dialects appear to affect people’s educational success; and (2)
an evaluation of how these topics should affect approaches to language
education, particularly approaches to teaching English as a Second
Language (ESL). Prerequisite: ENGL 101 or ENGL 102.

E N G L I S H E D U C AT I O N

English 350A
Teaching of Writing
Johnson
English 350 prepares English secondary education majors and elementary
education majors to become writing teachers. In this course, you’ll learn the
theory behind the writing process and what happens in our minds as we write,
and we’ll trace writing development from crayon scribbles to college essays. The
course also includes practice in lesson and assignment planning, paper grading,
and grammar instruction. If you’re not an education major but are interested in
teaching someday, contact Professor Johnson for more information.

INTERNSHIP & SENIOR SEMINAR

English 380
Internship
Hettinga
A course requiring students to work ten hours per week in a job related to
English studies. This practicum asks students to reflect on vocation broadly and
to apply theoretical, technical, and ethical principles to their work. Students will
work with the Career Center to secure a suitable position.
English 395
Senior Seminar
Rienstra
The required capstone for the English major. Pre-registration is required.

COMING IN SPRING 2023

Course
Number
ENGL
205A
ENGL
210A
ENGL 210B

Course Title

CORE

Gender & Literature

Humanities +
Diversity & Difference
Intro to Early Brit Lit: Humanities
English Reformation
Intro to Early Brit Lit Humanities

Instructor

Time

Linda Naranjo-Huebl

TTh 9:05 a.m.-10:20 a.m.

Chad Engbers

MWF 8:30-9:20 a.m.

Gary Schmidt

TTh 9:05 a.m.-10:20 a.m.

ENGL 210C Intro to Early Brit Lit

Humanities

Gary Schmidt

TTh 12:30 p.m.-1:45 p.m.

ENGL
220A

Intro to American Lit:
American Dreams &
Nightmares
ENGL 220B Intro to American Lit:
African American
Literature
ENGL
Intro to Genre:
230A
Literary Memoir
ENGL
Business Writing
241A
ENGL
Literature of Faith:
250A
Bible as Lit

Humanities +
Diversity & Difference

Don Hettinga

TTh 12:30 p.m.-1:45 p.m.

Humanities +
Diversity & Difference

Linda Naranjo-Huebl

TTh 2 p.m.-3:15 p.m.

Humanities

Debra Rienstra

TTh 9:05 a.m.-10:20 a.m.

Deborah Visser

MWF 12 p.m.- 12:50 p.m.

Foundations of
Christianity II

David Urban

MWF 2 p.m.-2:50 p.m.

ENGL 250B Literature of Faith:
Milton
ENGL
Intro to Linguistics
270A
ENGL
English Syntax
275A
ENGL
Advanced Studies in
300A
Global Lit: A Passage
to and from India
ENGL
Advanced Studies in
315A
Later Brit Lit:
Literary Modernism
ENGL 320
Advanced Studies in
American Lit: The
“Post”-Literatures
ENGL
Major Authors:
335A
Shakespeare

Foundations of
Christianity II

David Urban

MWF 3 p.m.-3:50 p.m.

Ross Burkholder

TTh 2 p.m.-3:15 p.m.

Ross Burkholder

TTh 11 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

Humanities +
Global Tag

Jane Zwart

MWF 11 a.m.-11:50 a.m.

Humanities

Jennifer Holberg

MWF 9:30 a.m.-10:20
a.m.

Humanities

Linda Naranjo-Huebl

TTh 11 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

Humanities

Debra Rienstra

TTh 2 p.m.-3:15 p.m.

Jesse Holcomb

MWF 1 p.m.-1:50 p.m.

ENGL
341A

Feature Journalism

ENGL
344A

Special Topics in
Advanced
Professional Writing:
Podcasting the News

Jesse Holcomb

MWF 3 p.m.-3:50 p.m.

ENGL
352A
ENGL
360A

Teaching of
Literature
Creative Writing:
Nonfiction

Steve Tuit

TTh 6:30 p.m.-9:20 p.m.

Arts & Rhetoric

Debra Rienstra

TTh 12:30 p.m.-1:45 p.m.

ENGL
362A

Creative Writing:
Fiction

Arts & Rhetoric

Gary Schmidt

TTh 11 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

ENGL 362B Creative Writing:
Fiction

Arts & Rhetoric

Gary Schmidt

TTh 2 p.m.-3:15 p.m.

ENGL
371A

History of the English
Language

Ross Burkholder

TTh 9:05 a.m.-10:20 a.m.

ENGL
380A
ENGL
395A

Internship

Don Hettinga

T 6:30 p.m.-9:20 p.m.

Senior Seminar

Chad Engbers

MWF 2 p.m.-2:50 p.m.

