1
2

CURRICULUM VITAE

Marilyn R. Bierling, Ph.D.

PERSONAL DATA
Address:
Home:  6941 Adaside Drive, Ada, MI 49301 

Calvin:  Spanish Dept., Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI 49546 

Phone:
Home:
  (616) 676-2380
Calvin:  (616) 526-8540 

Email:

mbierlin@calvin.edu
Church membership:  Ada Christian Reformed Church (Ada, MI)

EDUCATION

1963-1967
Kalamazoo Christian High (Kalamazoo, Michigan)

1967-1969,   
Calvin College (Grand Rapids, Michigan)

1971-1972
B.A. in secondary education with major in Spanish and minor in English

1973-1974
University of Michigan (Ann Arbor, Michigan)



M.A. in Romance Linguistics

1984-1990
Michigan State University (East Lansing, Michigan)



Ph.D. in Spanish with specialization in linguistics, second language

     acquisition, Latin American history and culture, 20th century Spanish

     literature, 20th century Latin American literature



Dissertation title:  Foreign Language Vocabulary Attrition:  A Study of



     College-Level Spanish Students Over an 18-month Period

WORK EXPERIENCE
2016-2017
Calvin College, part time adjunct (Grand Rapids, Michigan)

Sept-Oct 2015 Calvin College Alumni Association


     Tour guide for alumni association tour to Peru

August 2015
Official retirement from Calvin College
1995-2015,
Calvin College (Grand Rapids, Michigan)


1984-1990
Instructor, Assistant Professor, and Professor of Spanish



Courses taught:  101, 102, 201, 202 (including CCE section), 121, 122,
     301 and 302 (Advanced Spanish), 308 (Hispanic World I), 340
     (Spanish-English Linguistics / Spanish Phonology and Dialectology),
     341 (Spanish-English Linguistics / Spanish Morphology, Syntax, and 

     Sociolinguistics), 329 (Introduction to Literature), 358 (Aiding in the
     Foreign Language Classroom), 100/300 (Introduction to Spanish
     Language and Culture and Grammar Review for students participating 
     in Semester in Spain), STSP 312 (Regions of Spain), STSP 316 
     (Contemporary Spanish Culture, CCE), 370 (Hispanic Immigration to 
     the U.S.), 601 (Graduate Linguistics Institute, summer 1996), SPHN

     342 (Language and Culture in Honduras), SPHN 315 (Engaging 
     Honduran Culture, CCE), SPHN 393 (Ethnographic Study), STPE 315 

     (Contemporary Peruvian Culture, CCE), 395 (Senior Integrative
     Seminar on Hispanic Immigration), Interim in Peru, Interims in
     Yucatan, CALL class on Hispanic Immigration
Director of Spanish Studies in Peru program:  Aug.-Dec. 2014


Director of Spanish Studies in Spain program:  springs 1997-99, 2009-10


Director of Spanish Studies in Honduras program:  falls 2001-03

Spanish Department Chair:  Acting Chair (spring 2002) and 



    Chair (January 2004 – December 2008)

Departmental assignments (past/present):  coordinator for community

    internships, aid for Honduras semester program (January 2016 and 

    2017), library orders, credit and exemption exams, social events, 
    Spanish chapel, Spanish House and foreign language assistant, Spanish
    conversation table, departmental secretary, Enlace (biweekly
    departmental newsletter),  departmental handbook, search committees, 
    advisor for secondary education majors and minors, mentor for new
    faculty, departmental assessment plan, departmental advisor for Latin 
    American Studies Program in Costa Rica, faculty handbook, assessment
    committee, curriculum committee, personnel committee, course
    coordinator
College committee assignments:

     Faculty Senate (2012-13, 2014, 2015)     


     MAC (2005 – 2008, 2011-12)

     Comenius Scholars Advisory Committee (2006-08)

     ESL (spring 2005)

                             EPC (1999-2001)




                             Off-Campus Programs (1996-1998)

                  
     Special Events Committee (1985-1990)

1990-1995
Aquinas College (Grand Rapids, Michigan)



Assistant and Associate Professor of Spanish



Chair of Foreign Language Department (1990-1995)





Courses taught:  101, 102, 201, 202; Advanced Conversation,

     Composition, and Grammar Review; Spanish for Professions; Spanish-

     English Linguistics; Latin American Civilization and Culture; Methods

     of Teaching Foreign Language; Survey of Spanish Literature; Oaxaca

     Service-Learning

Departmental assignments:  department chair, advisor for overseas studies,

     advisor for Spanish majors and minors and bilingual program,

     departmental assessment plan, Spanish Club, search committee



College-wide duties: 



     Committee on Studies (1991-1995 and chair 1993-1995)



     Service-Learning Board (1990-1993)

     Career Advisory Board (1990-1995)



     General Education Renewal (committee on internationalizing the

           curriculum) (1993-1994)

1987, 1990, 1992-1996 (summers)



Albright Institute of Archaeological Research  (Jerusalem, Israel)



Tel Miqne / Ekron excavations near Kibbutz Revadim, Israel



Camp Manager for largest teaching excavation in Israel

1982-1984
Southwest Christian High (Edgerton, MN)



Part-time Spanish and English teacher

1980-1982
Pipestone Area Vocational Technical Institute (Pipestone, MN)



Part-time instructor of English as a Second Language

1974-1976
High Plains Village (Garden City, Kansas)



Houseparent and program coordinator in group home for delinquent boys

Garden City Community College (Garden City, Kansas)



Part-time Spanish instructor

1974 (summer) Western Kansas Migrant Health Project (Garden City, Kansas)



  Health educator

1970-1971
VISTA (Ulysses, Kansas)

Government volunteer living and working with Mexican-American     migrants

OTHER INFORMATION
Publications:
“Chac and Maximón:  Perspectives on Religious Syncretism.”  Journal of 

     Christianity and Foreign Languages 2 (2001), 83-95.

Website Christian Resources for the Spanish Classroom

     http://www.calvin.edu/academic/spanish/class
The Phoenicians in Spain:  An Archaeological Review of the 8th-6th

     Centuries B.C.E.  Eisenbrauns 2002.
“Review of Iglesias peregrinas en busca de identidad: cuadros del 

     protestantismo latino en los Estados Unidos by Juan Martínez Guerra
    and Luis Scott, eds.”  Journal of Christianity and Foreign Languages 6

    (2005), 100-02.
“Review of  Terrorism and the War in Iraq:  A Christian Word from Latin 

    America by Carlos Padilla and Lindy Scott.” Journal of Christianity
    and Foreign Languages 6 (2005), 103-05.

“Legal and Illegal Immigration:  Complex Ethical Issues for the
    Language Classroom” in  Spirituality, Social Justice, and Language
    Learning.  Eds. David Smith and Terry Osborn.  Charlotte, North 
    Carolina: Information Age Publishing, 2007.  89-105.
“Teaching Enrique’s Journey / La travesía de Enrique.”  Journal of 

    Christianity and Foreign Languages 10 (2009), 59-67.
“Flights to Her Future.”  Bierling, Marilyn, and Elena Brubaker. World 

    Renew website, January 23, 2012.    

    http://www.worldrenew.net/about-us/news-events/flights-her-future 

“Cuban Refugees in the Christian Reformed Church”.  18 videotaped
    interviews with subtitles and transcripts.  2011-2013.

    http://ukeke.calvin.edu/cgi-bin/UDT/driver.pl?query=&target=catalog
“La inmigración cubana.”  Teaching/learning unit on Cuban refugees for 
    the Kuyers Institute (spring 2013).
    http://www.calvin.edu/academic/spanish/alumni/cuba/cubasite.html
Workshops and presentations:

“Foreign Language Vocabulary:  Acquiring It and Forgetting It”


(Michigan Foreign Language Association convention, fall 1990)


“Learning—and Forgetting—Foreign Language Vocabulary”


(Christian Educators Association convention, fall 1990)

“The Proficiency Movement in Foreign Language Education”


(Inter-Institutional Teacher Education Council of West Michigan,


springs of 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994)

“490 Years of Spanish Influence in Central America”


(Aquinas faculty lecture series, spring 1992)


“Columbus and the Cross”


(Michigan Association of Catholic College Students, fall 1992)


“Chac and Maximón:  500 Years of Syncretism”


(Hope College Conference on the Quincentennial, fall 1992)


“The Mysterious Maya”

(Aquinas College Multicultural Workshop for Humanities Faculty, fall 1993)


“Setting Standards in Foreign Language Education”


(Christian Educators Association convention, fall 1995)

“National Standards for ESL and Practical Applications”

 

(Michigan Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages, spring 1996)

“Second Languages for Living and Leading in the Next Century”

(Christian Educators Association convention, fall 1997)

"The Phoenicians in Spain"

(Faculty noontime lecture, fall 1998)

“¿Judás o Maximón?—Perspectives on Religious Syncretism”

(NACFLA conference, April 2000)

“Christian Perspectives in the Spanish Classroom”

(MANS convention, Oct. 2000)

“Music in the Classroom”
(NACFLA conference, April 2001)

“Assessment of Foreign Language Programs in Christian Colleges:  Issues and

 Challenges” (NACFLA conference, panel discussion, April 2002)

“Speaking to YOU in Honduras”

(NACFLA conference, April 2003)

“Cigars and Saints”

(Midsummer at Calvin, July 2003)
“Spanish Language and Literature in the Study Abroad Context”

(NACFLA conference, March 2004)
“Reflections on three years with Calvin students in Honduras:  How should rich

 Christians live in a very poor world?”

(Ada CRC, April 2004)

“A Special Topics Course on Hispanic Immigration to the U.S.”

(NACFLA conference, April 2005)

“The Immigrant in Our Midst”

(Conference on Spirituality, Justice, and Pedagogy at Calvin, September
 2005)

“The Bethlehem Wall”

(Ada CRC, December 2005)

“Curriculum Revision:  The Language Major and Minor”

 (Co-chair for panel presentation, NACFLA conference, March 2006)

“Immigration Impasse:  Social Justice and Moral Dimensions”

(Chair of panel presentation, 9th conference on the Americas at GVSU, 
October 2006)

“The Foreigner in Our Midst”  

(Ada CRC, October 2006)

“Speaking ‘to you’:  the Spanish Dative”

(NACFLA conference, March 2007)

“Saba’s Story:  500 Years of Ladino in Istanbul and 50 Years in Israel”

(NACFLA conference, March 2008)

“Immigration Impasse:  Issues for the Classroom”
(Conference on Diversity:  Pedagogy and Scholarship Across the Disciplines, 

Calvin College, September 24-25, 2009)
“Traditional Religion in the Yucatan Peninsula”

(Ada CRC, September 2010)

“The Cuban Immigrant Experience in the U.S. Church”
(NACFLA conference, April 2011)

“The Christian Reformed Church in Cuba”

(Ada CRC, October 2011)

“Protestantism in Cuba:  A Unique Journey”

(NACFLA conference, March 2012)

“People Crossing Borders:  Where We Stand on Undocumented Immigration”

(NACFLA conference, March 2014)

Grants and awards:


Michigan College Fellowship to University of Michigan (1973)


Nominated to Phi Kappa Phi at Michigan State University (1986)


Faculty grant for travel to Central America (Aquinas, summer 1991)


Michigan Campus Compact Community Service-Learning Award (1993)


Honorable Mention for Outstanding Teaching (Aquinas, spring 1995)


Calvin Research Fellowship (summer 1997)


Faculty Research Grant (Calvin Alumni Association Board, summer 1997)


Faculty Research Grant (Calvin Alumni Association Board, summer 1998)


Faculty Travel Grant for attendance at C.I.E.E. seminar in Chile and Argentina

   (June 2004)

Multicultural grants for courses on Hispanic Immigration (from Calvin, fall 2004 and 2006) 

Calvin Community Partnership Award (April 2005)

Kuyers Institute Grant for pedagogical materials on the web (June 2005)

Kuyers Grant for travel to South America to research semester abroad program 
    (July-August 2008)
Faculty Grant (Calvin Alumni Association Board, spring 2011)

Mentor for McGregor fellows (summers of 2011 and 2012)

Kuyers Grant for curriculum unit on Cuban immigration (2011- 2013)

CRF for one course reduction (fall 2012)

FEN (From Every Nation) Award for Excellence in Teaching (May 2015)

Grant from Calvin Career Development Office to develop new community

       internship sites (summer 2015)
Other related activities (since 2005):  
Interpreter for various events of the Luke Society International Conference, CRC

    Worldwide Partners, and the World Council of Reformed Churches 
        
Consultant for Comenius Scholars Internship program, Sept. 2006-May 2007

Member of Board of Directors:  JFON (Justice for Our Neighbors), Jan.
      2007-Dec. 2008)

Continuing translation for JFON and interpretation at immigration clinics
Organization of service project for Ada CRC to Xoy, Mexico (January 2011)

Sabbatical research project on the history of Cuban refugees in the CRC 

   (January-May 2011)

External reviewer for the Department of Modern Languages, Taylor University,

   Upland, Indiana (April 2011)

Latin American Film Festival Committee  (March 2012 and April 2013)

Aid for Calvin’s Honduras Semester Program (January 2016 and January 2017)

Volunteer in Spanish Immersion Programs at Ada Vista (Forest Hills Public 

   Schools) and Roguewood Elementary (Rockford Public Schools)
Languages:
English, Spanish, French



some Italian, Dutch, German, Hebrew, Arabic, Turkish

Foreign travel and work (since 2000):


January 2000:

Led interim class to Peru

Summer 2000:

Travel to Israel, Egypt, Jordan

February 2001:
Service trip to Dominican Republic


Summer 2001:   
Travel to Israel, Egypt, Jordan            

Falls of 2001, 2002, 2003:  Director of Calvin’s Spanish Studies in Honduras

   
Program


Summer 2002:  
Travel to Turkey, Egypt, Jordan, Brazil


Summer 2003:  
Travel to Israel, Egypt, Jordan

Summer 2004:  
C.I.E.E. workshop in Chile and Argentina




  
Travel to Israel (excavation at Yotvata) and Jordan (Petra)

January 2005, 2006, 2007:
Led interim classes to Yucatan (Mexico)


Summer 2005:  
Travel to Israel and Jordan


July 2006:
  
Taught with Idea Ministries in Merida, Yucatan

            July 2007:
  
Travel to Israel, Jordan, Crete

January 2008:
  
Taught in Spanish interim class in Denia, Spain


July-August 2008:  
Travel to Ecuador, Peru, Chile, Argentina


August 2009:
  
Travel to Yucatan (Mexico)

January–May 2009 and 2010:  Director of Calvin’s Spanish Studies in Spain


January 2011:

Organized church service trip to Xoy, Mexico

March 2011:  

Travel to Cuba


January 2012 and 2013:  Co-director of Spanish interim in Yucatan, Mexico

August-Dec. 2013 and 2014:
Director of Calvin’s Spanish Studies in Peru


Sept.-Oct. 2015:
Led Calvin Alumni Tour to Peru


January 2016 and 2017:   Aided in Calvin’s Spanish Studies in Honduras Program


March 2016:

Travel to Yucatan, Mexico


April 2017:

Travel to Yucatan, Mexico


May 2017:

Travel to Peru (Arequipa and Cuzco area)
