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Res~No-8hay

" Plaster Creek

For mdﬂy veares after the coming of the whilts wan to tns
ranids of Grand River, the small strewg thal hag had so proaminent
g oart in tne commercial life of Grand Ranids, now cownondiT called
"Plastar Cresk", was known to bthz Indlans asz "{ee-No-3hay", or

"ater of the Wall-syved Pike',
A3 %ns the custom of ths Awerican Indlang,

any lmportance had & significant name or teru.
always sense thils, so w2 have "Sand Cresks" and
svery valiev of the Siate.

By the unwritten laws of tue
homs rigats, living for gzusratlions upon streams
slenty, and forsst life abundant,

Fur traders were fTirst

slonary, emse With & long face, and an interpreter
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tne sun in m%}
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the Great Spilrit in the t 8%,‘fi0d°rb, 01rau, avan in the thundsr-
aead clouds floating about on sumwmer davs,

To the legendary lore of thoss first dave of the Missicn
located on the west bank of the River, at the Rapids, wve ars in-
debted to Jonmn R,, son of Hix Robinson, the first white man wiho
settled in the valley of thsz Grand River, Hs nad a full-blood

Ottawa motner and 2 nigh-grade American father. John R, was grad-
vated frow & University as a Methodist clersvwman, and at tiuxes
camg to preach in the warshouse-like chmrch at the end of Bridpe
Street Bridge, in the "Fifties",
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1t must nave bsen my admira tion of tis wan, nis fine poysigus,
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nis eloguence, nis interpretsation of tine Bible, or it wigat have bsen

5 courtesy 0 tns wan, moast skiliful of fishierwen, that insplred me to

zive up & finz out-of-deoors day to ocouwpy @ nurd boarli seat in toe

churen whers e preacined,
Tn those days, the mission buildings were weatnsr-besten shacks,
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occuplied by catile running aty lorge, At the old stone-builts forgs in
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the = hjj oves of wy style and clan reasted corn, and plgeons roosted
at dusk,
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A% niznt toe place was hazunted by "Jimmie O'Callaghun, who lu-

0,

aginasd nimsslf a town comnstabley, when, srmed with a shillalah, he was
the missionary, who kent the bovs on ths run,
Unief Black Bird's howme was on the north point of ks Black
]
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dills,. whsse e overlookes hils village, that was on the west side of
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the river where 1g now the Phoenix Furniturs Factory, From thars he

could see far up and down the rivar, and the many mound burisl places
of his wmeonls were in full sisht.

The waye of the "Fur Trader® mude nip "Hostile", He lighted a
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storm clowde ruled tog sav., He Listsnsd to the carousin

by the fur duver, Thers is proof tust Black Bird, witn his band of

at the burning of Buffalo in 1815, He led
them homg, by way of the waters of lake and rivsrs, thelr cances lousdsd

with plundsr! muskets, axes, cooos

et

r ketties, olansets, bolts of blue

woul clotan and strings of glass basds,

It is not strange that ths early wailtses claimed
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first misslon bullding, cast inte
fire-water of the trader, and spurnsed the white man's printad book

Black Bird ruled by inheritance the territory drained by ths

Xee~Ho-Bhay?, "Water of the Biz-svad Fish" the wull-sved Pike



Kea-io-Bhay--3
In tne following vears, tihe wission was re-pullt, on the site of
tne ourned bulidings, On & spring worning, all tae Indians of both
villagss at the Ranids aszgewbled at the iHission, sitting about on the
Chiaf Woconday in a canos frowm tne nead of the

Fa2ids, and Black Bird, sitting in a cznos, paddlied by nis two sauapys

)
&
.

akd pgarhbed in blue French clothing, as befitted a Cals?. From out of

tha lost channel, into the boulder-sirswn raplds
eddies, "singing wateras", to the outlst of ths
den away from sisht in ons of She many Yast-side sswers,

The wisgilonary, & small in s plain black coat, cpensed nis

Bible on & small table, reading the lesson to an interpreter. Thut

sermon wust aave pesn a diswel failure. There noboning to insplre,
50 thrili, those "Savages", whoss God was visible everywhsrs in nill

and vallsy.

At its closs, 1t

stenped to the table, turning the

wiissleonary outbtuide of the house, ne pointsd to

v 3 o o 4} - . - [ R LR, T . £
the sun, then to the riverv-véank tress in the L1loow of

Lo tn2 Council Pinz, = long s=2ntvinel woant had
war e told of

and wino from his
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il created, as he traveisd far, tne fish and the
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lezading the way, followed by oilg wowen, to ths river b

tThe wWay he caae,
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The followins Sunday he2 raturnsed in state, as befivted & chilefain,
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Fith & sRier-worn, orsawy rock, tnazt gpligtsnsed in Loz sun, it nis

canoe, I3 @8 & Ysermon in stong,® but the misslon DIeRChET Was 10T
zacloglst, and read nis leszon @it o gead velce, alarwed at toe

Ty e A o de de 3 3 =) - L . A R P P i d D
nostile atvitude of tne Indix When toe Bible was closed, tne Cnied
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lad the wav to btas

seated nim, like

gulded by a wmagic

It is not nard to

canos, like & poantow, glided into wild woor
Cf the Resg-no-shny, finaliv cowming to rest
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gade dann, to hold back thne waters of tas ar

of tim
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vallow
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of thne wilsslonsry wien the
da, Lie watevs
st tne foot of @ cascading
down~-desy sowar nad
o tne B naTurs.
g3k, until, oy centuriss

foresta, T have nothing in tn2 sraditions of wisslonary, tnat
telliy tng so7t trat ¢zme to convart the Indisn from nils halisd
in the "Great Spirit", dut taost journey and ite ending must have
convinead nliwm vost tnz Indisn had the besst of tas V8 nT .

A sawple of Wi sent to Detroilt, wasre & geo-

logist pronounced it "gyosum®, and wihsn ground beitwesn mill stonss
inte fine powder, it Tound to b2 valuabls as lend feritilizer. Ad-
veriised and sold asz"lLand Ploastsr?, in tas following 1% seened
gapy to apoly the nawe to tae atreawm, woaere tas first rock
guarrisd and ground,

The 1ife of the uwission was brisf, It 4id nos appeal to tae red
wen, &8 did gypsum guarries and mills to the wnise

Black Bird, =fter 2 tiame spant on ths Reservation at Pentwatsr,
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raturned to build & "song of Death® on the Bizck
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in the out-of-doors and communssd with the
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prant Creater,




But not untii the last of the Indizns and taose sarly-day wialts
zen did the vera, "Eee~no-shkav" zive way to tunt héreh, uniovabdle,
wuddy term, "Plaswvsr Creek™, Taen, tne pollution of the waters nad

hanisnsd thz wali-eyved pike, and others of ths finny trive, and their

pemory is but & drean,




