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“useful citizen, lover of trees”

... That stream was my playground. ...We knew the individuality of a great many

trees, the location particularly of the sycamore that had been eaten out by decay and
provided a safe retreat for us on every occasion when it rained. We knew the deep
hole which was afterward turned into a swimming place in summer and a skating rink
in winter; we knew the kinds of fish that made their home in that creek. We even

had a boat we paddled up the stream for miles and enjoyed each summer the
beauties of that most delightful natural playground.

[Plaster Creek] has almost nothing now in the way of tree growth from its source to
ifs confluence with the Grand River, and instead of being the beautiful evenflowing
stream throughout the year, as in my childhood, it is now a most fitful affair, full to
the brim and running over at times, yet most of the year it is only a trickling rill.

The playground is gone. Where there was one child then to enjoy that playground
there are now eight thousand children who ought to have a playground like this, but
a near sighted utilitarianism has snatched it away. We have stolen their rightful
heritage from them.

-Charles W. Garfield, “The Peoples Play Grounds” Fortieth Annual Report of the Secretary of the State
Horticultural Society of Michigan, 1910.
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Plaster Creek Watershed
Grand Rapids. Michigan

-58 square miles
-Grand River: 5,572
-creek is 14 miles long
-Grand River: 260

Grand Rapids

East Grand Rapids
Grand Rapids Township
Wyoming

Kentwood

Gaines Township

Ada Township
Caledonia Township
Cascade Township

http://www.calvin.edu/~oas2/pcs/







Plaster Creek
Watershed

Grand Rapids, Michigan

Plaster Creek Watershed
Land Use, 2006

Steams
wmm Plaster Creek
s Tributaries

Land Use 2006

[ 27% Developed, Low Intensity

[ ] 18.7% Developed, Open Space
Il 15.4% Developed, Medium Intensity
I 10.6% Cultivated Crops

Il 10.4% Developed, High Intensity

I 7.3% Forest

|:] 5.3% Hay/Pasture
[ ] 3.8% Wetlands

[ 0.3% Barren Land
|:] 0.1% Herbaceous

- 0.1% Open Water
[ 0.1% Shrub/Scrub

Calvin College

Proposed sites for major restoration
(funds sought elsewhere)

Dominant land uses

. Lower-income residential; industrial
. Commercial

‘ Remnant natural areas
. Agriculture

‘ Residential

USDA/NRCS - National Cartography & Geospatial Center 0 1 2 4 Miles
National Land Cover Dataset L ] 1 1 | 1 ] 1 |

Cartographer: Seth Kenbeek
Image prepared by Nathan Haan
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Slowly, slowly, they return
by Wendell Berry

Slowly, slowly, they return

To the small woodland let alone:
Great trees, outspreading and upright,
Apostles of the living light.

Patient as stars, they build in air

Tier after tier a timbered choir,

Stout beams upholding weightless grace
Of song, a blessing on this place.

They stand in waiting all around,
Uprisings of their native ground,
Downcomings of the distant light;
They are the advent they await.

Receiving sun and giving shade,
Their life's a benefaction made,
And is a benedictionsaid
Over the I|vmg and the deag,-__.,
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Ecological

Non-utilitarian valu
— Trees outlive people,
— Aesthetics of a landscap
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